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PREFACE 


HE Deſign of the following Exer- 
c ciſes 1s to inſtruft poor Children, 
IJ and Perſons of mean Circum- 
4. ſtances, and meaner Capacities, in 
the Principles of the Chriſtian 


Religion, as it is believed and practiſed in 
era] the Church of England: To tell them the 
J Nature and Meaning of thoſe Feaſts and 


 Faſts, ſhe hath 3 to be obſerved; and 
to ſuggeſt to their Minds ſuch plain and 
familiar Reaſons of their Faith and Wor- 
ſhip, as may enable them to know and un- 


derſtand their Duty, and prevail with them 
to prattiſe it, in their Lives and Conver- 


hole /a/7ons, 


der 


They are chiefly collected from the late 
pious Mr. Nelſon's incomparable Book, call- 


mic d, A Companion for the Feſtivals _ 


Faſts of the Church of England ; 
that excellent and uſeful Comment upon 800 
A 2 Church 
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wv The PREFACE. 


Church Catechiſm, publiſhed by his Grace, 
the late Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury; 
from Biſhop Sparrow, Biſhop Beveridge, Dr. 
Biſſe, Dr. Bennet, Mr. Wheatly, and O- | 
thers, who have learnedly reſcued our truly 
pious and antient Liturgy from the Aſperfions 
and Prejudices of ignorant and deſigning Men, 

They are all contrived in ſuch a ſhort and 
eaſy Method, as 1s ſuitable to the Capacity 
of thoſe, far whom they are intended, and 
may ſerve as an Introduction, or Preparative 
to the reading the larger and more finiſhed 
Writings of thoſe Orthodox and worJey Men, 
before mentioned. 

1 fball not make any Apology for the Li- 
berty I bave taken in tranſcribing, not only 
the Senſe, but generally the Words of the ſe- 
veral Authors I have made uſe of. I acknow- 
ledge the Affiſtances I received from them, and 
only fear, that my deſigned Brevity hath 
ſometimes done an Injury to the Argument, in | 
not ſetting it in ſo clear a Light, as might 
have been, and they have, done. 

However, as there is nothing in theſe Ex- 
cite above the Capacity of the moſt ordinary 


Chriſtian to comprehend 3 (all vain Diſputa- 2 


tions, and impertinent Controverſizs being in- 
duſtricuſſy avoided ;,) ſo they may be uſeful to 
thoſe, cuba have already learned dhe Principles 
of the Doctrine of Chriſt, They may ſuggeſt 
to their Thourhts right and true Apprehen- 
 frons of our ah ; and in ſome Meaſure, 


not | 


| 
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not only juſtify the Commands of our Church, 
but enforce our Obedience to her juſt and pious 
Orders, and to the Obſervation of her decent 
and lawful Ceremonies. | 

a As to the Service of our Church, let any 
Man look it ever, without Prejudice and Par- 
tiality : Let him confider ſeriouſly” every 
Thing that is in it, and he will find nothing 
aſſerted, but what is conſonant to the Word 
of God; nothing pray'd for, but according 
to his Promiſe ; nothing requir'd as a Duty, 
but what is agreeable to his Coinmands; no- 
thing ſaid, or done, but what is grave and 
ſober, ſolemn and ſubſtantial , nothing, but 
what becomes the Wirſhip of our Great and 


butt what we may ſome way or other be ediſied 
by. | 


» InalWord: It is ſo judiciouſly contrivd, 
that the Miſeſt may exerciſe at once their 


Anowledge and Devotion; and yet jo plain, 


that the moſt Ignorant may pray with Un- 
derjt ending ; fo full, bat nothing is omitted, 
that is fit to be aſd in publick; and ſo 
particular, that it compriſes moſt Things, 


wet ſo ſhort, as not to tire any, that have 
irue Devotion. | | 


© As to Ceremonies, ſome are neceſſary to 


\the Nature of publick Worſhip, ſome con- 


ducidve to its Beauty, fume to Edification : 
* Biſhop Beveridge, Þ Dr. Cember. Dr. Biff. 


Almighty Creator ; and therefore nothing, 
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vi The PR E FAC E. 
Such are thoſe, which our Church hath re- 
 taind, being ſtudious in her Choice, as ſhe 
declares, Not jo much how to pleaſe either 
« Party, as how to pleaſe God, and profit 
« them both.” Had ſhe, in compliance with 
the Papiſts, retain*d all, ſhe muſt have diſ- 
Pleas'd, thro? her Pagtantry. Had fhe, in 
compliance with the Seftariſts, aboliſb'd all, 
ſhe muſt have no leſs diſpleas'd, thre her De- 
formity. Wherefcre it was, and hath been 
her Wiſdom, from the Days of her firſt Eſtab- 
liſhment, to keep the Mean, between the two 
Extremes, rather inclining to a decent Variety, 
than affecting loo ſordid a Simplicity; re- 
membring, that when the Daughter of Sion 
was brought to the King, her Raiment was 


of Needle-work, wrought about with divers | 


Colours; and the King had great Delight in 
her Beauty. Pfal. xlv. 12, 15, 

So that, let any unprejudic'd Fudge, addict- 
er to neither Party; any, that hath Eyes to 
fee, let him ſee from one End of our Liturgy 
to the other : Let him ſearch diligently into 
all the Offices ; let him examine into the Sub- 
ſtance, Language, and Ceremonies thereof; 
and he will find nothing in either, that can 
Juſtly offend , but muſt give it this Teſtimony, 
| that in all Reſpefs, it worſhips the Lord 
dent h an holy Worſhip. 

That therefere all, who frequent the pub- 
lick Service of the Church, may perform their 
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Duty with a becoming Reverence and Devo-unitie, 
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The FRE ACE: ve 
ion, to the Glory of God, and their own eter- 
nal Happineſs and Advantage, give me leave 
to recommend theſe few Rules to be obſerv'd, 
ft hin the uſing of it, as they are laid down 
h [by that great and eminent Pattern of Piety, 
= the late Biſhop Beveridge, in his Sermon 
n [upon the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of the 
/, [Common-Prayer. „ 
PFirſt, Come not (ſaith he) to our Publick 
n Prayers, only out of Cuſtom, or for Faſhion- 
h- \ake, as the Manner of ſome is: But out of a 
acere Obedience to God's Commands, and with 
ſure Truſt and Confidence in his Promiſes, 
Yor his Blaſſing upon wheat you do. For which 
on End, it will be very good, as you go to 
ag Church, to confider with yourſelves, whither 
o are going, and what you are to do there; 
hat ſo laying afide all other Buſineſs, vou 
ay put yourſelves into a right Temper for 
o great a Work. 
s to| Secondly, Frequent our Publick Prayers as 
Irgy\ften as you can. The oftner you are at 
into hem, the better you will like them, and the 
Sub- pore edified you will be by them. In this 
of ;vity, as alſo in many other Places of the 
can\ingaem (eſpecially where there are Cathe- 
on, ral, or Collegiate-Churches ) you may enjoy 
Lordpe Benefit of them publickly every Day, and 
> keep your Hearts continually in a holy and 
pub-ravenly Frame, and always live as becometh 
their briſtians. And if you neglect fuch Oppor- 
Devo-unities, as are now put into your Hands, 
tion, 2 ou 
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wi TR PRETAC-E: 
you will one Day wiſh you had not, but then Ipion 
Wiſhing will do no good, eas 

Thirdly, I peſſible, come always at Ihe ſrepe: 
Beginning of Divine Service; otherwiſe vou hour 
will certainly miſs of ſomething that <would boſe 
have been edifying to you; and perhaps of that, ter 
which at that Time might have done you more ſead, 


good than all the reſt, Neither will you loſeÞriog, 


the Benefit only of Part of it, but in ſome mea-hnJ x 


ſure of the Whole too: All the Parts of it ſng, 


being ſo linked together in jo excellent a Mau- 7, 
ner and Method, that they influence and aſſiſt ing : 
each other. So that nothing can be omittedþ; 7 
either by Miniſter, or People, but the Whole Ari, 


vill ſuffer by it, and loſe ſomething of thaths 2 


Virtue and Efficacy, which otherwiſe youh 57, 
might find in it. 5 em. 
Fourthly, All the while you are in God" 1h); 


Houſe, carry yourſelf, as in his ſpecial PreÞg 2. 


ſence, and ſuitably to the Work you arqyq 45 


about; ſtanding, while you praiſe God; an. Pere. 


kneeling, when you pray unto hin, as Wing; 


Church hath directed you, For too theſq y11 


ſeem but little Things in themſelves, yet the ey co 


are of great Conſequence, both to our worſhiplgy_P, 


ping of God aright, and to our being edified i,. ; 


by what we do. | oſe al 
Laſtly, Take ſpecial Care all along io lee , 97 
your Minds intent upon the Matter in Haudgp,, 1 


When you confeſs your Sins to God, ao it with 27 


an hearty and ſincere Repentance for all M7 ,, „ 
Errors of your Life paſt, When the Abjolth,, ,1, 
| " 17100 - 


Tuer N EFNR CTB. w 
ion is pronounc'd, receive it with a firm and 
ſtedfaſt Faith in Chriſt our Saviour. When you 
e repeat or ſing the Hymns and Pſalms, raiſe up 
u our Spirits, as high as you can, to join with 
i oſe above, in praiſing aud magnifying the 
„Eternal God. When the Word of God is 
re fead, hearken diligently to it, and confiaer 
e Friouſſy what he that made you ſaith unto you, 
a- ud requireth of you; and reſolve, by bis Ble 
it ug, to believe and live accordingly. And 
1-1! the while you are upon your Knees, pul- 
ſit hug up your Petitions to the Moſt High God, 
tedſt your whele Souls be employ'd in it, earneſtly 
boleſefiring the good Things you pray for at 
hats gracious Hands, and humbly confiding 
youp his faithful Promiſes for the Granting of 
em. By this Means you will perform a rea- 
70d" Srable Service unio God, and by Conſequence, 
PreÞat which will be very acceptable unto bim, 
arid as profitable aud edifying to yourſelves. 
and hereas they, that do uot obſerve this Rule, 
s OUthunot properly be ſaid to pray, or ſerve God 
theſ all. And therefore it is no wonder, that 
; theJey come to Church, and hear the Com- 
r/ÞiPon-Prayer read, and yet are no way edified 
dified it. Indeed, it is impoſſible they ſhould, be- 
«ſe all the Benefit and Edification, that we 
o Keen poſſibly receive from any of our Devotions, 
1dMapend very much upon the due Intention cf 
t with Minds, in the Performance of them. 
Let me therefore prevail with you to ob- 
l ſoliſbe theſe plain and neceſſary Rules, in the 
TU Ee 3 conſtant 
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for the other Mercies he hath vouchſafed 


* The FREFACE: 
conſtant and daily Uſe of ibe Common- Prayer 
and you will neither be tired with the Length, 
nor wearicd with the frequent Repetition there 
of. For by our conftant worſhipping Almight 
God, in fo ſolemn and devout a Manner, ou! 
Hear ts will be over-aww'd with ſo great a Fea 
of the divine Majeſty, our Minds fild wit 
fuch a Senſe of bis Pomer, and our Soul 
rais'd ſo much above the World, that u 
ſhould never dare willingly to offend him. I 
4 Word: We ſhould every Day be more an 
more mprovd in Faith, Love, Humilit 
Temperance, Patience, and in all Chriſtiaſ no 
Graces and Virtues, And ſo we ſhould 
from Strength to Strength, from one Degree | 
Grace to another, until at length we arri; ge 
at Glory and Perfeltion in the higheſt Hed" G. 
vens , where we ſhall ſpend Eternity ite 

in praiſing and adoring the Moſt High Goa, i 


” 


as, ſo, in a particular Manner, for our bei , 
Members of ſuch an Apoſtolical Church, whe! Jo 
in all Things conſpire to increaſe our Grace 
multiply our Bleſſings, and fit us for the neve 


ceaſing Service f the heavenly Choir, org 
Jy \ 7 | 
dire 
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EXERCISE I. 


Feſtivals, Advent-Sundays, Chriftmas- day, 
St. Stephen, St. John, and Innocents. 


Nr. What do you mean by Fe/ſ- 
tivals © 
HA. Days ſet apart by the Church, 
Neither for the Remembrance of 
| Foe ſome ſpecial Mercies of God, or 
in | Memory of the Re Heroes of Chriſ- 
tianity. 
Q. 2. What Mercieß of Gd does the 
Church chiefly commemorate ? 
A. The Birth, Reſurreftim and Aſcenſion 
94 of our Saviour Peſu: Chriſt, with the Deſcent 
of the Holy Gho/?t. Theſe are ſome of the 
greateſt Mercies to Mankind; and there- 
fore our Church hath appointed certain Sea- 
107% ſons of the Year for the more particular 
Remembrance of them. 
What great Heroes of Chriſtianity 
does the Church cfpecially take Notice of? 
A. The bleſſed Apoſiles and othe. Saints, 
IZ I who were the happy Inſtruments of con- 
veying the Knowledge of Feſus Chriſt b 
aching the Goſpel thro? a Wold aid 
atteſting the Truth of it with their Blood. 
133 Q. 4. What Authority has the Church to 
ſet apart ſuch Seaſons or Days ? 
A. From the Example of God himſelf, 
R. vho ordain'd ſeveral Fegſis in the Jewiſh 
* .." Church, 
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2 DNS 
Church, to be obſerv'd in Memory of paſt 
Benefits, as the Feaſt of the Paſſover, of 


Foeeks, and of Tabernacles; and from the 
Practice of our Saviour, who kept a Feaſt 


inſtituted by the Church, namely, the Fea/? 


of Dedication, 

John x, | | 
.. 5. Is this agreeable to the Practice of 

other Churches ©? 35 


Exod, xii. 14. Xxiii. 14. 


Mann 


appointed, and kept Days of publick Thankſ- 
g:ving, and Humiliation : Which is an Ar- 
gument ſufficient to prove, that in the com- 


mon Senſe of Chriſtians, tis not forbidden, 


but allow'd in Scripture. 

Q. 6. But is not the Church of England 
faulty in complying with the Church of 
Rome in this Caſe ? 

A, No; for the Church of Rome is not 
blameable for obſerving certain Days, no 
more than the Primitive was; but for graft- 
ing upon them ſuch erroneous and ſuperſti- 
tious Practices, as are unknown to Scripture, 
and the pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity. 

Qi. 7. How ought theſe Feſtivals to be 
obſery*d ? | 

A. In fach a religious and holy Manner, 
that God may be glorified by an humble and 
orateful Acknowledgment of his Mercies; 
that the Salvation of our Souls may be ad- 
vanc'd, by firmly believing the Myſteries of 
our Redenipticn; and by imitating thoſe ex- 
cellent Patterus of Piety, that are ſet before 
. 


Q 


> CX - 
»cfore 


Q. 


Q. 8. How is this to be done ? 


lick Worſhip, and a frequent Participation of 
the blefled Sacrament, and by a chearful, 
ready and devout Performance of all other 


Acts of Piety and Charity, 


Q. 9. What e * does the Church ce- 
lebrate in December ? 


A. The great Fetival of our Lird's Nati- 


vity, or the Appearance of the Eternal San 
of Gol in the Fleſh. 

Q. 10. How does the Church prepare Her 
Members ſor this Solemnity ? 

A. By appointing four Sundays in Aer, 
that precede the Nativity of our Saviur ; 
whereby our Minds may be turnifh'd with pro- 
per Meditations for the due Commemora- 
ting of this great Blefling. 

Q. II. Why are they called Advent- 
Sundays © 

A. Becauſe the Deſign of them is to pre- 
parc us for the more religious Commemo- 
ration of the Advent, that is, Coming of Chr 1/2 
in our Nature. 


Q. 12. With what Temper of Mind is 


this Preparation to be made: 


A. With firm Purpoſes, and ſincere Re- 


ſolutions of conforming ourſelves to the End 


and Deſign of our Savizir's Coming into the 
World, which wes to defrey the Forks of the 
Devil. Therefore we ought not to ſuffer 
din to reign in our mortal Body, or obey it 


in the various Lufls a. 1 John iii. 8. 
Rom. vi. 12. 
B 2 | 1 13. 


A. By conſtant Attendance upon the pub- 
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Q. 13. What proper Meditations does the 


Church ſuggeſt to prepare our Minds for this 
Seaſon 2 


A. The Conſideration of our Lord's ſecond 


Coming to judge the World, when he will 
execute Vengeance upon all thoſe that obey not 
his Goſpel. 2 Theſ. i. 8. 

Q. 14. Why does the Church renew the 
yearly Courſe of her Service, at this Time 
of Advent © . | 
A. Becauſe ſhe docs not number her Days, 
or meaſure her Seaſons ſo much by the Mo- 
tion of the Sun, as by the Courſe of our Sa- 
diour, beginning and counting on her Year 
with him, who being the Sun of R:ghteouſ- 
neſs, began now to riſe upon the World ; 
and as the Day-Star on high, to enlighten 
them that ſat in ſpiritual Darkneſs. | 

. I5. Since this Feſtival requires, and 
our Church has pointed ſuch precedent 
Preparation, let me know what Authority you 
have for the Obſervation of it? 

A. The Practice of the Primitive Church. 
For tho' we have no certain Evidence of the 
exact 'I'ime, when it was firſt obſerv'd; yet 


it appears plainly, that it was obſerv'd very 


carly : Which is an Argument of its pri- 
mitive Inſtitution. 

Q. 16. But is it not ſuperſtitious to ob- 
ſerve this Feſtival upon the 25th Day of De- 
cermber, when we are not certain, that that 
was the Day of our Saviour's Nativity? 

A. No; for tho' we were miſtaken in the 
Day (of which there is but little Reaſon to 
doubt) yet ſo long as we diſcharge the 
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CuHrRisTMAS-Day. 5 
Buſineſs of the Day with a becoming Piety 
and Devotion, the Miſtake is only in Cal- 


culation, not in Duty. 


Q. 17. What are we to believe concern- 
ing the Birth of Chri/t ? | 

A. That the Virgin Mary, by the imme- 
diate Operation of the Holy Gh, did con- 
ceive the Only-begotten Son of God, and 
aſter the natural Time of other Women 
brought him forth: Or as it is expreſs'd in 
our Creed, „ That he was conceiv'd by the 
„Hay Gheft, and born of the Virgin Mary.” 
Luke 1. 35. 


Q. 18. Why was it needful for the Holy 


Gho/t to do this: 
A, Both for the Honour and Purity of our 

bleſſed Saviour, that ſo he might come into 

the World free from all Tincture of Sin 


(with which all are dcfiled, who are con- 
ceiv'd and born in the eee ge, Way :) and 


alſo that by the Extraordinarineſs of his Birth 
he might fulfill the Prophecies, which God had 
before deliver'd concerning him. 2 Cor. v. 
21: Mat. i. 23, Luke 1, 27. 
Q. 19. What Prophecies foretold the mi- 
raculous Manner of his Birth ? 
A. Several in the Old Tiftament : More 
particularly, Fer. xxxi. 22. The Lord hath 
created a new Thing upon the Earth: A 
Iman ſhall compaſs a Man. And Iſaiah vii. 
14. Bebeld a Virgin ſhall conceive, and bear a 
Sen, and ſhall call his name, Immanuel. 
Q. 20. How does it appear that theſe 
Prephecies were fulfilled in Feſus Chri/t ? 

B 3 A. His 
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A. His Mother, that bore him, was a 
pure Virgin, as appear'd both from her own 
Account, and that of "7o/zph her reputed 

Huſband, both Perſons of known integrity, 
and unqueſtionable Credit. 


Q. 21. What Account have we of Joſephb 


zn this Caſe ? 


A. The Holy Ghoſt hath Ane by the 


Evangeliſt, that when Fo/eph, who was a juſt 
Han, doubted of her haſtity, an Angel was 
tent from Heaven, to allure him, that what 
was conceived in her, was only by the Holy 
Spirit, Mat. i. 19, 20. 

Q. 22. What Account have we of the 
Virgin? bo 

A. That when ſhe, who had Favour with 


God, objected the Impoſſibility of her being 


a Mother, the Angel explains it to ber, by 


the Holy on coming upon her, and the Power 


of the Higheſs over-fhadnwing her. And 
therefore that holy Thing, which was to be 
born of her, was to be called the Sen of Cad. 
Luke i. 30, 35. 
Qi. 23. What were the Circumſtances of 
his Birth? 

A. He was born at Bethlehem, according 
to the Prediction of the Prophet Micah : 
Whither Jaſepb and Mary went to be taxed, 
in obedience to the Decree of Auguſtus : I he 
Providence of God making uſe of this Con- 
juncture, by verifying a Prophecy, to ſignify 
and publiſh the Birth of the true M. ids. 
Mich. v. 2. 

Q. 24. Is any Thing elſe feruable upon 
this Occalion ? 
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A. Ves; the Concourſe of People to Beth- 
lehem was ſo great, that they could find no 
Accommodation, but a Stable, where the bleſ- 
ſed Virgin brought forth her firſt-born Son, 
wrapped him in Swadling Clothes, and laid him 
in a Manger. Luke ii. 

Q. 25. Had our Saviour a real Body, like 
unto one of us ? \ 

A. He had both a real Body, and a rational 
Soul, and was in all Things like unto us, Sin 
enly excepted, Heb. iv. 15. Luke xxiv. 39. 
Mat. xxvi. 37. 

Q. 26. Why do you make mention of 
the Perſen of whom Chriſt was born? 

A. To ſhew that he was the true Seed of 
Abraham and David, of whom the Prophets 
ſpake. For from Abrahan by David did our 
bleſſed Saviour deſcend. Gen. xxii. 18. 2 Sam. 
vii. 12. at. i. I. 
Q. 27. How was the Birih of our Sav/- 
our publifh'd to the World? | 

A. By the Adminiſtration of Angels. For 
as certain Shepherds were keeping watch over 
their Flocks by Night, the Angel of the Lord 
came upon them, and the Glory of the Lird ſhine 
round about them. And the Angel ſaid wnts 
them, Fear not; behold, I bring you good Tidings 
of great Joy, which ſhall bs to all Perfle ;, for 
unto you is born this Day in the City of David, 
a daviour which is Chriſt the Lord, Luke ii. 
9, 10, II. = 

Q. 28. How were the Shepherds. directed 
to find this new-born King? 

A. The Angel gave them a Sign, Ie fall 
find the Babe wrapped in Swadling Clothes, and 
| B 4 | lying 
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hing in a Manger, Accordingly they went 


to Bethlehem, found the Account true, and 
publiſh'd to the World what they had ſeen 
and heard concerning the holy Child Jeſus. 
Luke ii. 12. | 

Q. 29. How was this joyful News pub- 
k{h'd by the Angels and the Shepherds ? 

A. The Multitude of the heavenly Heft 
praiſed God in that devout Hymn, Ghry to 
God in the Higheſt ; on Earth Peace, Good-will 
zowards Men. And the Shepherds returned 
glorifying and praiſing God, Luke 11. 14, 20. 
Qi. 30. What may we learn from the 


. Circumſtances of our Saviour, Birth? 


A. They ought to teach us Humility, in 
an high; and Contentment, in a low Con- 
dition, For ſince the bleed Feſus, the eter- 
nal Son of God, choſe to be born in io mean, 
and obſcure a Manner, we ought neither to 
value ourſelves, for our R:ches and Grandeur; 
nor be uneaſy, impatient, and diſcontented, 
in a State of Poverty, _ 

Q. 31. What may we learn from the 
Manner of its Publication ? 


A. That God paſſed by the Miſe and 


Hy + ; and revealed it by Angels in a ſo- 
lemn Manner to poor Shepherds; making them 
the Inſtruments of communicating the Know- 


ledge of it to the Rich and Mighty. Thus 


God preaches the Goſpel to the Par; and 


Men of low Eſtate are employ'd to preach it 
to the Kings and Sovereigus of the World. 
Q. 32. What Thoughts are proper to en- 


tertain our Minds upon this Fe/t:val © 
A, Great 


CHRISTMAS DAY. 9 
A. Great Admiration of the wonderful Love 


of God towards Mankind, in ſending his 
enly-begatten Son to accompliſh our Salvation 


And great Thankfulneſs to the bleſſed Feſus, for 


his wonderful Humility and Condeſcenſion, in 
coming down from Heaven, being made Fleſh, 
and dwelling among us. 53 


Q. 33. How ought we to expreſs our Love 
to the bleſſed Feſus for this wonderful Conde- 
ſcenſion ? | 
A. By our conſtant Endeayours to Keep his 
Commands: By improving in Virtue and Ho- 
lines, embracing all Opportunities of conver- 
ſing with him, in Prayer, Meditation and 
hearing his Mord, and by receiving the bleſ- 
ſed Pledges of his Love, which he has left us 
in the holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 


Q. 34. How is the Olſervation of this Feſ- 
tival abuſed ? 


A. When inftead of making it an Inftru- 
ment of Religion, we chiefly employ this 
Holy Seaſon in Vanity and Polly, in Extra- 
vagance or Senſuality, in Luxury or Intem- 
Ons, or any other Acts of Impiety and 

ickedneſs, which are contrary to the De- 


ſign of our Saviour's Coming, who was made 


manifeſt that he might deſtroy the Ii s of the 
Ben John iii. 8. 22 7 45 

Q. 35. What Saints does the Church at 
this Seaſon commemorate? 

A. St. Stephen, St. John, and the holy Ju- 
nocents. 

Q. 36. Why are theſe plac'd immediately 
after Chriſtmas-&day © 


DS . Re. 


ro St. STEPAEN and St. JOHN. 

A. Becauſe it is ſuppos'd that St. Stephen 
is commemorated %, as being the firft 
#7artyr for Chriſtianity : That St. John has 
the ſecond Place, as being the Diſciple whom 
Jeſus loved: And that the Innocents are com- 
memorated next, becauſe their Slaughter was 
the , conſiderable Conſequence of our Sa- 
Dios Birth. 

Q. 37. What Concluſion may we make 
from this ? : | | 

A. That Martyrdom, Love and Innocence 
are firſt to be magnified, as by them Chri/t 
is molt honour'd. | | 

Q. 38. What Charafer does the Scrip- 
ture give of St. Stephen? 

A. They deſcribe him as a Man Perg of 
Faith, and of the Holy Ghojt; one that did 
creat onders and Miracles among the Peo- 
ple: Which imply his great Zeal and Piety, 
and that he was endow'd with an extraordi- 
nary Meaſure of the Divine Spirit. Acts vi. 

„8. 
: Q. 39. What Office did St. Stephen exer- 
ciſe in the Church ? | 

A, That of a Deacon, whoſe Bulineſs was 
to take care of the Poor; to make daily 
Proviſion for their publick Feaffs, and to 
keep ard diſtribute the Treafture of the 
Church ; and not only ſo, but to baptize, 
and to preach, and to aſfiſt the Biſhop or 
Pric!t, at the Celebration of the Lord's 
Supper. | 

Q. 40. What Method was taken to ſup- 
preſs his Doctrine? 

: | „ , 4 he 
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St. STEPHEN and St. JOHN. 11 
A. The Fews not being able to reſiſt the 


Wiſhm and the Spirit, by which he ſpate, 


hired Men of proffigate Conſciences to wit- 


neſs againſt him, that they had heard him 


ſpeak blaſphemous Words againſt Moſes, and 
againſt God. And upon this falſe Evidence 
he was floned to Death. As vi. 


Q. 41. What may we learn from St. Ste- 


Shen © | . 

A. To bear Afflictions patiently : - to vin- 
dicate our Religion in the worſt of Times : -- 
and to pray for our Enemies, Perſecutors and 
Slanderers, as he did, 

Q. 42. What Account does the Scripture 
give of St. John? | 1 

A. That he and St. James were the Sons 
of Zebedee ; -- that upon our Saviour's Call, 
they leſt their Father, and ther Employ- 
ment of Fiſhing, and followed Chriſt, and 
were afterwards for their ZeMF and Readineſs 
in preaching the Goſpel called Pranerges, or 
Sons of Thunder. Mat. iv. Mark iii. 17. 

Q. 43. What particular /Jarfs had St. 
John of our Savicur's Efteem ? 5 

A. He was one of the three, that heheld 
our Lord's glorious Transfiguration on the Hbnly 
Mount; was the Diſciple, whom Teſus lot; 
leaned on our Savimr's Bojom at the Paſchal 
Supper: And to him our Lord committed 
the Care of his Metber, the Meffed Virgin, 


when he was leaving the World. fat. xvii. 


"Fon Xin. 243-25; u. 28. 
Q. 44. What Per/ecutions did St. John un- 
dergo ? N 
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2 INNUCENTS. 

A, He was repreſented to Domitian the 
Raman Emperor, as an eminent Aſſerter of 
Atheiſm and Impiety, becauſe he oppos'd the 
Heathen Religion, and the Worſhip of falſe 
Gods; was caſt into a Cauldron of boiling Oil, 
but miraculouſly reſcued by divine Provi- 
dence ; was afterwards baniſh'd into the Hand 
of Patmos; and being releas'd thence, went 
and took the Government of the Church of 
Epheſus; and at about an hundred Years 


old died a natural Death in the Time of 


Trajan. 

Q. 45. What Mritinge did he leave be- 
hind him? 

A. His Goſpel againſt thoſe Hereticks, who 
denied our Saviour to be God, and ſaid that 
he was not from Eternity, nor had any be- 
ing, before he was conceiv'd and born into 
the World: His Epiſtles, as Exhortations 
to Love and Charity ; and the Revelations. 

Q. 46. What may we learn from the 
Obſervation of this Feftival ? 

A. To love our Lord Feſus Chrift with 


Sincerity : -- to be conſtant in all the Duties 


of Friendſhip: -- to adorn our Souls with 


 kuch Virtues and Qualifications, as may re- 


commend us to the Love of our Redeemer ; — 
and to be frequent in reading the holy Goſ- 


bel, which teaches us to abound in Chri/tian 


Charity and Love to our Neighbour. 

. 47. What was the Occaſion of the 
Death of theſe Innocent Children that were 
flain by Heroa © | : 

„A. Herd, being inform'd of one that was 
born King of the Jews, endeavours by an hy- 
pocritical 


INNO C ENT S. 13 


pocritical 3 Policy, even under the Pre- 
tence of worſhipping him, to deſtroy him. 
But being diſappointed, in a Rage he ſent 
and flew all the Children, that were in Beth- 
lehem, and in all the Coaſts thereof, from two 
Years old and under, in Hopes that this young 
Child ſhould fall in that general Deſtruction. 

Matt. ii. 16. 


Q. 48. In what Senſe were theſe Infants 


called Martyrs ? 


A. In that they ſuffer'd, upon the Account 

of Chriſt, and glorified Ged by their Deaths, 
How did our Saviour eſcape this 

bloody Deſign of Herod f 

A. God made known Mike the wicked 
Purpoſe of Herod, by the Miniſtration of an 
Angel. And therefore to ſecure the divine 
Infant, he, by the Direction of the ſame 
Angel, aroſe and took the young Child and his 
Mother, and departed into Egypt, where he 
continued till the Tyrant Hered was dead. Mat. 
Ii. 13, 14. 

G 50. How was Herod puniſh'd for his 
great HW icheaneſs ? 

A. He was ſmitten by God with man 
Plagues, and tormenting Pains and Diſeaſcs ; 
and in ſpite of all the Relief that his Phy- 


ficians could adminiſter, he was eaten of Worms 


and give up the Ghoſt. Acts xii. 23. 
51. What may we learn from the Ok- 


ſervation of this Feſtival? 


A. Firſt, That Afflictions are not 1 8 
an Argument of Guilt, ſince Innocent Children 
were made a "Rf" Wh to the Ambition of a 
cruel . 


Se condh; 


„ͤ "EASTER. 
Secondly, That we ought readily to part 


with what is dear to us, even our Children, 
when they may become Inftruments of God's 


Gloy 
Thirdh, That thoſe Parents, who neglect 


to inſtruct and educate their Children in 
Chriſtian and virtuous Principles, exceed the 


Cruelty of Herod; for he only killed the 


Body, but theſe expoſe both Body and Soul to 


eternal Death. 

Q. 52. What may be farther bart from 
hence? 

A. That to betrue Diſciples of Chri/?, we muſt 
become as little Children in the Frame and Tem- 


per of our Minds; without which we cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. xviii. 3. 

Q. 53. What is the Advantage of this 
| happy Temper E 


A. Tis the proper Diſpeſition for Devo- 
tion, and the Parent of religious Fear, and 
all Chriftian Virtues. It makes us glad to 
receive, and ready to obey the Hill of Gd; 
and renders us great in the Divine Favour 


Here, and moſt triumphant in Bl ifs and Glory 


m— 
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EXERCISE II. 


Bofer-day, M: 11ay, Tueſday, Aſcenſion- 
day, God's Ripht-hond, and Judgment, 


Q. 1. JJ HAT Fefe does the nen 


Cbſerve this Scaſon? 


4. The 


Y 4 -_— _ 2 


| EASTERN rg 
A. The great F*/tival of our Saviour's Ne- 


ſurrection; when (as our Creed expreſſes it) 


He roſe again the third Day from the Dead. 
Q. 2. What are we to believe concern- 


ing our Lord's Refurrection? 


A. That the Eternal Som of God, who was 
crucified and died for our Sins, did not long 
continue in the State of the Dead, but upon 
tne third Day, by the mighty Power of God 


did revive, by reuniting the ſame Soul to 
the ſame Body, which was buried, and ſo 


roſe the ſame Perſon, that he was before. 
Q. 3. Did Chri/t raiſe himſelf from the 
Dead? 
A. He was rais'd by the mighty Power f 
Cod. Nor could any Thing leſs than a Di- 
vine Poaver have done it. And as Chrift 


was God, as well as Man, ſo he did alſo in 


that reſpect concur in his own ReſurreQim, 
Thus he ſays, Deſtroy this Temple, and in three 
Days, I will raiſe it up. And again, I have 


Power to lay dium my Life, and I have Power 


to take it again. Epheſ. i. 19. John ii. 19. 
x. 18. 

Q. 4. How does it appear, that he did 
thus riſe from the Dead © 

A. By the Teſtimony of ſufficient and cre- 
dible Perſons, who were Eye-witneſſes of it, 
and ſaw him firſt cruelly put to death, and 


| afterwards beheld him alive again. 


Q. 5. What Te/2:many have we of this? 
A. We have the I/7itneſs of his Apeſtlec, 
of his Diſcipies, of above five hundred Bre- 
thren, who few him and convers'd with him. 
Many of whom cat and drank with him 
| after 
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after his Reſurrection, and died for the Te/- 
ti mony, which they gave unto it. 1 Cor. xv. 


5, 6. Luke xxiv. 36. John xx. 19, 25. Ads 


. 41 


Q. 6. Have you not ſome particular and 


poſitive Evidence in this Caſe ? 


A. Yes; St. Thomas did not believe, till he 
had ſeen, and was bid to ſearch the Holes, 
that the Nails had made in his Hands, and 
thruſt his Finger into his Side. And the reſt 


of the Apoſtles teſtify the ſame ; to whom he 


appear'd alive after his Paſſion, by many infal- 
lible Proofs, being ſeen of them forty Days, and 
ſpeaking of the T hings pertaining to the King- 
dom of God. John xx1. 27. Acts i. 3. 

. 7. Do not our Saviour's Adverſaries in 
ſome Meaſure confirm this Truth ? 

A. Yes; thoſe Soldiers, who were ſet to 
watch the Sepulchre, and guard the Body from 
the Hands of the Apoffles, upon the Sight 
of an Angel, which rolled away the Stone 


from the Door of the Sepulchre, trembled and 


became as dead Men, and reported unto the 
Chief-Prieſt all that had happened. Mat. 
xxvili. 11. 
Q. 8. Have you any further Te/t:mony be- 
ſides that of Man? | 1 1 
A. Yes; we have the Witneſs of Angels, 


John xx. 12. And the Mitneſs of Ged Him- 


ſelf, who without all doubt enabled the firſt 
Preachers of this very Article to work won- 
derfol Miracles in Confirmation of it; and 
thereby, as effectually as could be deſir'd, gave 
his own Evidence to the Truth of it. Acts ii. 


4. 00: 
Q. 9. 


one 
and 

the 
lat. 


be- 


gels, 
Him- 
firſt 
von- 
and 
gave 


As 11. 
L 9. 


BASTE R. 17 


Q. 9. Why did our Saviur appear only 
to his Followers, and not to the whole 7ewifh 
Nation © 

A. 1. Becauſe it was only of abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity, that thoſe who were to be firſt Pub- 
lifhers of the Goſpel, ſhould have the ut- 


moſt Evidence and Satisfaction concerning the 


Truth and Reality of Chriſt's Reſurrection, 

2. Becauſe by the ſame Reaſon, that he 
was obliged to have appeared to the Zewiſh 
Nation, it may be proved, that the whole 
Roman Empire ought to have had the ſame 
Advantage, and that he ſhould have ſhewn 
himſelf to all the ſeveral ſucceeding Ages 
of the World. 

Moreover, The Fews by their malicious Re- 
ſiſtance of the Evidence of our Saviour's Mira- 
cles, even of the greateſt, of raiſing Lazarus 
from the Dead, had made themfelves unworthy 
of ſo great a Favour; neither would they have 
been convinced by it. For he that will not 
be convinc'd by ſufficient Evidence, would 
not be convinc'd, tho' he fhould have even 
more than ſufficient Evidence. 

10. Why was it neceſſary, that Cbrꝭ 
hook: riſe Mite, the Dead? 5 j/ 

A. To ſhew that the Debt he died for was 
diſcharg'd, and that his Satisfaction was ac- 
cepted. If Chriſt be not riſen, ye are get in 
your Sins,” I Cor. xv. 17. 

Q. 11, What further Reaſon was there 
for this? 

A. By this he proved himſelf to be the 


Meſſias, and evidenc'd the Truth and Divinity 
of his Doctrine. He had appealed to it as a 


Sign 
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T 
Sign of his being a true Prophet : And there- 
fore if he had not riſen and accompliſh'd 
his own Prediction, he would have been a 
Deceiver. If Chriſt be not riſen, your Faith is 
vain, Mat. xii, 38. 1 Cor. xv. 

Q. 12. How long did Feſus Chrift abide 
in the State of the Dead? 

A. He roſe again the third Day, before 
his Body faw Corruption. 

Q. 13. Why did he viſe upon the third Day? 


A. Po ſhew that he roſe according to the 


Types and Prophecies that had gone before 
concerning him, and upon the very Day, 
that he himſelf had foretold he would rife. 
Jonah i. 17. Mat. xvi. 21. John ii. 19. 20. 

Q. 14. How does it appear that he roſe 
upon the third Day? 

A. He ſuffer? gen the ſixth Day, being our 
Friday; he roſe upon the firſt Day, com- 
monly called our Sunday; and ſo was dead 
part of Friday; all Saturday, and part of 
* | 

But is it not faid, that he was 
three 1 and three Nights in the Heart of 
the Earth? 

A. That is, three Days according to the 
Fewiſh Computation, or the Fews com- 
puted their Day from the Evening. Thus 
eight Days are ſaid to be accompliſh'd for 
ChriſPs Circumciſion, But the Day of his 
Birth, and that of Circumciſion went both into 
the Reckoning. Lute ii. 21. 

Q. 16. What is the ſpecial Importance of 
Carey 8 Refurrettion t to us? 4 
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EASTE R. 19 
A. It is very great. Inaſmuch as, I/, It 


docs beyond contradiction confirm the divine 


Authority of our ble//ſed Lord, and the Truth 
of our Religion And in the next Place, does 
aſſure us, that the Price of our Redemption was 
fully paid by him: And it is alſo a Pledge of 
our Reſurrection. Rom. i. 4. iv. 25. vi. 5, 9. 

Q. 17. How is the Reſurrection of Chri/t 
an Argument of ours? | 

A. Becauſe from his riſing from the Dead, 
he became the Friſt-fruits of them that ſlept. 
Which Fir/t-fruits among the Fews were an 
Farneft and Pledge of a future Harve/?, 
1 Tor. Xv. 20. | | 

Q. 18. How is this applicable to us ? 

A. That his Reſurrection ſecures ours to 


-P 


eternal Life: In that he who hath promis'd 


to raiſe us up, did raiſe himſelf from the Dead. 
Beſides, we are the Members of that Body of 
which Chriſt is the Head; and if the Head 
be riſer, the Hlembers muſt riſe alſo. 

Q. 19. Wherein ſhall the Bleſſedneſs of 
good Chriſtians conſiſt at the Reſurrection! 

A. In the mighty Change which ſhall be 
made in their frail and mortal Bodies, and 
the glorious Qualities, they ſhall be inveſted 
with: And in the conſequent Happineſs of the 
whole Man after the Reſurrection. 

Q. 20. What may we learn from quaSavi- 
our's Reſurrection ? | 

A. Jo eftablifh ourſelves in the Belief of 
our holy Religion, which receives the utmoſt 
Confirmation by his Reſurrection: To quicken 


our Repentance: To riſe from the Death of 


And to 


Sin to the Life of Righteouſneſs : 
live 
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live under a lively Senſe of that Happineſs 
he has compleatly purchas'd for ns, 

Q. 21. Does not the Churchſhow ſome parti- 
cular Concern for the O ervation of this Fe/trual? 

A. Yes, by ſetting apart the two follow- 
ing Days after Eaſter-Sunday, for the Exerciſe 
of Religious Duties; and by preſcribing the 
Communion to be celebrated every Day for 
eight Days together : As may be U 
the proper Preface appointed in the Commu- 
nion- Office, which is never to be uſed, but 
when the Lord's Supper is àAdminiſtred. 

Q. 22. What was the Occaſion of this J/ze#'s 
Solemnity ? 

A. * Twas principally intended for the Ex- 


preſſing our Joy for our Lord's Reſurrection; 


and to raiſe our devout Aﬀections in all thoſe 
happy. Conſequences, that are deducible from it. 

Q. 23. What are thoſe Conſequences © 

A, That our Ss when ſeparated from 
our Bodies ſhall live in another State; and 
then even our Bodies, tho' committed to the 
Grave and turned to Duſt, ſhall at the laſt 
Day rife again and be united to our Souls; 
and being thus united and glorified, the whole 
Man, Body and Soul, ſhall be made capable 
of Happineſs to all Eternity. 5 

Q. 24. Have you any Proof of this from 
Scripture ? | 


x8; in ſeveral Places. 1 


St. Paul tells us: F we believe that Feſus 
died and roſe again, even ſo them alſo who ſleep 
in Feſus will God bring with him. And in 


another Place ; As Chrift was rais'd from the 


Dead, fo fhall our mortal Bodies be quicken'd 


alſo 


arnt from 


ASCENSION. 21 
alſo by the ſame Spirit of Chriſt, which dwell- 
eth in us. John v. 28, 29. Rev. xx. 13. Acts 
xxiv. 85 1 Theſ. iv. 14. Rom. viii. II. 

Hov did our bleſſed Saviour difoole 
of inelt after he was viſen? 

A. He continued upon Earth ſometime 
with his Diſciples, both to confirm them in 
the Belief of his Reſurrection, and to inſtruct 
them more fully in all thoſe Things, which 


related to the Settling and Eſtabliſhing the 
_ Chriſtian Church, which they were afterwards 


to preach to the World; and then at the End 
of forty Days He aſcended into Heaven, John 


xx. 19, &c. Acts i. 3. 


Q. 26. How was the Aſcenſion perform'd | ? 
A. While he was blefling his Diſciples, he 


was taken up in a viſible Manner; a bright 


Cloud came down under his Feet, and he 


mounted by Degrees in it, They all ſtedfaſtly 
looking after him, till he was gone out of their 
Sight. Acts 1. 9, 10. 


Q. 27. What 7e Ai mony did the Angles bear 
to his Aſcenſion ? 


A. While the Apoſtles were looking after 


| him, two Angels appear'd to them, and aſ- 


ſur'd them, that as Feſus was taken from 
them into Heaven, /o he ſhould come in as glo- 
rious a Manner to judge the IWarld. Acts i. 11. 


Q. 28. Was it neceſſary the Aps/Hes ſhould 


be 1 of his Aſcenſion © 

A. Yes: In order to the Confirmation of 
the Certainty and Reality of it. As their Con- 
verſing, Eating and Drinking with him after 
his Death, ſufficiently prove his Reſurrection; 
jo his being taken up from Earth to Heaven 
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22 Go b's RIGHT- HAND. 


in the Preſence of them all, fully proves his 
Aſcenſion. 

Q. 29. Did Chri/? aſcend with the ſame Body, 
in which he convers'd with his Diſciples if 
ter his Reſurreeton ? 

A. He did aſcend in the ſame Body, and 
has aſſur'd us thereby, that we ſhall hereafter 


be receiv'd up thither in our Bodies, as well 


as Souls, and ſo reign in both together with 
im. 

| 30. Into what Part of Heaven did 
Chriſt aſcend ? 

Al. He aſcended into the bighef Heaven, 
where God does in a fingular Manner ſhew 


his Aajefty and Glory; and there his human 
Nature is ſeated far above all Angels and 


Archangels, all Principalities and Powers, even 
at the Right-hand of God. Eph. iv. 10. Mar, 
xvi. 19. 

CE Ei What do you mean by his ſitting 
at the Right-hand of God © 

A. The Advancement of his human Na- 


ture to the Height of Dignity and Authority 


in the Preſence of God: The Right-hand 
being efteem'd the Place of greatelt Honour 
and Favour. 


Q. 32. What elſe is implied in this Ex- 


reſſion? 

A. That Chriſt being aſcended up into 
Heaven, was immediately thereupon inſtated 
by God in the full Poſſeflion of his Kingly 
Office and Dignity, and ſhall continue to en- 
Joy it, till he has finiſh'd the whole Work 
of our Redemption, by beſtowing Glory and 
Salvation. 1 his faithful Servants, and by 


finally 


Gops RIOGHT-HAN p. 23 
finally deſtroy ing all his Enemies in Fell. fire. 
1. 

Q. 33. Does our Saviour do any Thing for 
us at preſent in Heaven ? 
A. Yes: He exerciſes his prie ly Office there 


by interceding effectually with God for our 


Firgiveneſs. He is a perpetual Patron and 

Advocate in our bchalf, to plead our Cauſe, 
repreſent our Wants, and to offer up our 
Prayers and Requeſts to God, by Virtue of his 
meritorious Sacrifice. © 

Q. 34. What Advantage may we receive 
from this ? 

A. By virtue of his Isterceſſien the true 
Penitent may expect Forgiveneſs; the weak 
but ſincere Chriſtian, Strength and Aſſiſtance; 
the Perſecuted, Comfort and Support. And 


| having fo powerful a Mediator with the Fa- 


ther, all may come boldly to the Throne of 
Grace, to obtain Mercy and Help in Time of 


Need. Heb. iv. 16. 


Q. 35. What Influenee ought the Mw: 


fien to have upon us? 


A, It ought to confirm our Faith, {treng- 
then our Hape, and raiſe our Afections to 
Things above. 

Q. 36. How long ſhall our Savizur Ch 
continue to fit and intercede for us at Ged's 
Right- Hand © 

" Till the End of the World; which be- 
ing come, he ſhall return again from thence 
in Power and great Glory, to Judge both the 
Quick and the Dead. Acts i. II. ili. 21, 

Q. 37. How thall they be judged © 3 

. In 
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A. In Righteoujneſs. For then all Secrets 
ſhall be revealed; and every Man ſhall give 
an Account of himſelf, and receive accordin 
to what he hath done in the Body, whether 


it be good or bad. 2 Cor. v. 10. 


Q. 38. What may we learn from hence? 

A, That we ought to reflect often on that 
great Account, which we muſt then make; 
ſtill preparing for it, that we may not be 
ſurprized when it comes. | 

Q. 39. To whom has God committed the 


Adminiſtration of this Zudgment ? 


A. To our Lord Feſus Chriſt, For God 
will judge the World in Righteouſneſs by that 
Man whom he hath ordain'd. And the Fa- 
ther judgeth no Man, but hath committed all 


judgment unto the Son, Acts xvii. 31. John 


v. 23. 

Q. 40. Why is this Judgment commit- 

ted to our Lorde . | 
A. That our Saviour might receive pub- 

lick Honour in that Nature in which he ſuf- 

fer'd: That he who was deſpiſed and re- 


jected of Men might appear in the Glory 9 


his Father, attended with an innumerable 
Company of Angels; and that all Men ſhould 
honour the Son, as they Honour the Father; 


and becauſe he is the Son of Man. John v. 


22, 27. 
0. 8 Who are thoſe that ſhall be zzdged ? 
A. Angels and all Mankind, The fallen 
Augels are reſerv'd in everlaſting Chains under 
Darkneſs, unto the Fudgment of the great Day. 


And we, the whole Race of Mankind, muſt - 


all 


Dörr - 25 
all appear before the Fudgment-ſeat of Chriſt. 
Jude 6. 1 Cor. 1x. 10. 

Q. 42. For what ſhall we be judged © 

A, For all Things done in the Body; all our 
E Thoughts, Words and Actions, ſnall then undergo 
the ſevereſt Scrutiny, All our good Deeds will 
be made manifeſt, All our Sins of Omiſſun and 
= Commuſſion ; thoſe againſt God, our Neighbour, and 
eus ſelves will be called to an Account at that Day. 
Q. 43. By what Meaſures ſhall the Sentence 
© paſs upon Men ? 
A. According to the Nature and Quality of 
their Actions. The Wicked ſhall go into ever- 


who {ok 9 x 
wy. Py e > . 
HEINE SIE n 


eternal. And the Rewards and Puniſhments of 
the next Life ſhall bear a Proportion to the Good 
or Evil Men have done in this. Mat. xxv. 46. 

| 2: 44. What will be done after Sentence is 
paſt ? 
wit = 4. The Wicked will be driven away by the 
Angels into their Place of Torment; and our 
Saviour, together with the Righteous, ſhall re- 
turn triumphantly to Heaven, there to reign in 
Glory for ever and ever, : 

Q. 45. What may we learn from the Cer- 


re- 
'y 0 OF, ; ; 
ble Nainty of a future Judgment? 
5 A. To keep a ſtrict Watch over ourſelves; to 
ther ; nortify our Luſts ; ſubdue our Paſſions, and go- 
ny. Pern our Lives with that Care and Conſideration, 
nd with that due Regard to the Meaſures of 
ged? Rur Duty, that we may be able to give up our 
Ellen counts with Joy and not with Grief, 
dey e What may we learn from the Un- 
Day. Prtainty of the Time, when we ſhall be j14ged ? 
muſt A. Immediately to reconcile ourſelves to Gez, 


a ſincere and hearty Repentance ; that the 


rrible Day of God's uhu, may not find us 
C- unpre— 


. 


laſting Puniſhment ; but the Righteous into Liſe 
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unprepared; and to be always upon our Guard, [1 
that we may make a daily Progreſs towards chriſ. 
tian Perfection, and conſtantly defend ourſelves 
againſt the Aſſaults of our ſpiritual Enemies. | 
Q. 47. What elſe may we learn from hence? 
A. To be frequent in all Acts of Piety and 
Devotion; that when we are ſummon'd to ap- 
pear, we may, if poſſible, be found employ'd in 
Religious Exerciſes: And to beg God's Grace, 
that the Day of Judgment may not overtake us 
unawares ; but that by a patient Continuance in 
well-doing we may wait for Glory, Henour ant 
Immortality, 5 | 


{ 
7 


Fi 
8 5 
5 
* 
' 


EXERCISE. I, © 
Whitſunday, Trinity-Sunday, St. Barnabas ” 
St. Fohn Baptiſt, and St. Peter. © 1 

© ( 

Q. 1. IN two former Exerciſes you gave 0 ſt 
Account of the Birth, Reſurrection an $, 


Aſcenſion of our Saviour Feſus Chriſt: Let mf Q 
know now, what Feſtival is celebrated by thine 
Church upon I/hitſunday ® 17 
As. The Deſcent of the Holy Gho/t upon th th, 
Apoſtles, in the viſible Appearance of fiery clouſhe N 
r and in thoſe miraculous Powers Whiq 
were then conferr'd upon them. Acts ii. 3. hich 
. 2. Why is that Feſtival, whereon the Tide C. 
bet deſcended, called 1 hitſunday © riſe 
A. Poſſibly from the glorious Light of Heaveſiy ( 
which was this Day ſent down upon the EarJCox 
from the Father of Lights. | * 
Q. 3. Is there not another Reaſon ? On. 


ric 


A. Yes; becauſe this Day being one of . 


{tat 


rd, ſtated Times for Baptiſm in the primitive Church, 
rilj- thoſe whp were baptiz'd, put on white Garments, 
les as Types (or Signs) of that ſpiritual Purity they 


ice? © to preſerve in the future Courſe of their Lives. 
and Q. 4. Since the Hah Ghoſt deſcended upon the 
ap- Apoſtles at this Time, what is needful to be be- 
d in lieved concerning him? 


A. Not only, that there is an Holy Ghoſt, but 


race, | 

ke us that he is the third Perſon in the ever bleſſed 
ce in Trinity, and is of the ſame Nature with the Fa- 
1 and cher, and the Son, very and eternal God. Art. 5, 


Q. 5. What are we to believe concerning the 
Trinity? | 
—— A. What the Church of England teaches us, 
„That there is but one living and true God, 
everlaſting, without Body, Parts or Paſſions, 
of infinite Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; 
the Maker and Preſerver of all Things, both 
viſible and inviſible ; and in the Unity of this 
* Godhead, there be three Perſons of one Sub- 
rave al} ſtance, Power and Eternity, the Father, the 
Aion and Son, and the Holy Ghoſt.” Art. I. | 
Let m Q. 6. Is there any Foundation for this Doc- 
by thine of the Trinty in Scripture ? 
IA. Yes, in ſeveral Places; more particularly, 
UPON ti the Form of Baptiſm, which is adminiſtred in 
ery clove Name of the Father, of the Son, and of the 
ers wid Ghoſt: 
i. 3. {ich St. Paul concludes his ſecond Epiſtle to 
\ the fe Corinthians; The Grace of our Lord Feſus 
rift, the Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of the 
f Heavy Ghoſt, be with you all, Mat. xxvili. 19. 
the EaCor. x11. 14. 
IQ. 7. How does it appear that each of theſe 
? rſons is G | 
dne of J4. Becauſe the Names, Properties and Opera- 
cat C 2 tions 


. „ „ö 


na bas, 
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receiv'd/in Baptiſm, and which they were obliged 


And that ſolemn Benediction, with 
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trans of Ged are attributed to each of them, n 
the holy Scriptures. FT 
Q. 8. How do you prove from Scripture tha 
the Son is God? 5 
A. St. John ſays, that the Mord was God. St 


Chriſt is over all God bleſſed fir ever. And man 
other Places. John i. I. 1 Tim. iii. 16. Rem. ix. 5 

Q. 9. How do you prove from Scripture thi 
the Holy Ghoſt is God? 1 

A. Becauſe the holy Scriptures aſcribe to hi 
the Names of God, the Attributes of God, ani 
the Honour of Ged. And he is join'd with Gy 
the Father, who will not impart His Glory to an 


ther as an Object of Faith and Worſhip, in By © 
tiſm, and the Apoſtolical Benediction. Acts v. i 
4. Heb. ix. 14. Mat. xxviii 19. 2 Cor. xiii. 1 9 
Q. 10. What Operations does the Seriptuſ 
aſcribe to the Holy Got? hes 
A. He is ſaid to teach us all Things; — to gui 0 
1 into all Trutb; -- to tell Things to come ; — 
ſearch all Things, even the deep Things of God: 85 
to comfort us in ¶Aflictions; to help our In firn A 


tics 3 — and as the Church Catechiim obſerve, , 
to ſanftify us and all the cleft Perple of G. 
That is, to be the Author and Principle of: 
Holineſs in us. John xiv. 26. xvi. 13. I Cor. = 
10. 2 Cor. i. 4. Rom. viii. 26. 
. 11, What was the firſt Effect of the Dy, , 
cent of the Hoh Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles ? aufe 
A. They began to ſpeak with other Tongualſ- th 
the Spirit gave them Utterance, wrought Mirac 2 
and propheſied, Hels ii. 4. Q. 
Q. 12. Wherein did this Gift of Ton, 
confilt ? | . 
A. In ſpeaking ſeveral Languages [in an % 
Raut)] as they had Occaſion, without ever hy 


— 
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learnt them; by which they were enabled to pub- 
lih that Religion with more Eaſe and Speed, 
5 which God had revcaled to them, all over the 


World. | 
Q. 13. How was this Gt conferr'd upon tlie 
* W Apoſtles f | 
fl 


A. Suddenly there came a Smind from Heaven, 


— N as of a ruſhmg mighty IV ind, and it filled all the 
IX. 8 Horſe where they were ſitting. And there appear'd 


e tha unto them cloven Tongues, lite as of Fire, aud it 
ſat upon each of them, Acts ii. 2, 3. . 
. 14. What docs this Sound of a mighty 
ind repreſent to us? | 
A. Tis a fit Emblem of the Divine Sp: it, by 
o 0G whoſe Efficacy the Goſpel ſhould be attende. 
n Ba with the Divine Power and Preſence, and have 
ts V. a ſpeedy and unexpected Succeſs. To this our 
Ini. IN Saviour had compared it in his Diſcourſe witli 
criptuſ Micodemmis, John ili. 8. | 
Q. 15. What do the clan fiery Tingurs re- 

To Slug preſent to us? | | 
2 Is A. Not only the Diverſity of Languages mi- 

ad : 


| Infi 7 


0 hi 
„ ant 


th On 


to preach to diverſe Nations; but the quick 


ov and piercing Efficacy of their Specch. 

oJ V} Q. 16. What do you mean by theſe fitting 
ple of upon cach of them; 

1 Cor. 


A. It ſignifies that this Gift of Tongues was 
onſtant, becauſe they had continual Uſe of it; 


the Dn that it was common to all the Apoſtles, be- 


s auſe they were all concern'd in the Propagation 
Jongueſpf the Goſpel, and to be 7/”, itneſſes of our Lord's 


t Mirac Leſurrection. 

Q. 17. What Evidence is there that this 14- 
of ToWffcio was real? 
: A, Tt was publickly wrought before man 
in wy 1tnefjes, and thoſe Enemies to Chriſtianity and 
ever " 8 to 


raculouſly infuſed into the Apz/?/es, to enable them 
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Doctrines they deliver'd, were revealed to them 


Goſpel, aſter ſuch Evidence for the Proof of it ? 


reſiſt ſo clear a Light, and to reject the great-F 


30 MWHITSUNDAY. 
to the Apoſtles. They gave Proof of it to the 
ſeveral Nations with which they convers'd, and 
fluently diſcours'd in the Languages of thoſe Þþ 
Countries were they went preaching the Goſpel. 
Q. 18. Might not the Apoſtles conſpire toge- Þ* 
ther to impoſe upon the Horld in this Caſe ? | 
A. No; becauſe they were not Strangers in Fe- 
„alem, but their Perſons, their Trade, their 
mean and illiterate Education was fully known ; 
and all that knew them were ſenſible that they 
could not obtain this extraordinary SA in an 
ordinary Way. och 
Q. 19. Had not the Apoſtles ſome Method of 
proving this Gift to be ſupernatural, and them-| 
ſelves infpir'd ? N 
A. Yes; the Giſt of Miracles which God con- 
ferr'd upon them, enabled them to prove to others 
with the moſt convincing Evidence, that thoſe 


from Heaven, and that they were God's Mej-F 
ſengers, authorized and commiſſioned by him. 
Q. 20. Is it not a geart Sin to diſbelieve the 


e 


A. It muſt be a Sin of the greateſt Size tof 


eſt Bleſſings that ever were beſtow'd on Man- 
J 


kind. How fhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great 
Salvation, which at the firſt began to be ſoiken by 
the Lord, and was afterwards con firm d by them that 
Leard him, Heb. 11. 3. | 5 
). 21. What are the ordinary Gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which attend Chriſtians to the End 
of the World ? | 
A. All thoſe Helps and Aſſiſtances, which arc 
neceſſary for the Performance of thoſe Conditi 15 
ons, upon which our Salvation depends. - ki 
Q. 22, Name ſome of them? - _ 4 
8 . Th 


ms 41 5 
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A. The enhlightning Mens Underſtandings in 


their ſincere and diligent Enquiries after divine 


hob Truth, diſpofing them to do their Duty, com- 
1, Errting them in Afflictions, fortifying them againſt 
oge. Lemptations, and filling them with the Love of 


God, co-operating or working with them in all 
Je z their religious Undertakings, and guarding mr 
in all their Hays. 


— Q. 23. Does the Holy Ghoſt fo over-power 

they] Men, that they cannot reſiſt it? 

as A. No, certainly; for Man has Rill the Uſe 
| of his Faculties free; but this Divine Power a- 

od of wakens and inclines him to keep Cd's Command- 

hem ments, and enables him to do it, if he does all 

f be can towards it. 

con- Q. 24. How long ſhall the Holy Ghoſt con- 

ther tinue thus to aſſiſt us? 


tho! A. So long as there ſhall any faithful Chriſtians 
| remain in need of his Aſſiſtance; which becauſe 
22 there will be to the End of the World, therefore 

| Chriſt has promiſed that he alſo till then fhall 


a the continue to conduct and govern his faithful 
it? Lervants. John xiv. 16. Aut. xxviii. 20. 
dize toll Q. 25. By what means may we obtain this 
great Help of the Holy Ghoſt? 


Man- A. By event Prayer to Co for his Grace, 
by a diligent Care to uſe that Portion of it, 
whatever it be, which G hath given us, to his 
| Honour and Service; and by abſtaining from- all 
wiltul and voluntary Sin, by which we ericve 
A th the Holy Spirit, provoke him to depart from us 
be End and leave us to ourſelves. Like xi. 9, 13. Eph. 
oy W. 38. 1 The}. v.19. 

Q. 26. What may we barn from the Oljer- 
vation of this Feſtival ? 

A, To thank God for thoſe miraculous Gifts 
he beſtow'd upon the 3 whereby they were 


enabled 


nich are 
Condit 


A, The 


us to do fe Duty, and which God 1s ready to 


| W Fare of at this IMGT 


32 St. BARNABAS. 
enabled to convert the World, and record his 
Will in the Holy Scriptures : To live according 


to their Doctrine, and to beg of God the Gift 
ef his ly Spirit, which is fo neceſſary to enable 


er 
5 8 


1755 - our hearty and fervent Prayers. 
What may we learn from the Doc- 
trine of the Trinity? 

A. To ſubmit our Reaſon to the Obedience of 
Faith: To believe what we are ſufhciently aſ- 
ſured God has revealed, tho' vie cannot compre- 
hend it; and to admire and 2 adore the moſt glori- 
ous Trinity, as being joint Authors of our Sal- 
dation. 

Q. 28. What other + ans can you give an 
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A. The Teaſt f Barnabas, of St. ohn 
Bop. ;/t, and of St. = | 
2 20: W hat Acccunt have you of St. Bar- 
nabas © 
A. That he was born at Cyprus, and deſcended Þ 
from the Tribe of Levi; that he was a Man full Þ tt 
of Faith and of the Holy Ghoſt, eminent for Þ n 
Prophetick Gifts, diſtinguiſh? d by his Charity in ſel- I th 
ling his whole Eſtate for the Relief of poor ch 
Chriſtians ; ; and ſome ſuppoſe that from hence he 
was called the Son of Conſolation, Acts xi. 24. Þ ty; 
iv. = 
G. 30. When was he converted to Chriſtianity? of 
A. The particular Time is uncertain, but he Þwa 
is generally eſteem'd one of the ſeveniy Diſciples Te 
choſen by our Saviour. = 
31. How was St. Barnabas called to the 
Converſion of the Gentiles © 5 
A. By the particular Deſignation and Appoint- \ 
nent of the Hely Ghoſt ; for while the Church at 
1 lech miniſtred to the Ee. 4 and faſted, a fs 
10/7 F 
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Ghoſt faid, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 


Ng Maorſb whereunto I have called them, Acts xili. 2. 


ift! Q. 32. In what Manner was this Deſignation 
dle to the Service of the Church perform'd ), 
to A. Faſting and Prayer preceded, and then In- 
EB poſition of Hands; for when they had faſted and 
oc- prayed and laid their Hands on them, they ſent 
them away, Ads xiii, 3. | 
» of Q. 33. What was the Cauſe of that Conten- 
al. tion mention'd, Acts xv. between him and St. 
pre- £ Paul? | : | 


ori- A. Theſe two holy Men having agreed to viſt 
Sal- Þ the Churches they had planted in Lia, Barnabas 
| propoſed to take his Kinſman Mark along with 
e an them; St. Paul would not conſent to it, becauſe 
in their former Travels, Marg had two much 
en conſulted his own Eafe, and left them at Pam- 
philia. Acts xv. 37. 
Bar-! Q. 34. How did the Providence of Sd improve 
this Conteſt ? - | 
>nded ® A. By making Chriſtianity thereby ſpread far- 
n full ther than if they had continued together; for Bar- 
t for ¶ nabas failed to Cyprus and employed himſelf in 
in ſel- the Converſion of that Iſand, while Paul dif- 
poor charged the ſame pious Office in other Parts. 


ice he Þ CQ. 35. Where did St. Barnabas ſuffer Mar- 
ci. 24. tyrdom © 


ö 


A. Tis thought at Salamis, the principal City 


anity ! of Cyprus ; where by the Malice of the Fews he 
but he was tumultuouſly aſſaulted, and after exquiſite 
iſciples Þ Tortures, ſtoned to Death. 


Q. 36. What may we learn from the Ohſer- 
vation of this Feſtival? 


A. To deſpiſe Eaſe and even Life itſelf, when 
we have an Opportunity of propagating Chriſtian 


to the 


,ppoint- 
1wrch at 


the Flag pur Brethren, and when their Neceſſitics are great 
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34 St. Jo HN BAPYT IST. 
and preſſing, to deny ourſelves ſome Convenience 
in order to relieve them. ö 
Q. 37. What Character does our Saviour give 
of John the Baptiſt? 5 
A. That among them that are born of amen, 
there hath not 73 a greater Prophet than John] 
_ the Baptiſt ; and that he came neither eating nor ; 
_ drinking, which implies a Way of living more 
then ordinarily rigorous and auſtere. Mat. xi. 11. 
O. 38. Why does the Church celebrate his 
Nativity? | 3 
A. Becauſe his Birth was wonderful, by Rea. 
ſon of the Circumſtances of it; being foretold 
by an Angel; bornwhen his Parents were well firick-F 
en in Years, and his Father miraculouſly ſtruct 
Dumb for a Seaſon; and becauſe his Nativity was 
a Warning and Pledge of our Saviour's. Lukei 
75 13, 20. TE . g 
Q. 39. Why was St. John call'd the Baptiſt? 
A. Becauſe thoſe whom he made his Proſelytes 
he enter'd into this new Inſtitution of Life hf ! 
Baptiſm; a Rite formerly uſed by the Fews, but 
never before St. John's Time, to hgure out to 4 
them Repentance and Remiſſian of Sins. Beſides, he n 


had the Honour to baptize our Saviour, Mat. iii W 
Q. 40. What was the Manner of his preach- ar 
ing! pr 


A. He conſtantly ſpake the Truth, boldly re 
buked Vice, reproved the Wickedneſs of all Rau] 
and Orders of Men, and preſſed upon them thei Phe 
Duty to God and thoſe of their particular Placaſ ex 
and Relations. Luke iii. 10, c. | 

Q. 41. Wherein was St. John the Fore- runte 9}; 
of our Saviour © 1 

A. In that his whole Miniſtry tended to pie 
Pal 


St. JOHN BAPTIST. 35 
ices © pare the Way for the, Reception of our Savior 
and his Doctrine. | 

Qi. 42. How did he prepare the Way for our 
 Saviour's Reception? | | 

men, | A. By proclaiming to the Fews the Approach 
John of the Meas, that he whom they had fo long 


give 


Ant 3 dom was ready to appear; and therefore they 

. 11. ought to break off their Sins by Repentance, and 

e bis by Reformation of Life, fit themſelves to receive 
the glad Tidings of the Goſpel, Matt. iii. 1, 2. 


ö 


Rea- : Q. 43. Did any of the antient Prophets take 


retoll Notice of this Perſon ? 
Rrick- A. Yes; Jaiab calls him the Voice of him that 
ſiructÞ crieth in the IVilderneſs, prepare ye the May of the 
ty was Lord. Malachi ſtyles him the Meſſenger, that was 
uke i to prepare the Way of the Lord, and further 
| deſcribes him under the Character of Elijah the 
aptiſt? | Prophet. Ia. xl. 3. Mal. iii, 1. iv. 5, 6. : 
ſelytes Q. 44. Wherein did St. John the Bapti/t re- 
ife by ſemble Elijab? 
vs, bu A. In that he made it his Buſineſs to promote 
out to © general Reformation of Manners, was an emi- 
«des, he nent Prophet, ſuperior to others of that Character; 


12 
on 


fat. in was of ſingular Abſtinence and n 10. 


tired from the Vices and Faſhions of the World, 
and was courageous and zealous in oppoſing the 
prevailing Corruptions of it. 

Q. 45. What do you infer from hence? 

A. Not that he was that very Elijuh who pro- 
pheſied under the Law, and whom the Fews 
expected to appear in his own Perſon ze but that 
he came under the Character of him, even in the 
run irit and Power of Elijah, Like i. 17. 
Q. 46. Wherein did St. Jom the Baptiſt exceed 
4 to pit the other Prophets, that went before him? 

— A. Not only in chat he atteſted to the Coming 


preach 


I 1e 

I Rani 
em thel 
Ar Place 


and 


expected was nigh at Hand, and that his King- 
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30 S. PETER. 
and Doctrine of the Maſſias, in a plainer Manner 
than any of the old Prophets had done; but in that 
ne was honour'd with more ſignal Revelations, 
and his Dectrine attended with greater Succeſs 
and Efficacy; almoſt the whole Fewih Nation 
flowing in to his Baptiſm, and confeſling their Sins, 
F008 1. 7, 20; 124 33. Mak. i;-55 D; | 
47. How and upon what Occaſion was St. 
John put to Death? 
A. He was beheaded by the Command of 
HJHerod, at the Regueſt of the Daughter of Herodias; 
as tully appears from the 14th Chapter of St, 
Matthew, 
2. 48. What may we learn from the Obſervatim 
of this Feſtival? | | 
A, To deſpiſe the World and all the Enjoy- 
ments of it, when they treſpaſs upon, or are 
inconſiſtent with our Duty; to ſet a ſtrict Guard 
upon our Senſes, and by frequent Retirement and 


Mortification to keep the Body in ſubjection to | 


tae Mind, and to take all prudent Means to re- 


prove the Vices of others, when the Providence 


of God gives us a fair Opportunity for it. 


Q. 49. Was St. Peter one of St. John Baptiſt's g 


Dilciples ? | 


A. Tis thought fo; becauſe his Brother St. An- 
drew certainly was, and upon the firſt News of 
Chriſt's Appearing, St. Peter was very forward to 
converfe with him, as if he had been awaken'dF 


to expect the Meſſids. P nary i. 40. 
Q. 50. What was the 


our Lord's Diſciple ? | 
„A. The Miracle of the great Draught of Fiſhes, 
epon which he acknowledged his own Vilenels, 
and became a conſtant and inſeparable Diſciple 
of Chriſt, Luke v. q, 10, II. . 
Q. 51. St. Peter's Name was originally Fr 
| at 
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What did our Saviour ſeem to denote when he 
called him Cephas or Peter? 

A. The Firmneſs and Conſtancy of St. Peter's 
Faith, which tho' ſhaken, could not be over- 
thrown; and his Zeal and Activity in building 
up his Church. Mat. xvi. 18. 

Q. 52. What was St. Peter's Profeſſion, before 
he was called to be an Apoſtle? 

A. He was a Fiſherman, a Trade toilſome and 
laborious in itſelf, and bringing but ſmall Advan- 
tage to thoſe that were yang" Ju in it. Mat. iv. 18. 

53. How came our Saviour to chooſe Men 
of ſuch mean Profeſſions? 

A. To manifeſt the great Power of God in eſtab- 
lining Chriſtianity, when ſuch mean, illiterate 
Perſons were able to ſubdue the World to the 
Obedience of the Goſpel. 

Q. 54. Why did St. Peter decline having his 
Feet waſhed by our Savicun? 


A, Out of great Modeſty and a Senſe of his 


own Unworthineſs ; till underſtanding the My- 
ſtery of the Action and the Advantage of it, i 
deſired to have his Hands and his Head alſo waſh- 
ed, rather than loſe the Benefits of it. John 
xili. . ä | 

G 55. What may we learn from this Action 
of our Saviour? | 


A, Humility and Condeſcenſion ; not to refuſe 


the meaneſt Offices of Kindneſs and Charity, when 
God incarnate vouchſafed ſo much to abaſe himſelf, 
Q. 56. How did St. Peter behave himſelf up- 
on the Approach of our Saviour's Sufferings ? 
A. He ſeemed reſolved to ſtand by his Maſter 


upon all Occaſions, to fight for him, to hazard 


his Life, rather than deny him; yet truſting ſo 
much to his own Strength, he became a great Ex- 
ample of human Frailty, in denying his Maſter. 
Mark xiv. 68. i. . 
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38 St. P E T E R. '2 
Q. 57. How was he recovered from his Fall!?“ 
A. Our Lord turned and looked upon Peter, and! 

Peter remembred the Word of the Lord, how he | © 

had faid unto him, before the Cock crow, thou 

ſhalt deny me thrice, Luke xxii. 61. 

Q. 58. How did St, Peter improve this gra- 
cious Loot? 

A. By paſſionately bewailing his Frailty and the 
Aggravations of it, endeavouring by his peniten- 
tial Tears to waſh away his Guilt; for he went 
out and wept bitterly, LZuke xxii. 62. 

Q. 59. What may we learn from hence ? 

A. Not to lay too great a Streſs upon our own 
Strength, leſt we tempt God to humble our Pride 
by withdrawing his Grace, For we are never in 
greater Danger of being overcome by "Tempta- 


tions, than when we ſuſpect our own Hearts leaſt. 


Q. 60. Did our Savicur ſeem particularly fa- 
vourable to St. Peter, in appearing fo early to him 
after his Reſurrection: „ 

A. Yes; to comfort him under his great Sor— 
row for his late Fall, to ſupport him with freſh 
Aſſurances of his Favour, and to confirm him 


in the great Article of his Reſurrection. 


Q. 61. What Manner of Death did he die? 
A, He was crucified with his Head downwards, 


affirming that he was unworthy to ſuffer in the 


fame Poſture, wherein his Lord had ſuffered be- 
fore him. | 3 | | 
Q. 62. What may we learn from the Com- 


memoration of this great Apoſtle © 


A. To bewail the Follies of our Lives, and 
to mourn bitterly for our Tranſgreſſions; to bear 
Reproof with Patience and Humility, and to re- 
pair the Breaches of our Duty by greater Zeal 


and Induftry in God's Service for the future; and, 
Finally, with Joy and Chearfulnets to do all the 


Offices 
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ALL-SAINTS. 39 
Offices of Piety and Charity to our fellow Chriſ- 


tians, knowing that our Labour ſhall not be in 
vain in the Lord, 1 Cor. xv. 58. 


EXERCISE Iv. 
All Saints, St. Bartholomew, St. Matthew, 
St. Michael. | 


W CCC 


Q. 15 
St. John, and the reſt, called Saints? 
A. Becauſe they eminently excelled in all Chriſ- 
tian Virtutes, adorn'd the Doctrine of God our 


Saviour in all Things, were conſtant and uni- 


form in the Diſcharge of their reſpective Duties, 
notwithſtanding the Rage and Malice of evil 
Men, and atteſted the Truth of the Gœſpel with 
their Blood. „„ 

Q. 2. Why does the Church inſtitute a Feſ- 
tival in Commemoration of All Saints? 

A. Our Refermers having laid aſide the Cele- 
bration of a great many Martyrs Days, which 
had grown too numerous and cumberſom to the 
Church, thought fit to retain this Day, whereon 


the Church by a general Commemoration, returns 


her Thanks to God for them all. 

Q. 3. What do you mean by the Communion 
of Saints? | 

A. That the Saints have in common, one 
God, one Chriſt, one Holy Gheſt, one Lord, one Faith, 
one Baptiſm, me Hope; and that they commu- 


nicate with one another ih all Duties of Piety 


and Charity. 
Q. 4. What Communion have the Saints here 
belew with thoſe above? | 
. A. Thoſe 


H are the Apoſtles, as St. Peter, 
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40 ALLSAINTS. 
A. Thoſe upon Earth are called Fellotu-Citi- 
zens with the Saints and of the Houſhold of God, of 
the ſame Family with thoſe in Heaven. We bleſ, 
God for them, rejoice at their Bliſs, give Thanks 
vor their Labours of Love, and pray, that with 
them, we may be Partakers of the heavenly King- 
dom. Eph. ii. 19. ili. 15. 
How do the Saints above end their 
Communion with thoſe Helo? 
A. They pray for us, for our Conſummation and 
Bliſs, rejoice at our Converſioan; but what further 
the Saints in Heaven do particularly in re- 


lation to us, or what we ought to perform in 


reference to them, is not revealed in Scripture, 
nor can be concluded from any Principle of Chrit- 
tianity. Luke xv. 
oQ 6. What 34 you think of that Honour 
which is paid to them in the Church of Rome? 
A, It is not only vain and without all War- 


rant from God's Mord; but indeed fuper/titions 


and idolatrots. 

Q. 7. How do you prove that ? 

A. To honour a Creature with the ſame ark; 
of Adoration we do our God, to put up the ſame 
Petitions to a finite Being, we do to the Almighty, 
is certainly to give the Creature the Honour due 
to the Creator; which cannot be done without 
the Peril of Idola try. 

Q. 8. What may we learn from the Obſerva- 
tion of this Feſtival? 

A. The Wiſdom and Happineſs of being reli- 


 gious, that thro' much Tribulation we muſt en- 


ter into the Kingdom of God, and that we ought 
to hoanwur the Saints by commemorating their Piety, 
congratulating their Victories over the World, 
rejoicing in their Glory; but * in imita- 
ting their Virtues. 

Q. 9. 


St. BARTHOLOMEW. 41 


Th 3 Q. 9. What Saints are you prepared to give 
of an Account of at this Time? 
eſs A. St. Bartholomew, St. Matthew, and St. Mi- 


wks WI thael? 


ith L Q. 10. Was St. Bartholomew one of the twelve 


ng- b | Abo/tles © 


neir express 48 clear in this Matter ; beide, he is 
ſuppoſed to be Nathanael, mentioned John 1. who 
and was one of the firſt Diſciples that came to Chr:/?, 
ther Chap. * 
re- Q. 11. What Reaſon have you to ſuppoſe that 
a in Þ Nathanael and Bartholbmew are different Names 
ture, belonging to the ſame Perſon? 


hriſ- A. Becauſe St. John particularly reckons Na- 


Hanel among the Number of the Apoſtles; and 
onour the other Evangcliſts name Bartholometo, and 
ne ® take no Notice of Nathanael. 


War- Q. 12. What Character does our Savicur give 


2itious of him? 
A. That he was a Man of true Simplicity and 


Integrity, an Iſraelite indeed in whom was no Guile, 


Marks Ino Art of Hypocriſy or Deceit. Fohn i. 47. 


. fame I Q. 13. Wherein appears the Sinplicity of his 


nighty, ind? 
ur due I A. In that when he was told of Jeſus, he was 


vithout hot carried away with popular Prejudice; but 


ing fully ſatisfy'd that he was the Maſſias, he 

bſerva- reſently owns him as ſuch, calling him the Son 
G:d, and the King of Iſrael. Ichm i L 49» 

g reli- | Q. 14. How did he ſuffer Martyrdom? 
uſt en- | A. Some ſay he was crucify'd Sith his Head 
> ought Pownwards ; others, that he was flaid alive; how- 
r Piety, er, whatey er his Tortures were, he bore them 
orld, Iearfully, and comforted and confirmed his 
imita- Thriſtian Converts to the laſt Minute of his Life. 


Q. 9. Pen of this Feſtival? A, That 


Q 15. What may we learn from the Obſer- 


— Oe nc att 1 = 
: , 4 —_ — — : * ＋ — => _ . i 


— ” 


9 K * * WF a i ” N — 
- I — — K - — * 2 — 3  c- r f 7 IE om. — 
2 — — — ͤ H—0 T . LO ů — — — —ůů—— — * 
— — _— ” 2 7 2 22 T3 222... So. OR IT. "IAA — - - — 
— — - —_— =; — 0 2 : — — = ras 3 — . 
2 LT, "I od —_ " — 2 — 2 — 2 
8 2 — „ 1 

A = 2 2 Ki * 72 — a 

- * 1 = racine — wu * 22 3 © — 

—— 2 SY " 


— — 
—— 


| their Rent, and to raiſe a conſiderable Profit to 


—— ů I 3 3 r wt AS Te = — pr 
rr SOIL Be I ISIS SSSI 


42 St. MATTHEW. 


A. That a Mind free from Prejudice is the 
beſt Preparation for the Reception of the Truth, 
and that Sincerity is abſolutely neceſſary to make 
our Obedience acceptable to God, and our Con- 
verſation valuable among Men; Integrity of Mind 
being the higheſt Character and Commendation 
of a good Man. 

Q. 16. Who was St. Matthew ? 

A. He was of Jewiſh Extraction, yet exerciſed 
the Office of a Publican or Tall-gatherer to the 
Romans, which was an Office of bad Report a- 
mong the Fes. Mat. x. 3. 

Q. 17. What made this Office ſo odious to 
them ? 

A. The Covetouſneſs and Exaction of thoſe 
that managed it; for having farmed the Cu- 
toms of the Romans, they oppreſſed the People 
by Extortion, that they might be able to pay 


themſelves. 
Q. 18. How did the Jews ſhew their Abhor- 
rence of the Publicans? | 
A, By counting it unlawful to do them any 
Office of Civility or common Kindneſs ; by reful- 
ing their Evidence in any Cauſe, depriving them 
of all Communion in prublick Worſhip, by Thun- 
ning their Company, and eſteeming it infamous 
and unlawful to marry into the Famihy or an) 
Re. | | 
Q. 19. In what did St. Matthew's Office mor vi 
particularly conſiſt? | | 
A, In gathering the Cuſtoms of all Merchan Gy 
dize, that came by the Sea of Galilee ; and here 
was that he fat at the Receipt of Cuſtom, wheſ Ac 
our Saviour called him to be a Diſciple. Matſp, 
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St. MATT HE V. 43 
2. 20. Is it probable he had any Knowledge 


of our Saviour before he was called ? 

A. Yes; living at Capernaum, the Place where 
our Savicur's Miracles and Sermons were very 
frequent, he might be prepared in ſome Mea- 


| ſure to receive the Impreſſions which our Sav:- 


| our's Call made upon him. 
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Q. 21. What made St. Matthew's Compli- 
anc? with our Saviour's Call fo valuable ? 

A. In that he exchanged rich and plentiful 
Circumſtances and a gainful Offce, for Poverty 
and Hardſhip, and preferr'd the Attendance upon 
the Sen of Man, who had not where to lay his Head, 


before all the Advantages of Intereſt and Relations, 


Q. 22. How did he expreſs his Satisfaction in 
becoming our Lord's Diſciple ? 7 

A, He made a great Entertainment for our 
Saviour and his Diſciples at his own Houſe, whi- 
ther he invited all his Friends, eſpecially thoſe of 
his own Profeſſion, piouſly hoping that our Lord's 
Converſation might influence them alſo. 

Q. 23. What may we learn from our Saviour's 


ſo familiarly converſing with Publicans and Sinners? 


A. That the greateſt Sinners are Objects of 
our Pity rather than Contempt, that we ought 
to uſe our Endeavours for their Converſion, and 
prefer Acts of Mercy and Charity, whereby Sin- 
ners may be reclaim'd, before all ceremonial Obſer- 
vances, and the nice Rules of Perſons converſing 
with one another. 

(). 24. How was he qualified to write his 
Goſpel © 


A. By being an Eye-witneſs of the Life and 


Actions of our Saviour, and by being free from 
thoſe Temptations which prevail upon Men to 
impoſe upon others. 

Q. 25. What may we learn from the Oh/er- 
vation of this Feſtrval A, That 


- = = a — 
> — - — — 
. — CR 


44 St. MTC HA ET. 


A. That there is Mercy for the worſt of Sin— 
ners, if they repent of and forſake their wicked 
Practices; and that we ought to deſpiſe the 
World with all the Riches and Splendor of it, 
when they ſtand in Competition with our Duty. 

Q. 26. What is the next Feſtival you promiſed 
an Account of? 7 ' 

A. St. Michael and all Angels. 

Q.27. Why does the Church obſerve this Feſtival? 

A. To expreſs her Thankfulneſs to God 
for the many Benefits it hath receiv'd by the Mi- 
niſtry of Holy Angels; and becauſe St. Michael is 
recorded in Scripture as an Angel of great Power 
and Dignity, and as preſiding and watching over the 
Church of God, with a particular Vigilance and 
Application, and triumphing over the Devil, it 
therefore bears his Name. Dan, x. 13. Jude . 
Rev. xii. 7. „ I 

Q. 28, What do you mean by Angels? 

A. By Angels J mean, celeſtial or heavenly 
Spirits, a divine Sort of Meſſengers, made and 
employed by and under Gad. 

Q. 29. What is their C ice? | 

A. Their Mice conſiſts in conſtantly attending 
upon the great King of Heaven and Earth, ex- 
pecting his Commands, and being ready to exe- 
cute his Will. : 

. 30. What Account does the Scripture give 
of St. Michael? 

A. That he was an Arch-ange! that preſided 
over the Jeroiſb Nation, as others did over Greece 
and Per/ta ; that he had an Army of Angels under 
| his Command and Conduct; that he fought with 
the Dragon and his Angels; and that contending 
with the Devil, he diſputed about the Body of 
Aoſes, Dan. x. Rev. xii. 7. Jude q. || « 
Q. 31, Wherein conſiſts the Miniſtry of 77 . 
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A. In declaring upon Occaſion the Mind and 
Will of Chr? to his Church, and in guarding 


and defending the Servants of God from out- 


5 ward Dangers, and from the Fury of evil Spirits, 


Q. 32. What Inſtances have you when want of 
ck his Will by Angels ? 

A. Moſt of the Giving Meſſages were convey'd 
to the antient Prophets this Way ; and the Caſe 
oi St. Fohn Baptiſt's Birth, the Bleſſed Virgin's Con- 
ception, and our Saviour's Birth and Reæſurrection 
are evident Proofs of it. Luke i. 13, JI. ii. 10. 

3. What Inſtances have you of Angels 
guarding and defending good Men from Dangers? 

A. Lot was reſcued from the Flames of Sadam, 
{aac from falling a Sacrifice upon Mount Moriah, 
and St. Peter was delivered from the Cruelty of 
Herod, and from all the Expectation of the People 
of the Jews. Gen. xix. xxIi. At Xii. 11. 

Q. 34. How are yoo Angels further employ- 


ed about good Men ? 


A. Being peculiarly preſent. in the Aſemblies 
of God's Worſhip, they aſſiſt good Men in the Diſ- 
charge of the religious Offices. 1 Cor. xi. 10. 


Q. 35. Is there any Thing elſe, in which they 
aſſiſt them! ? 


A. Yes; at the Hour of Death they ſtand by 
them in that great Conflict, and convey their ſe- 
parated Souls into the Manſions of Bleſſed- 
neſs; which is confirmed by our Saviour, when 
he tells us, upon Lazarus's Death, That he was 
carried by Angels into Abraham's Boſom, Luke 
Xvi. 22, 

Q. 36. Do they not aſſiſt good Men at the Day 
of Fudgment © 

A. Yes; at that mighty Day, they ſhall be 
great Inſtruments of the Reſurrection of our Bo- 
dies, and the Re-umon of them to our Souls; as 


Gur 


46 . MICHAEL. 

our Bleſſed Saviour plainly intimates, Mat. xiii, 
9, 49- 

L 37. Wherein conſiſts the Miniſtry of wick- 

ed gelt? 

A. In trying and exerciſing the Virtues of 
righteous Men, as was the Caſe of Fob, and the 
Church of Smyrna; in puniſhing the Wicked, 
as was the Caſe of Saul and Ahab; and in execut- 
ing Vengeance on them in another Word. Job i. 2, 
Rev. ii. 10. I Sam. xvi. 14. 1 Kings xxii. 20, Cc. 

* 38. Is this all their Employment ? | 

A. No; they ſet themſelves in Oppoſition to 
the Oly of Ged and the Salvation of Mankind, 
tho they are reſtrained in the Exerciſe of their 
Power ; beyond which they cannot exert it with- 
out Divine Permiſſion. 

Q. 39. Has every Man a Guandies Angel to 
ta ke care of him? 

A. There was (as I am inform'd) a com- 
mon Opinion among the Heathens, and a con- 
ſtant Tradition among Fews, that every Man, 
at leaſt every good Man, had a Guardian Ange! 
appointed by God to take a ſpecial Care of him 
and his Concerns, both Spiritual and "Temporal. 

. 40. Is there any Foundation for this Opi- 
nion in the Old Teſtament? 

A. It ſeems probable, that the beſt Men among 
the Jeꝛos did at leaft believe the common :n/- 
try of good Angels, about good Men, and their 
more eſpecial Care of particular Perf, upon par- 
ticular and great Occaſions ; as is Ain in Abra- 


ham and David. Gen. xxiv. 40. Pſal. xct. 


11 13. 

2. 41. Have you any Authority for this in the 
New Teftament © | 

A. Our Saviour ſeems: to confirm and approve 
this Opini on, in that Caution he gives us, 1 
| 10 
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7 70 deſpiſe one of theſe little Ones, becauſe in Heaven 
their Angels always behold the Face of his Father: 
And their being ſent forth to miniſter to them that 
= ſhall be Heirs of Salvation, ſuppoſes them to be 
ready at Hand to do all good Offices to good Men, 
Mat. xviii. 10. Heb. i. 14. 


Q. 42. Since good Angels are fo ready and will- 


ing to help and aſſiſt us, ought we not to pray 
unto them or worſhip them? | 


A. No; for the Angel in the Revelation, for- 


| bids ay to worſhip him, becauſe he was his 
| Fellow 
| Paul, Let no Man deceive you in à voluntary Hu- 


ervant; and it is ſeverely reproved by St. 


mility and worſhipping of Angels; beſides, the Scrip- 
ture directs us to the Mediation only of one Me- 
diator between God and Man, namely, the Man 
Chrift Feſus. Rev. xxii. 9. Col. ii. 18. 
Q. 43. What may we learn from the Obſer- 
vation of this Fe/tival? 
A. To adore the Viſdom and Goodneſs of God, 


in appointing ſuch excellent and glorious Beings 


to miniſter to our Salvation ; and to be thank- 


full to him for the inviſible Aid and Protection 
we receive from them. 


Q. 44. What may we learn from the Miniſ- 


try of Angels, with relation to God's Worſhip ? 

A. To behave ourſelves with great Gravity and 
Reverence in the publick Worſhip, becauſe thoſe 
excellent Beings obſerve our Carriage and De- 
portment; and to imitate their Example in ſerv- 
ing God with the ſame Readineſs and Diligence, 
with the fame Chearfulneſs and Zeal, that they 
do in Heaven. | | 

Q. 45. How do they inſtruct us, with regard 
to our Neighbour © 

A. To condeſcend to the meanef? Offices, for 


us, ut he Good of others; eſpecially with all our might 
40 | 
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to help forward the Salvation of our Neighbour ; 
and never to deſpiſe any good Man, be his Cir- 


cumſtances never ſo poor, becauſe he is dear to 


God, and under the peculiar Care of the hi 
F.  /{ 
Q. 46. What do they teach us with Reſpect 
to ourſelves ?. | 

A. To comfort ourſelves againſt the Power 
and Vigilancy of the Devil, with the aſſured Af- 
fiſtance of good Angels, who are always ready 
and willing and powerful enough to fave us from 
Miſchief; and to ſecure their Miniſtry to ourſelves, 
by continuing ſound and holy Members of the 
Catholick Church, who are the declared Heirs if 
Salvation. 


Q. 47. What may all Chriſtians learn from 


the Behaviour of St. Michael? 


A. To avoid that ſcandalous and unchriſtian 
Practice of Evil-ſpeaking, the Seed of all Evil, 
and the Peſt of civil Society. 

Q. 48. How does his Example teach us that? 

A. When he diſputed with the Devil about 
the Body of Moſes, tho he might have ſaid a 
great deal of Evil juſtly of him, yet he would 
not uſe any railing Accuſation, any bitter or re- 
viling Expreſſions ; but ſaid, The Lord rebuke thee, 
Jude 9. ED 
Q. 49. How may we prevent this Evil in 
ourſelves ? 

A. By being watchful over our Words, by 


not liſtening to, or encouraging ſcandalous Sug- 


geſtions, by being tender of our Neighbour” s Re- 
putation, and by ſetting a Guard upon our Lips, 
that we offend not with our Tongue. 
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EXERCISE V. 


Circumcif zn, Epiphany, Converf on of St. 
Paul, St. Luke, and St. Matthias, | 


ower 


d A- Q. . w HAT Feſtivals are you prepared to 


ready give an Account of at this Time? 
from A. The ircumciſien and the Epiphany or the 
ſelves, Manife tation of hriſt to the Gentiles. 
of the Q. 2. Why does the Church appoint a Day 
eirs f in Memory of the Circumcifion 
A. This Feaft is celebrated by the Church to 
from commemorate the active Obedience of Feſzs 
Chriſt, in fulfilling all Righteouſneſs, which rs 
one Branch of the meritorious Cauſe of our Re— 
demptian, and by that Means abrogating the ſe- 
vere Injunctions of the Maſaical Eftabliſhment, 
that? Mend putting us under the eaſier Terms of the 
| about IC /pel. 
aid 2 Q. 3. What was Circumciſion ? 
would. 4. A Rite of the Zewih Law, whereby that 
or re- Sax were received into Covenant with Gad, f 
e thee, Is Chriſtians are by 1 fl | : i 
Q. 4. When was it firſt enjoin'd ? 
Evil in A. The Command was firſt given to Abraham, | 
5 a Token of the Covenant God made with if 
ords, byſſim and his Poſterity, and afterwards renewed iſ 
ous Sug: / Taſbua, when the 1ſraelittes entered the Land 
rs Re- Canaan. Gen. xvii. 10. Joſh. v. 2. 10 
ur Lips, Q. 5. To whom was Circumciſi en to be ad- i 
miſtred? 9 
A. To Proſelytes, who were tl to the \h 
01 S EN Religion, and to Male Children at eight 
geh old, Levit. xii. 2, 3. 
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50 CIRCUMCISION. 
Q. 6. What was the Original Deſign of Cir. 


cumciſion © 

A. That every Son of Abraham might bear in 
his Body the Seal of the Inheritance of the Land 
of Promiſe, and as a Mark of Diſtinction from 
all other People, whereby he was obliged to 
worſhip and obey the only true God. 

WF What does this Rite further repreſent 
to us ! | 

A. That as our Birth is impure by reaſon of 
Original Sin, ſo we ought to lay afide all Filthineſs 
and Superfluity of 3 putting off the Body 
of the Sins of the Flih, by the Circumciſion of Chriſt, 

am. i. 21. Col. ii. 11. 

Q. 8. Why was Feſus Chriſt circumciſed, who 
was holy and without Sin: | 

A. That he might thereby be eſteem'd the 
Son of Abraham, and be better qualified to do 
good among the Fews; that he might fulfil the 
whole Law, and ſhew that he came to bear the 
Puniſhment due to our Sins, and to expiate them 


with his own Blood. RD 7 
. 9. How did the Fews behave themſelves « 
towards thoſe that were not circumciſed? 6 


A. They thought it a Pollution to converſe 2011 
them, eſteem'd them common and unclean, and I « 
therefore Reproach and Scorn and a haughty Dif- ſc 
tance was the Treatment ſuch Perſons had to Þ« 
expect; upon which Account Timothy was cir- 
cumciſed by St. Paul, becauſe of the Fews, to ren- ;;, 
der his Miniſtry more acceptable to them. Acts I La 


ii. 28. * 
Q. 10. Was the Name uſually given at Cir- 
cumciſion? 
A. Ves; this was one Circumſtance that at- 
tended Circumciſion, and accordingly our Lord 
was called Feſus at his Circumciſion, becauſe X 


3 fhaul 


CIRCUMCISION. 3 


ir- fhould ſave his People from their Sins, Mat. 1. 21. 
Q. 11. What is implied in his ſaving us from 

in WW our vins? „ | 

and A. That by his Death he ſhould deliver us 


om MW from the Puniſhment due to Sin, and reconcile us 
to to G; and that by his Grace he ſhould reſcue 
us from the Power and Dominion of Sin, by en- 


ſent abling us to repent of it and to mortify it, 
Q. 12. Does the Name Jeſus imply thus 
n of much? 
xineſs A. Yes; for it denotes a Saviour, and was 
Body given by God to our Bleſſed Lord, to ſhew that 
hriſt. he was to be the Saviour of the World, and 
that no other was to be ſo. Theu ſhalt call his 
who WW Name Feſus, for he ſhall ſave his People from 
| their Sins; neither is there Salvation in any other. 
d the Luke ii. 11. Acts iv. 12. | | | 
to do Q. 13. Is the Name Jeſus worthy of all Ho- 
fil the  nour? | 
ar the A. At the Name of Jeſus every Knee ſhall bow, 


them MW faith St. Paul. And the Church of England 

enjoins - a due and lowly Reverence to be done 

mſelves “ by all Perſons at the Repeating of it; that by 

«© theſe outward Ceremonies and Geſtures, their 

ſe with “ inward Humility and Chriſtian Reſolution and 

in, and“ proper Acknowledgments may be teſtified to the 

ity Dil- © True and Eternal Son of God, as Saviour of the 
had to “ World.” Phil. ii. 10. Canon 18. 

was cl Q. 14. What Rite of Admiſſion into the Chri/- 

to ren- Nan Church, anſwers Circumciſiun under the 
i, Act Law ? 5 | 

I 4. The Sacrament of Baptiſm, whereby the 

at Cir- Children of Chriſtian Parents are made Mem- 

bers of Chriſt, and obliged to obſerve the Laws of 

that at- the Gepe! Inſtitution; as the circumciſed Infant, 

dur Lor by that Rite, became a Debtor to obſerve the whole 

cauſe Bla of Moſes, Col. ii. 11. 12. Acts xv. 5. Gal. 

ſhauli Fr. 3. WY 8 


352 CIRCUMCISION. 
Q. 15. What is Bapti/m ? | 

A. It is the Sacrament of our New and Spiritual 
Birth, the Scal of our Adoption, and the folemn 
Means of our Admiſſion into the Communion of the 
ChriftianChurch ; by the outward Waſhing whereof 
our inward Waſhing from our Sins by the Blood 
and Spirit of Chri/t, is both clearly exhibited, 
and certainly ſealed to us. John iii. 4, 5. Rom. 

iv. 11. Col. ii. 11, 12. Acts ii. 41. Rom. iv, 
12. He. ix. 14. „„ 

Q. 16. How is Baptiſm per form'd? 

A. By dipping in, pouring on of, or ſprinkling 
with Water the Perſon in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Sor, and of the Healy Gheft, 
Num. viii. 7. Ezek. xxxvi. 25. | 

Q. 17. To whom is Baptiſm to be admi- 
niſtred ? | | 

A. To thoſe grown Perſons who confeſs their 
Faith in Chriſt, and to Children that are deſcend- 
ed from believing or Chriſtian Parents. 

Q. 18. How doth this appear with Regard to, 
Children ? 

A. In that God expreſly ordered the Children N t 
of the Jews to be admitted into Covenant with p 
him by Circumciſion, at eight Days old; into the No 
Place of which Baptiſin has ſucceeded, as the £ 
Goſpel has into the Place of the Law. There is 
therefore the ſame Reaſon, why our Children ce] 
ſhould be admitted into the Chriſtian, as why} 
the FJeros Children ſhould have been enter'd into feſt 
the legal Covenant. Gen. xvii 12. Deut. xxix. vou 
Col. it, 11, 1. 1 Cor, vii; 14. 

. 19. What do you conclude from hence? 
A. That our Infants are as capable of Cour 
1 nanting, as theirs were. And if God thought 
fit to receive them, and did not think the In # 
capacity of their Age, any Bar to Circumciſiſpur 
Tm 5 V. 
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EPIPHANY 63 


we ought not to think the fame Defect any ſuffi- 


ql cient Obſtacle, to keep our Infants from being 
* baptized 2 

IC Q. 20. What may we learn from the Obſer va- 
of tian of this Feſtival? 

c A. The Neceſſity of Spiritual Circumciſioen, or 
d, the Change of Heart and Life, which our Lord 
m. bas made the Condition of Salvation; and great 
iv, Humility of Soul, whereby we ſhould be ready 


| Thing dear to us, rather than neglect our Duty. 
kling Q. 21. Does the Seaſon of the Yar ſuggeſt 


the any Thing to us? 
hoſt. A. Yes; that at the Beginning of the New 
Year we ſhould enter upon a New Life, mortify- 
dmi- ing and ſubduing our Corruptions, and- reſolving 
| for the future to become new Creatures in Chrijt 
their  74/us, and employing the remaining Part of our 
cend- Time to our eternal Advantage, 


Q. 22. What do you mean by the Word Ei- 
„ard to PDbany? | 
: A. I take it to ſignify Chri#'s Appearance in 
hildren I the World, the Nativity of our Saviour; but more 
nt with I particularly *tis applied to that Manife/tation which 
into the our Lord made of himſelf to the wiſe Men of the 

as the East, or the Gentiles, Mat. ii. 1. 2. 
There à Q. 23. What is the Deſgn of the Church's 
Children celebrating this Fat? 

as why. 4. To ſhew our Gratitude to Gd, in mani- 
er d into feſting the Ge! to the Gentile World, and 
ut. XXII vouchſafing to them equal Privileges with the 
Jews, who had been all along his peculiar Peo- 
ple; the firſt Inſtance of which divine Favour 


hence * 
of Coy” 
. thoug!! en, EF | | 
- the If} Q. 24. How did God manifeſt the Birth of 
cumcifeen pur Saviour to the wiſe Men! 


to ſacrificc our Eaſe, our Reputation, or any 
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54 EPIPHANY 

A. By the Appearance of a Star in the lower 
Region of the Air, obſerv'd by them to differ 
from the ordinary Stars of Heaven; which ag a 
new prodigious Sight, ſeem'd to preſage ſomething 
of great Moment and Conſideration, 


Q. 25. How did the wiſe Men find the young 


Child Feſus © | 
A, They firſt went up to Feruſalem to enquire 
aiter him, and being there informed that the 

Meſſias was to be born at Bethlehem, they pur- 

ſued their Journey, and were conducted by the 
ſame Star, to the Place where the young Child was, 
Q. 26, Why did God manifeft his Son to the 

Gentiles © | 

A,. That his Grace might appear to all Men; 
for as the Fes had Notice of our Saviour Birth, 

by the Appearance of an Angel to the Shepherds, 

ſo the Gentiles received it now by the Appearance 
of a Star. | | 
Q. 27. What is imply'd by this? 

. ANA. That the Time was come, wherein the 
Church of Gcd ſhould not be confin'd to one Tribe 
or Nation, but that the Midadle-I all of Partition 

ſhould be broken dnwn, and that all Nations, Gen- 
tiles as well we dar is ſhould be me Fold under ont 

Shepherd, the Lord Feſus Chrift. Eph. ii. 14. 
John x. 16. . 

Q. 28. How did the wiſe Men behave them- 
felves, when they found our Saviour? | 

A. They fell down and worſhipped him, and 
made him Preſents of the moſt valuable Product 
of their Country, Gold, Frankmcenſe and Myrrh, 

Mat. ii. 11. | 

Q. 29. Is any Thing imply'd in the Nature 

of eb Gu ; : 
A. Yes; by the Quality of their Gifts, they 
ſcem'd to deſcribe the Object of their AGES 
| | the 
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Converſion of St. Paul. 5 


the 1Myrrh being offer'd as to a Man that was to 
be deliver'd to Death and the Grave, for our 
Salvation; Gold as to a Xing, whoſe Kingdom 
ſhall have no End; and Incenſe as to a God, who 
was made known to them that fought him not. 

| O. Wherein appears the Zeal and Courage 


of the wiſe Men? 


A. That, upon the Appearance of an extra- 


crdinary Star, they undertook fo long a Journey, 
not regarding the Cenſure of the World, which 


might charge them with Raſhneis and Folly, nor 


the Danger of going to proclaim a new born King, 
at the Court of a jealous Prince. 


. 31. How ought we to commemorate the 
Maniſęſtation of Chriſt to the Gentiles ? 


A. With great Thankfulneſs of Mind; becauſe 


upon this enlarging the Hay of Salvation, we 


became acquainted with the Knowledge of Jeſus 
Chrift; and with a compaſſionate Senſe of the 


Miſeries of thoſe that ſtill fit in Darkneſs, and 
want the Light of the glorious Goſpel. 

Q. 32. Can you give an Account of any other 
Fe/tival at preſent ? | 

A. Yes; the Converſion of St. Paul, who was 
born at Tarſus, and educated in all human Learn- 
ing under Gameliel, was a ſtrict and zealous 
Phariſee, violent for the J-w:/þ Religion, and a 
herce Adverſary to the Chriſtian; yet by the 
Mercy of God he was converted in an extraordi- 
nary Manner, ACTS XXll. 3, 4 Ville z. | 

Q. 33. How did he 9ppy/e the Chriſtians ? 

A. He perſecuted them with great Fury, breath- 
ing out T hreatnings and Slaughter againſt them,mak- 
ing Hawvack of the Church, and procured a Com- 
miſſion to impriſon thoſe he found at Damaſcus ; 
beſides, he conſented to the Murder of St. Stephen, 
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56 Converſion of St. Paul. | 
and kept the Raiment of them that flew him. Acts 


IX; Ty 2;  XXB. 2©; 

Q. 34. Why does the Church commemorate 
his Converſ;on & 

A, Becauſe as it was wonderful in itſelf, ſo it 
was highly beneficial to the Church of Chriſt For 
while the other Apoſtles had their particular Pro- 
vinces, he had the Care of all the Churches ; and 
by his indefatigable Labours contributed ver 
much to the Propagation of the Goſpel, through- 
out the World. 2 Cor. xi. 28. 

Q. 35. How was St. Paul converted! 

I. In a miraculous Manner; for as he went 
to Damaſcus, a Light Reer Heaven ſbined round 
about him, above the Brightneſs of the Sun, and 
the Bleſſed Feſus called to him out of Heaven, 
tying, Saul, Saul, hy perſecuteſt thou me? as 
we read at large. Acts ix. 

36. What Effect had this Vifen upon him? 

A. The great Splendor of it made him blind 
for three Days, removed the Perverſneſs of his 
Will, and the Errors of his Judgment, obliged 
him to obey the Will and Pleaſure of his da- 
diour, and immediately to follow the Directions 
he receiv'd from him. As ix. 

Q. 37. Who admitted St. Paul into the Chriſ- 
tian Church ? | 
A. After St. Paul had faſted three Days, and . 

humbled his Soul under the Senſe of his Sins, © 
and eſpecially thoſe Cruelties he had committed 
againſt the Church of God, Ananias, a devout Nl © 
Man, was commanded to lay his Hands on him; 
which accordingly he did, and St. Paul received 
his Sight, and the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, and l 
Was baptized. Acts ix. p 
38. How did St. Paul ſhew the Sincerity J. 

of his Converſion ? 

A, By 
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Converſion of St. Paul. 57 


e A. By preaching that very Jeſus whom he had 
perſecuted, confounding the Fews that dwelt at 
* Damaſcus, in proving him to be the true Meſ- 

: ſas, the Son of God, Acts ix. 27. | 
be Q. 39. What other Inſtance have you of his 
FO Sincerity ? | | 
fa A. He labour'd to eſtabliſh the Church which 


he had made hawyct of, to comfort and confirm 


very the Faithful whom he had haled to Priſon ; and 


h- expoſed himſelf to thoſe Dangers and Difficulties, 
for the Faith, which he had endeavour'd to bring 
upon others. | 
went Q. 40. Where did St. Paul ſuffer Martyrdom? 
round A. He was beheaded at Rome under Nero, in 
anc that general Perſecution, raiſed againſt the Chriſ- 
yg tans, upon Pretence that they fired the City, 
Ds Q. 41. Where did this great Apoſtle beſtow 
3 his Labours ? 5 
him 7 A, Whereas the other Apaſiles chiefly confin'd 
_ their Miniſtry to ſome particular Province, St. 
05 4 Paul's Preaching was more extenſive, running 
b 5 over the Roman Empire even unto Britain itſelf. 
* Q. 42. What may we learn from the Com- 
on? ih emoration of his Converfion ? 
Chri- AJ. To adore that miraculous Grace which 
call'd him to be an Apeſtle, to bleſs God for the 
nd Advantages we have had from his Labours, and 
5 Gina to encourage ourſelves. from his Example, that, 
8 3 if we ſincerely repent, and embrace the Offers 
1 „t Nef Pardon, God will accept of us and forgive us 
: Gag cur Sins, thro the Merits of Fejus Chriſt. 


* his Travels? 

al A. St. Luke was his inſeparable Companion and 
bellaw-labourer in the Miniſiry of the Goſpel, at- 
ended him in all Dangers, accompanied him in kis 


A. By 5 | D 5 | | haz- 


Incerity 


Q. 43. Who was St. Paul's Companion in 
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58 St. LU XK E. 


hazardous Voyage to Rome, and continued with 
him when others forſook him. 2 Tim. iv. 11. 
Q. 44. Why is St. Luke called an Evangeliſt? 
A. The Name was at firſt given to thoſe that 
preached the Goſpel, but afterwards it was con- 
fin'd to thoſe Feur, that wrote the Hiſtory of the 
Life and Preaching of our Saviour, whoſe four 
Goſpels make Part of the ſacred Canon of Scripture, 
Q. 45. What Account have you of St. Luke's 
Martyrdom ? | 
A. After he had ſucceſsfully preached the Goſpel 
in ſeveral Parts, a Party of Infidels drew him to 
Execntion, and preſently murder'd him, whe- 
ther by Crucifixion or Hanging is not certain. 
Q. 46. What may we learn from the Exam- 
ple of St. Luke © | 
A. To keep cloſe to the Profeſſors of Religion, 
tho' incompaſs'd with Perſecutions ; to viſit them 
in their Afflictions; to pray to God to give them 
Grace, Comfort and Support under their Tri- 
als; to vindicate them from falſe and ſcandalous 
Aſperſions, and to adminiſter to them in their 
Neceſſities. | | 
Q. 47. Was St. Matthias one of the twelve]! 
Apoſtles ? Ds Sa 
A. Ves; for tho' he had not the Honour tof ©< 
be choſen by our Saviour in his Life-time, yet 
he was by divine Providence eſteem'd worthy ol 
that Office, from which Judas, by Tranſgreſſion 
fell. Acts i. 25, 26. | 85 : 
Q. 48. Had Judas the Gifts of an Apoſtle ? J 7 
A. Tho' he was a Man of vile and corrup 
Deſigns, yet he was immediately called by Chr:/z 
equally impower'd and commuſſioned to. preac 
the Goſpel with the reſt; was numbered with za HP 4 
Apoſtles, and obtained Part of their Miniſtry © 
Acts i. 17. f 
Q. 49. What may we learn from hence? 


men 


1 
7 


neſs, 


st. MATTHIAS. 59 
A. That the Wickedneſs of a Miniſter does 


not evacuate his Commiſſion, nor render his 
Office uſeleſs and ineffectual; and that the Ef- 


ch 


i | ficacy of the Ordinance does not depend upon 
Jat the Quality of the Perſon, but the divine Inſti- 
. tution and the Blefling of God entaib'd upon it. 


Q. 50. How was St. Matthias choſen into the 
ou Number of the Apeflles 2 

a A. After the Congregation of Chriſtians had 
kes made ſolemn Prayers to God, that he would 
5 | pleaſe to direct the Choice, and ſhew which of 
roſpe the two Candidates (Joſeph, called Barſabas, 


ny who was ſirnamed Tuſtus, and Matthias) he ſaw 
ner deſt qualified for fo ſacred a F unction, they gave 
. . forth the Lots, and the Lot fell upon Matthias; 
xam and he was numberd with the eleven Apoſtles, 
igion, 1 = How was he qualified for fo great a 
them Truflt 

on A. He had been à continual Attendant upon 
ef our Saviour all the Time of his Miniſtry, was 
\ 


er Probably one of the ſeventy D:/ciples, and been a 
n their Witneſs of our Fat 7 and therefore 
was fit to publiſh abroad thoſe Matters of Fact 
concerning his Maſter, of which he had an 
equal Evidence with the reſt of the Apo/tles. 
Acts 1. 21, | 

Q. 52. What was the Manner of his Death 2 

A. It is very uncertain : Some report that he 
was ſeized by the Jetos, and as a Blaſphemer 
J firſt ſtoned, and then beheaded ; others, that he 
pw” was RTE g | | 
CET TY 53. What may we learn from the Com- 
Chr! 5 9 4 of this Solar # 
A, In all difficult Caſes to addreſs ourſelves to 
% Heaven for Direction, to beware of Covetouſ- 
ini) neſs, which ruin'd the Traitor Judas; to attend 
| cou- 


twelve 
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orthy of 
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continually upon God's holy Ordinances ; and 13 


bort out our o“ Salvation with Fear and Trembling, 


Qi. 54. What may we learn from the Fall / 
Judas? 

A. To be watchful and upon our Guard, be- 
cauſe if an Apoſtlèe fell, who had all the Advan- 
tages of our Savicur's Miracles and Converſation, 
we can promiſe ourſelves no Security without 
the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace. 

Q. 55. How is that to be obtain'd ? | 

A. By earneſt Prayers to God, who is the Au- 


thor and Giver of all good Things, to grant us 


ſuch a Meaſure of his Grace, as may not only 
enable us to diſcharge our Duty, but alſo to with- 
ſtand the Temptations of the World, the Fleſh 
and the Devil, and with pure Hearts and Minds 
to follow him, the only God, thro' Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Collect for the 18th Sunday after 
Trinty, | 
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EXERCISE N 


Aununciation, ChriſPs Offices, Purification, 
St. Mark, Scriptures, St. Philip, St. James 


the Leſs, St. James the Great, and Apoſtle. 


02-3: "HAT FPF:/tval does the Church ce- 
W lebrate at this Time, (March 251) 
A. The Annunciation of the Bleſſed Virgin, or 
that ſolemn Time in which the Angel Gabriel 
appear'd to the Virgin Mary, to declare to her, 
that ſhe ſhould be the Mather of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt. Luke i. | 
G. 2. What Deſcription does the Angel give of 
the Child that was to be born of her:? 
| „ A. That 


— — — 


ANNUNCIATION. 61 

F. That he ſhould be Great, and called the Son 
of the Higheſt, that the Lord God ſhould give unto 
him the Thrme of his Father David, that he 
ſhould reign over the Honſe of Jacob for ever, and 
that of his Kingdom there ſhould be no End. Luke 
E | 
| Q. 3 What does this Deſcription refer to? 
A. More eſpecially to two antient Prophecies, the 
firſt, foretelling that the Meſſias ſhould be born of a 
pure Virgin ; the other, that the Government ſhould be 
upon his Shoulder, and his Name ſhould be called Mon— 
derſul, Councellor, the Mighty God, the Everlaſt- 
ing Father, the Prince of Peace. Iſaiah vii. 14. 
„ 

Q. 4. What is the Importance of the Angel's 
Deſcription of the Meſſias? 

A. That God ſhould ſettle upon the Maſſias a 
ſpiritual Kingdom, (of which that temporal one 
of David was but an imperfect Repreſentation) 
the abſolute Government of the Church, that 
ſpiritual Houſe of Jacob; and that this Kingdom 
ſhould never be deſtroyed. _ 

Q. 5. What preceded this Declaration of t 
Angel? 

A. The Salutation made by the ſame Angel in 
theſe Words, Hail, thou that art highly faucur'd, 
the Lord is with thee, Bleſſed art thou among Mo- 


men, Luke 1. 28. 


Q. 6. How did the Virgin receive this Sa- 
lutation? 

A. She was troubled at the Saying of the Angel, 
and caſt in her Mind what Manner of Salutation 
this ſhould be : But when the Angel had further 
inform'd her, ſhe with an intire Faith and Obe- 
dience ſubmitted, Behold the Hand-maid of the 
Lord, beit unto me according to thy Mord. Ver. 


. 7 


20, 38. 


62 CHRIS T's Offices. 

Q. 7. How does the Bleſſed Virgin expreſs her 
Foy and Gratitude upon this Occaſion ? 

A. In an admirable Hymn, which not only ſhews 
a thankful Senſe of the great Honour that was con- 
ferr'd upon her, but alſo her Humility and De- 
votion, and that her Mind was plentifully en- 
rich'd with Grace, and the Gifts of God's Ht 
Spirit. Luke i. 46. | 

Q. 8. Has this Feſtival only a Relation to the 
Bleſſed Virgin Mary? 

A. It has a particular Reſpect to the Incarna- 
tion of our wx, Saviour, who being the Eternal 
Word of the Father, was at this I ime made Fleſßb. 

Q. 9. What are we to believe concerning the 
Incarnation ? | 

A. That the Son, which is the Word of 
« the Father, took Man's Nature in the Womb 
« of the Bleſſed Virgin, of her Subſtance : So 
« that the Divine and human Nature in him, 


A 


« were inſeparably joined together in one Perſon, 


« and he was very God and very Man ;* as'tis 


more fully expreſs'd in the ſecond Article of our 
Church. i 

Q. 10. What Offices did Chrift execute after 
his Incarnation and Birth, as our Redeemer ? 

A. The Office of a Prophet, of a Pri:/t, and 
of a King. | 

Q. 11. How did he execute the Office of a 
Prophet? 
A. In foretelling Things to come; in declar- 
ing Gods Will to the World, and in commithon- 
ing his Diſciples zo go and publiſh the fame Doc- 
trine of Salvation to all Mankind. Fehr ii. 19, 
Mat. v. 6, 7. Xxvili. 19, 20. | 

EYE +? '* Wha did he exerciſe the Office of a 
Prieſt ? : 

A. In all the Parts of the prieſtly Function. He 
| | offer" d 
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CHRIS T's Offices. 63 
fer d up himſelf a Sacrifice for our Sins, he aſcended 


into Heaven, and fo as our High-Prieſt enter'd into 
the Holy of Holies, there to appear in the Pre- 
ſence of God for us. And he bleſſeth us, by de- 
livering us from the Puniſhment of our Iniqui- 
ties, by ſanctifying our Souls, and ſo freeing us, 
in great Meaſure, even from the preſent Power 
of them. Heb. vii. 27. ix. 12, 24. Als iii. 26. 
Heb. x. 10, 17. 
Q. 13. How does it appear that our Lord was 
a King? | 
A. The Scriptures expreſly call him ſo ; beſides 
he gave Laws to his Church, and eſtabliſn'd thoſe 
Laws with the Royal Sanction of Rewards and 
Puniſhments : He /ettled a Mini/try for the Con- 
duct of his Church under him: He rules in the 
Hearts of the Faithful by his Spirit ; and he re- 
ſtrains and conquers all his and our Enemies, 
John xii. 15. Mat. vii. 24, 19, 21. John xx. 
21. 1 Cor. . 1, 29. | | 
Q. 14. How did God anoint our Saviour to 
theſe Offices? 
A. The Holy Ghoſt came upon him, and God 
a Voice from Heaven, declared him to be his 
beloved Son, and commanded all the World to 
hear him; and he received the Spirit without 
Meaſure, for the Diſcharge of all of them. Luke 
iv. 18, Mat. iii. 16. John iii. 34. 
Q. 15. How ought we to reverence the Bleſ- 
ſed Virgin Mary, who was the Mother of Feſus 
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ft ? 
1 By entertaining a great Opinion of her 
Virtue and Piety, who had the Honour of being 
the Mother of the Meſſias; but not to worſhip 
her, becauſe we are directed in Scripture to wor- 
ſhip none but Ged, and to offer up all our Prayers 


in 


61 PURIFICATION. 
in the Name and thro the Mediation of Feſus 
Chr:/t only. 
. 16, Have we any other Fe/?:val that relates 
to the Bleſſed Virgin? 

— 1 Ves. 9 the Second of Februar the 
Church commemorates the Preſentation of Chriſt 
in the Temple, commonly called the Purification 
of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary. 

17. Tho' the Aununciatim and Purifica- 
tion have ſome Relation to the Bleſſed Virgin, yet 
do they not more peculiarly belong to our Sa- 
viour © 

A. The Anununciation hath a peculiar Reſpect 
to his Incarnation, who being the Eternal Word 
of the Father was at this Time made Fleſh. 
The Purification is principally obſerv'd in Me- 
mory of our Lord's being manifeſt in the Fleſh, 
when he was preſented in the Temple. 

Q. 18. What was the Law of Purification © 

A. All the Women were oblig'd to ſeparate 
themſelves from the publick Congregation, forty 
Days after the Birth of a Male Child, and eighty 
after the Birth of a Female, And when theſe 
Days were fulfilled, they brought an Offering to 
the Lord. Lev. xii. 

Q. 19. What does this Purification import ? 

A. That ſince Adam's Fall we are conceived in 
Sin, that our Birth is impure, and that we derive 
from our. Parents an hereditary Stain, whereby 
we are naturally unclean, and Children of I unh 
and to ſhow the Contagion thereof, not only 
the Child was circumcis'd, but the Mother allo 
Was cleanſed by a Sacrifice for Sin. 

Q. 20. What did the Law require concerning 
the Preſentation of the Fir/t-born ? 

A. That every Male that openeth the Womb fhouid 

ze holy to the Lord, that is, conſecrated, and ſet 

1 = apart 
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apart for his immediate Service. The Fir/thmgs of 


clean Cattle were ſeparated for the Uſe of the 
Altar, and tbe „ N of Men for the Uſe of 
| 


the Tabernacle, till the Levites were ſubſtituted in 
their ſtead. After that, Mothers were oblig'd to 
preſent their Fir/t-born in the Temple, and to 
pay a Ranſom to the Prieſt for their Redemption. 
Exel, Kili. 2, 18. = | 

A. 21. What does the Redeeming of the Fir/?- 
lern ſignify unto us?; 

A. The Redemption of God's People, called the 
Church of the Firſt- born, which are written in Hea- 
ven; and not redeemed with corruptible Things, 
as Silver and Gold, but with the precious Blood of 
Chriſt, Heb. xi. 23. 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. 


Q. 22. Since neither our Bleſſed Saviour, nor 


the Virgin Mary contracted any Pollution in the 
Birth of Chriff, why did they ſubmit to theſe 
Laws © | 1 
A. Being born under the Law, it became our 
Saviour to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, who came not 
6 deſtroy the Law, but to fulfil it. And the Bleſſed 
Virgin, according to her Circumſtances, thought 
it reaſonable to pay an humble Reverence 2nd 
Obedience to the publick Sanctions, and therefore 
8 a Pair of Turtle Deves or two young Pigeons, 
Mat. iii. 15. v. 17. Luke it. 24. ; 
Q. 23. What may we learn from hence? 
A. That the [yjunftims of public Authority, 
whilſt lawful, ought to be obey'd, tho? all the 
Ends of their Inſtitution ſhould not be alike 
ſerved by them; Obedience to Authority being a 
neceſſary Duty, even when the Rites it requires, 
are ” otherways neceſſary then as they are en- 
join'd. 5 
Q. 24. What may we learn from the Olſer- 
vation of this Feſtival © 
ey, A, To 
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66 St. M A R K. 
A. To dedicate our Youth to the Practice of 


Religion, to purify ourſelves in Soul and Body, 
and to bleſs God that he hath manifeſted to us the 
Conſolation of Iſrael, to give Light to us that ſat 
in Darkneſs and in the Shadow of Death, and it 
guide our Feet into the Way of Peace, Luke i, 79. 
Q. 25. What Account can you give of St. 
Mark ? | 1 85 

A. That in all Probability he was born of Few- 
ih Parents, and deſcended from the Tribe of Levi; 
that he was thought to be converted by St. Peter, 
and became that great Aps/7/r's Companion in his 
Travels. 

Q. 26. Where did St. Mart preach the Goſpel? 

A. He was ſent by St. Peter into Egypt, and 
the Parts thereabout, where he converted Mul- 
titudes both of Men and Women, and engaged 
them, not only to embrace the Chriſtian Religion, 
but to be ſtrict and zealous in the Profeſſion of it, 

Q. 27. Where did he ſuffer Martyrdom ? 

A. The Egyptians, in Zeal for their Idol, ſeized 
him as he was officiating in his Chriſtian Church, 
tied his Feet with Cords, and dragg'd him about 
the Streets in ſuch a barbarous Manner, that his 
Skin and Fleſh being torn off, he at laſt expired 
under the Torture. ” 

. Q. 28. What Mritings did he leave behind 

im ? | 

A. Only the Goſpel we now enjoy under that 
Name, which is agreed to be written by St. 
Mark, at the Requeſt of the Chriſtian Converts, 
when he accompanied St. Peter, 

Q. 29. What do you mean by Goſpel © 

HA. The Word imports good News or good 
Tidings; and being applied to a Chriſtian Senſe, 
it denotes the Hiſtory of all that our Savzour 
hath done and ſaid, in order to accompliſh out 
. Redemp- 


SCRIPTURES. 67 


Redemption, which ought to be good Tidings 
of great Joy to all Chriſtians, 

Q. 30. What do you underſtand by the Hoh 
Scriptures © 

A. I underſtand thoſe Books, which thro' the 
Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit were written by Mo- 
ſes and the Prophets, under the Lato, and by the 
Apoſtles and Evangeli/ts of Chrift ſince the Publi- 
cation of the Goſpel, to direct us in the Know- 
ledge of God, and of the Duty which he requires 
of us. | | 

Q. 31. How do you know what Books were 


written by theſe Perſons, in order to theſe Ends? 


A. By the conſtant, univerſal and undeniable 
Teſtimony both of the Few! and Chriſtian Church: 
From the former of which we have receiv'd the 
Scriptures of the Old, from the latter, thoſe of the 
New Teſtament. 

. 32. Are all Chriſtians oblig'd to read the 
Goſpel and other Scriptures ? 

A. Certainly ; for theſe holy Z/itings are ad- 
dreſs'd to all Chriſtians ; every one is concern'd 
in the Terms and Conditions of our common Sal- 
vation, which are contain'd in them; and there- 
8 every one ought carefully to read and ſtudy 
them. WE 

Q. 33. What Authority have you for the Peo- 
ple's reading the Scriptures ? 

A. It was the conſtant Cuſtom of the Ferw- 
iſh Church to read and preach their Law, and 
therefore twas written in their own Language; 
the Apoſtles direct their Epiſtles to all the Saints 
and to the wwelbe Tribes without Diſtinction; the 
Beræans are commended for ſearching the Scrip- 
tures, and Timothy is praiſed by St. Paul for hav- 
ing known them from a Child. Acts xvii. 11, 
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Q. 34. Does our Saviour encourage this ? 

A, Yes; for he commanded all to ſearch the 
Scriptures, and his own Sermons. were preach'd 
to the Multitude as well as to the Diſciples. Be- 
tides, the concurrent Teſtimony of all Ages does 
aſſert the Reading of the Scriptures, as an indi{- 
penſable Duty upon all People. ohn v. 39. 

Q. 25. Are not the People apt to wre/? the 
Scriptures, and bring in Hereſies © 

A. They are no more apt to wre/? the Scrip- 
tures than any other Author; and as to Hereſies, 
they uſually ſpring, not from the Ignorant, but 


from the Learned, who want Modeſty, Integrity 


and Humility, 

Q. 36. With what Preparation of Mind ought 
we to read the Scriptures © 1 

A. With that Reſpect and Reverence which is 
due to the Oracles of Gd; with Humility and 
Modeſty, from a Senſe of our own Weakneſs and 
God's Perfection; with earneſt Prayer for the Di- 
vine Aſſiſtance, and with an honeſt and pious 
Diſpoſition of Soul, free from Prejudice and Pre- 
poſſeſſion, and willing to attain the Knowledge of 
the Truth. 

Q. 37. What Account can you give of dt. 
Philip? To 

A. That he was of Bethſaida; that he was 
called by our Saviour, the Day after Andrew and 
Peter, and was the Inſtrument of bringing Na- 
thanael firſt to Feſus. John i. 

Q. 38. Is there any Thing particularly obſerv- 
able of this Ap2/tle © | TEES. 

A. Yes; our Lord, to try his Faith, propoſed 
tohim the Difficulty of feeding the Multitude in the 
Wilderneſs: And to him, the Greeks, who de- 
ſired to ſee Jeſus at the Feaſt, made their firſt Ad- 
dreſs, John vi. 5. Xi, 20, 21. 

Q. 39. 
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Q. 39. What Death did he ſuffer? 

A. When he had preached the Goſpel in the 
Upper Aſia, he is ſaid to have ſuffer'd Martyrdom, 
by being hanged up by the Neck againſt a Pillar ; 
or according to ſome, crucified. 


Q. 40. What Account have we of St. ais 
the Zo F. © 


A. He was the Son of Alpheus or Cleopas, Bro- 


ther to Jude, and Couſin of our Lord, or his Bro- 


ther, according to the Uſe of that Word among 
the Jews, which extends it to all near Relations. 
Mat. x. 3. by, 

Q. 41. Why was he ſtiled Fames the Leſs, and 
James the Fuſt © 

A. The Leſs, to diſtinguiſh him from the other 
James, Lebedee's Son; who is ſuppos'd to have 
been of greater Height and Bulk; and the Fu, 
upon the Account of his extraordinary Sanctity. 
Q. 42. What Particulars are related in Scrip- 
ture concerning him? | 

A. That St. Paul, after his Converſion, made 
his Addreſs to this Apo/?le; that to him St. Peter 
ſent the News of his miraculous Deliverance out 
of Priſon: Go, ſhew theſe Things unto James, and 
t1 the Brethren, Gal. i. 19. Acts xii 17. 


Q. 43. What became of him after our Lord's 
Aſcenſion ? 


A. The Year after our Lord's Paſſim, he was 


by the Apoſtles made Biſhop of Jeruſalem ; as ſuch, 


he preſided in the Debates concerning Circumci- 


fon, and is ſtiled by St. Paul one of the Pillars 


of the Church, and named by him before Peter 
and John. Acts xv. Gal. ii. 9. 


Q. 44. What Mritings did he leave behind 
him ? | 7 

A. He wrote an Epiſtle, as a Check to the 
tewiſh Converts, Who laid the whole Streſs of 
Chriſtianity 
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70 St. JAuxs the GREAT. 
Chriſtianity upon Faith, and an outward Profeſ- 
ſion of the Truth, and leſſened the Regard due 


to good Works and a truly Chriſtian Converſa- 


tion. | 

Q. 45. How did he ſuffer Martyrdom ? 

A. He was thrown down from the Battlements 
of the Temple, The Rabble below receiv'd him 
with a Shower of Stones; and at laſt, he was 
knockt on the Head with a Fuller's Club. 

Q. 46. Who was St. James the Great? 

A. He was one of Simon Peter's Partners in the 
Trade of Fiſhing, and Son to Zebedee of the ſame 
Profeſſion. Mat. iv. 21. 

Q. 47. Why was he called the Great? 

A. He was ſirnamed the Great, either upon the 
Account of his Age or Stature, or to diſtinguiſh 
him from the other Apoſtle of the ſame Name. 

Q. 48. How did he ſuffer Martyrdom ? | 

A, Herod being deſirous to pleaſe the People 
upon his Entrance into the Government, cauſed 
St. James to be apprehended at Feriſalem, and 
then, commanded that he ſhould be beheaded : 
So that he was the firſt Apoſtle that laid down his 
Life for the Chriſtian Cauſe. Acts xii. 2. 

Q. 49. What is meant by an Apoſtle? 

A. It ſignifies in general a Meſſenger, or ſome 


Perſon ſent upon a ſpecial Errand, or employed 


in ſome particular Affair; but is fix'd by our Sa- 
viour to thoſe ſelect Perſons, who were ſent in his 
Name to plant the Goſpel, to govern the Church 
at preſent, and by their wife and prudent Settle- 
ment of Affairs to provide for the future Exigen- 
Cics of ik. 

Q. 50. What was the Buſineſs of the Apoſtles ® 

A. They were to be Witneſſes of Chriſt's Mi- 
racles, particularly of his Refurre#on,and to preach 


that Doctrine which they had learned of . 
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and in this their Teſtimony was valuable, that 
they ſealed the Truth of it with their Blood, 
As i. 83 22. 

Q. 51. How were they, being obſcure, unlearned 
and illiterate Perſons, enabled to diſcharge this 
high I ruſt ? 

A. They were immediately taught their Doc- 
trine from the Mouth of Chriſt; they were in- 
fallibly ſecured from Errors by the Spirit of Truth ; 
they had been Eye-Witneſſes of all the material 
Paſſages of our Saviour's Life; and beſides, they 
had the miraculous Gifts and Powers of the Holy 
Ghoſt confer'd upon them. John xvi. 13. 

Q. 52. What may we learn from the Ohſer- 
vation of the Feſtivals before mentioned? 

A. Readily to obey all the Suggeſtions and 
Offers of divine Grace, zealouſly to propagate 
that Chriſtian Knowledge to others, which God's 
good Providence hath graciouſly beſtow'd upon 


us; and boldly to profeſs the Truth, when we 
| are called to it, tho? at the Expence of our Lives, 


Q. 53. What elſe may we learn from them? 
A, "That we ought to quit all worldly Accom- 
modations, rather then ſacrihce our Faith and 


a good Conſcience ; that the great Honour of 


a Chriſtian is to be induſtrious in doing good; 
and that the higheſt Pitch of his Preferment 1s 
to ſuffer for the Name of Chri/t, being moſt 
bleſled when he is reviled and perſecuted for 
Righteouſneſs Sake, 
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EXERCISE Vil 


St. Simon, St. Fude, St. Andrew, St. Thomas, 
Vigils, Fridays, Faſts, and Rogation- Days. 


i. HAT Feſtivals can you give an 
Account of at this Time? 
A. St. Simon and St. Fude, St. Andrew and St. 


2. Why was St. Sion called Simon Zelotes 


or 3 the Canaanite ? 


A. Either to diſtinguith him trom the other 
Simon, ſirnamed Peter, or in regard of ſome pe: - 
ſonal Warmth and Vigour remarkable in him; or 
elſe to denote that he was one of that Sect called 
Zealits among the Fews. 

Q. 3. What was that Sect of the Zealois a- 
mong : Fews © 

A. A hot, furious People, who executed the 
Law upon Offenders without any formal Trial 
or Accuſation, and derived their Original from 
Phinehas, who in a mighty Zeal for the Honour 
of God, did immediate Execution upon Zimt: 
and Coſt Num. xxv. 7. 

Q. 4. What Account have we of St. Jude? 

A. That as to his Deſcent and Parentage he 
was of our Lord's Kindred; that he was called Thad- 
deus and Lebbeus, to diſtinguiſh him from Judas 
the Traitor; and that upon his Converſion he be- 


came a conſtant Attendant upon Chriſt” s. Per ſan 


and Miniſtry. 

Q. 5. Where did St. Jude exerciſe his Miniſ⸗ 
try © 
T4 Mot probably in Judea, Samaria and 2 
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st. ANDREW. 4 


ile, and the neighbouring Countries; ſome think, 
he preached the Goſpel alſo in Perſia, and was 
there cruelly put to Death. 

Q. 6. What Mritings did he leave behind him? 

A. Only one Epiſtle, directed at large to all 
Chriſtians, againſt all falſe and deſigning Teach- 
ers; which, from the Likeneſs of the Argument 
and Expreſſion, ſome think to be an Abridgment 
of St. Peter's. 

Q. 7. Who was St. Andrew ? 

A. He was the Son of Jonas, a Fiſherman of 
Bethſaida, and believed to be the younger Brother 
of St. Peter. John i. 44. 

Q. 8. Why does the Church commemorate 
St. Andrew upon November 30? 

A. Becauſe he was the firſt that found the 
Meſſiah, and the firſt that brought others to 
him. Therefore the Church, for his greater Hon- 
our, commemorates him firſt in her Anniverſary 
Courſe of Holy Days, and places his Fe/tival at 
the Beginning of Advent, as the moſt proper to 


bring the News of our Lord's Coming. John i. 


38, 42. 

Q. 9. How did he ſuffer Martyrdom? | 

A. He was firſt ſcourged and then crucified; 
and that his Death might be the more painful 
and lingring, he was faſtned to the Croſs not with 
Nails, but with Cords. _ | 

Q. 10. Is any Thing remarkable in the Form 
of his Croſs © 

A. Yes; the Inſtrument of his Martyrdom is 
laid to have been ſomething peculiar in, the Form 
of the Letter X, and hence commenly known 
by the Name of St. Andrew's Croſs. 

Q. 11. What may we learn from the Ob/er- 
vation of this Fgſtival? | | 


A. That as St. mow readily obey'd the Call 
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57 St. THOMAS. 


of Jeſus Chrift, and followed him without Delay; 
ſo we who are called by his holy Word, ſhould 
forthwith give up ourſelves obediently to fulfil his 
holy Commands. 

Q. 12. What may we learn from St. Simm 
and St. Jude? | 5 

A. To be joined together in Unity of Spirit by 
their Doctrine, that we may be made an holy 
Temple, acceptable unto God thro' Feſus Chrijt 
our Lord. 

13. What Account have you of St. Thomas ? 

A. That he was a Jeu, and probably a Galilean; 
that he attended our Saviour in the greateſt Dif- 
ficulties and Dangers, and when ſome oppoſed 
h's Return into Fudea, upon the Death of Lazarus, 
J homas ſaid, Let us alſo go that we die with him, 
John xi. 16. wy 

Q. 14. Why is St. Thamas's Day plac'd next 
to St. Andrew? 

A. Not becauſe he was the ſecond that believed 


772 to be the Meſſiah; but the laſt that believed 
is Reſurrection, of which, tho he was at firſt the 
moſt doubtful, yet he had afterwards the greateſt 
Evidence of its Truth: Which the Church re- 
commends to our Meditation at this Seaſon, as 2 
fit Preparative to our Lord's Nativity. 

Q. 15. How does this appear! 

A. Becauſe, unleſs we believe with St. Thomas, 
that the ſame Feſus, whoſe B:rth we immediately 
after commemorate is the very Chriſt, our Lord 
and our God, neither his Birth, Death, nor Re- 


ſurrection will avail us any Thing. 0 
Q. 16. What Proof did he require of our 
Lord's Reſurrection? 
> A. The Teſtimony of his own Senſes: Except I e. 
ſhall ſee in his Hands, the Print of the Nails, and 1 
thruſt my Hand into his Side, I will not believe. I 
John xx. 25. Q. 77 
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r 
Q. 17. How did our Saviour ſatisfy the Doubts of 
this Apaſtle? | | | 

A. The Bleſſed Feſus compaſſionating the 
Weakneſs of St. Thomas, granted the Satisfaction 
he delired : Reach hither, ſays he to Thomas, thy 
Finger, and behold my Hands ; and reach hither thy 
Hand, and thruſt it into my Side; and be not faith- 
leſs, but believing. John xx. 27. 

Q. 18. Is this Act of St. Thomas any Advantage 
to us Chriſtians ? 

A. Yes; for it confirms our Faith in our Savi- 
our sRefurreftiom,and convincesus beyond all Scruple 
by the moſt ſenſible Evidence, that the very ſame 
Bady of our Lord was raiſed, in which he ſuffer'd, 

Q. 19. Where did St. Thomas exerciſe his A- 
poſtolical Office? 5 

A. In ſeveral Parts of the Eaſtern Countries, 
and at laſt he came to the Indies, where there 
are abundance of Chriſtians at this Time called 
by his Name; and where by idolatrous and wick- 
ed Men, in his Devotion, he was thuſt thro' with 
a Lante. 5 | | 

Q. 20. What may we learn from the Obſer- 
vation of this Feſtival? 8 | 


A. To be patient and reſigning under all Af- 


fictions, and ſo perfectly, and without all Doubt 
to believe in our Lord Fes Chriſt, that our Faith 
in his Sight may never be reproved. 

Q. 21. I obſerve in the Kalendar that ſeveral 
of theſe * ou have given an Account 
of, have Vigils or . s before them. What do 
you mean by Vigil? 

A. In the Primitive Times it was the Cuſtom, 
to paſs great Part of the Night, that preceded 
certain Holy Days, in religious Exerciſes and De- 
votion ; and this in the | Hook of publick Wor- 
ſkip: And theſe Exerciſes, from their being per- 
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76 r 
form'd in the Night- time, were called Vgili, that 
is, Matchings | 

Q. 22. What was the Deſign of theſe Vigil? 

A. That by Faſting, Prayer, Mortificatiqm and 
other Acts of Religion, they might prepare their 
Minds for a due Obſervation of the enſuing 
Feſtival. | 

Q. 23. What might be the Original of them? 

A. Some derive this Practice from Scripture, 
when Watching 1s enjoin'd as well as Prayer; 
particularly upon the Concluſion our Saviour 
draws from the Parable of the ten Virgins ; Watch 
therefore, for ye know neither the Day nor the Hour 
wherein the Son of Man cometh: And from our 
Lord's own Example, who continued all Night in 

Prayer. Mat. xxv. 13. Luke vi. 12. 
Qi. 24. From whence do others derive them? 

A. From the Meetings which the Chriſtians 
had in the Night, and before Day, for the Ex- 
erciſe of their publick Devotions; which were 
occalion'd by the Malice and Perſecution of their 
Enemies, who endeavour'd the Deſtruction of all 
that appear'd to be Chriſtians. 

Q. 25. Have you any Example of this in 
Scripture ? _ „„ 

A. The Diſciples of our Lord were aſſembled 
together in the Evening, the Doors being ſhut for 
ſear of the Jews: St. Peter, upon his miraculous 

Deliverance from Priſon, by an Angel in the 
Night, found the Church aſſembled in the Houſe 
of Mary, performing the publick Offices of Re- 
ligion. John xx. 19. A#ts xii. 12. | 

Q. 26. How long did theſe Vigils continue 
in the Church? 

A. A conſiderable Time, until ſeveral Diſor- 
ders and Irregularities crept in, to the Prejudice of 
Religion, and then the Church thought 8 
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aboliſh them: So that the nightly Watchings were 
laid aſide, and the Faſts only retain'd, which ſtill 
keep the former Name of Vils. 
. 27. Have all the Fe/irvals, Faſts or Vigils? 
No: Becauſe ſome fall between Faſter and 


4 hitfuntide, or between Chri/tmas and the Puri- 


fication ; which were always eſteem'd ſuch Sea- 


| ſons of Joy, that the Church did not think fit 


to intermingle with them any Days of Faſting 
and Humiliation. | 

Q. 28. St. Michael and Ail-Angels don't fall 
in theſe Times, yet have no Vigil. ; 

A. The Reaſon is, becauſe the Angels did not 
thro' Mortifications and Sufferings enter into the 
7oy of their Maſter ; but were created in the full 
Poſſeſſion of Bliſs and Glory. 1 | 

Q. 29. Why hath St. Luke, whoſe Feſtival 
falls in October, no Vigil? | 

A. Becauſe the Eve of that Saint was formerly 
Itſelf a celebrated Holy-Day in the Church of Erg- 


land, viz. the Feaſt of St. Ethildred; but that 


Reaſon being now removed, I ſuppoſe every one 
is left to his own Liberty as to his private De- 
votions, whether he will obſerve the Eve as a 


Vigil or not. 


30. What Part of Time is allotted by our 


Church, for theſe /7g:/s or Eves ? 


A, The Evening, immediately preceding the 
Feſtival, except it fall upon Monday; then the 
Vigil or Faſt ſhall be kept upon the Saturday, and 
not upon the Sunday before it. | 

Q. 31. What Reaſon have you for this ? 

A. Becauſe Sunday is always a Day of Rejoic- 
ing, being a Commemoration of our Saviu”s 
Reſurrection, and therefore ought not to be ſpent 
in thoſe mournful Ofices, which particularly re- 
late to Days of Sorrow and Humiliation. 

E 3 32. 


r * 


. „ — — a 9 8 4 3 
* 2 A . — oF” whe 2 2 
r — be RA — — ay my _ 
———— — R Dame 2 *% 
" — — oo * — — — — fd Ae” 7 
— — 1 — 2 7 EE . =_ r —_ —_— _— — 
_ : 2 — — 5 
—— . — — — 


3 


re 
-. — k oy 


78 FRID AVS and F As Ts. 


Q. 32. Why is Sunday called the Lord's Day? 


A. Not only becauſe of the ſpecial Dedication 
. thereof to the Lord's Service, but becauſe he roſe 
from the Dead, ſent down the Holy Ghoft, and 
ceaſed from his Labours and Afflictions on this 
Day: "Therefore *tis honour'd with the Name of 
the Lord's Day. Mat. xxviu. 1, 5, 6. Acts ii. 
Rev. 1. 10. 5 

Q. 33. Why is every Friday in the Year, ex- 
cept when Chr:/tmas-Day falls upon a Friday, en- 
join'd as a Faſt? | 
A. Becauſe our Bleſſed Saviour was crucified 
upon this Day of the Week; and therefore the 
Church obſerves it as a oy in Commemoration 
of his Sufferings and Death. | 

. 34. How ought we to obſerve the /g:ls 
and Fridays? | 

A. Not only to abridge ourſelves in Eating 
and Drinking, but retire as much as we can from 
the World, 25 reſort to the Service of the Church ; 
to humble ourſelves in the Sight of God, and 
ferivuſly examine our Lives and Actions. Ca- 
non 15. ; 

Q. 25. What do you mean by Faſis? 

A. Days fet apart by the Church, or by civil 
Authority, to humble ourſelves before God, in 
' puniſhing our Bodies and afflicting our Souls, in 
order to a real Repentance and Reformation. 


Q. 26. Wherin conſiſts the Nature of Faſting ' 
A. In a ftri& Senſe, it implies a total Abſtinence 


from all Meat and Drink, for the whole Day; 
but in a larger Senſe, an Abſtinence from ſome 
kind of Food, or a ee eating beyond the 
uſual Hours: Whereby our Appetites may be ſub- 
dued, Mortification and Self-denial practis'd, and 
all our Faculties reduc'd to the Obedience of 


Chriſt. 
85 . 37 


1 


* 
JG 


his 


 RocaTion-Days. 79 


Q. 37. Did the Diſciples of our Saviour faſt 
while he was upon Earth ? = 
A. No; becauſe Faſting belongs to Mourners, 
and while our Lord was with them, twas à 
Time of Joy and Gladneſs, and therefore an im- 
proper Seaſon for Sorrow: Can the Children of the 
Bride-chamber faſt, while the Bridegroom is with 
them © But when the Bridegroom is taken from them, 
then fhall 8 3 LAKE v. 33. 
Q. 38. What Examples have we of Tating 
in the Scriptures ? Td 
A. Abundance, both in the Old and New 
Teſtament, David chaſtned his Soul with Faſting ; 


Daniel ſought the Lord with Prayer and Faſting ; 


Anna worſhipped God in Prayers and Faſting ; 
the Prayers, Alms and Faſtings of Cornelius, 


were acceptable before God ; and ſeveral others. 


P/al. Ixix. 10. Dan. ix. 3. Lukeii. 37. Acts x. 
Q. 39. When may a Faft be accounted re- 

ligious? 

A. Wöben it is undertaken upon religious Ends 

and Purpoſes, to reſtrain our looſe Appetites and 


Affections; to deprecate God's Anger, intreat his. 


Mercy; when it is attended with Reſentment 
againſt our Sins, Charity to the Poor, and ſincere 
Humiliation and Repentance. „ 

Q. 40. What Obligations are we under to 
diſcharge this Duty? | 

A. Nature itfelf ſeems. to teach it, as a proper 
Means to expreſs our Sorrow and Grief for 
Sin; and the Scriptures afford ſufficient Motives 


and Examples to engage the Practice of it. 


Fenah iii. 5. Mat. vi. 10. Luke v. 35. 

Q. 41. I obſerve a Fa/t appointed by the 
Church, called Regation-Days ; Why are they ſo 
called? | 

A, They are called 1 from the 
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80.  RocATion-Days 


extraordinary Prayers and Supplications, which 
with Faſting, were at that Time offer'd up to 
God by devout Chriſtians. _ 
Q. 42. Which are the Regatio-Days ? 
A. The Monday, Tueſday and IH edneſday, be- 
fore Holy-ITburſday, or the Aſcenſion of our Lord. 
Q. 43. What was the Dehn of their Inſti- 
tution © | 
A. In theſe Faſts, the Church had a Regard 
to prepare our Minds to celebrate our Savimnr”s 
Aſcenſion, after a devout Manner; and by fer- 
vent Prayers and Humiliation, to appeaſc God's 
Wrath, and deprecate his Diſpleaſure, that ſo we 
may avert thoſe Judgments which the Sins of a 
Nation deſerve. 
Q. 44. Has the Church no other Deſign in it? 
A. Yes; to beſeech God that he would be 
pleaſed to bleſs the Fruits, with which the Earth 
is at this Time cover'd, and not pour upon us 
thoſe Scourges of his Hrath, Peſtilence and War, 
which ordinarily begin in this Scaſon. 
Q. 45. Wherein conſiſts the Prety of this In- 
itution © | 
A. In that it teſtifies our Dependence upon 


God, in thoſe Expectations we have of temporal 


Happineſs ; that we acknowledge all ſecond Cauſes 
are intirely at his Diſpoſal ; and that the ſolemn 

Repentance and carneſt Prayers of a Nation, are 
the moſt effectual Means to appeaſe God's Wrath 
and avert publick Evils. | 

Q. 46. What was the Service enjoin'd upon 
theſe Days © : 

A. At the Reformation, when all Proceſſions were 
aboliſh'd, by reaſon of the Abuſe of them, it was 
ordain'd, That the People, attended with the Mi- 
niſter, ſhould go round the Circuits or Bounds of 
their reſpective Pariſbes, and at the Concluſion, 

| : | return 
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return to the Church and make their Common- 
Prayers? 

Q. 47. Was any Thing to be done in the 
Perambiilation? 

A. Yes; the Minifter or Curate, at conveni- 
ent Places, ſhall admoniſh the People to give 
Thanks to God, in the beholding of God's Bene- 
fits, for the Increaſe and Abundance of his Fruits 
upon the Earth, repeating the 102d Pſalm, ad- 
ding this and ſuch Sentences; Curſed be he that 
tranſlateth the Bounds and Doles of his Neigbbcur. 
Injunct. of Queen Eliz. 18, 19. 

Q. 48. Is this Cu/tom ſtill continued? : 


A. The Perambulatio is {till continued in moſt 


Pariſhes, but I fear the religious Vie of it is 


neglected in many Places. 


Q.. 49. Is there any Service 8 for this 
Occaſion? 


A. There are no Prayers, but there is a Ha- 


1:15 appointed, which is divided into four Parts; 
the three firſt to be uſed upon Monday, Tueſday 
and Wedneſday; and the fourth upon the Day 
when the Pariſh make their Proceſſion. 


Q. 50. How ought theſe and all other Days 


of Faſting to be obſery'd i ? 

A. By carefully inquiring into the State of our 
Souls, charging ourſelves with our Tranſgreſſions, 
conſeſſing them with Shame and Confuſion of 


Face, deprecating God's Anger, and imploring his 


Pardon and Forgiveneſs for Jeſus Sake. 

Q. 51. Is this all that is required of us upon 
our Fa/ts 

A. We ought alſo to relieve the Wants and 
Neceſſities of the Poor, to forgive our Enemies, 
Perſecutors and Slanderers, as we expect Forgive- 
neſs, and to be conſtant and zealous in the Per- 


brmance of God's publick Worſhip ©. 
_ 5 Q. 52. 
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Q. 52. Is any Thing obſervable of the Week 
following the Aſcenſion? 1 
A. Ves; during this Week the Apoſtles con- 
tinued in earneſt Prayer and Expectation of the 
Comforter, whom our Saviour had promiſed to 
ſend them; from whence it is ſometimes called 
Expectation Week. 5 

Q. 53. What Proviſion has the Church made 
in this Caſe ? | | 

A. The Church has appointed the Goſpel for 
Sunday, which contains the Promiſe of the Com- 
forter, who is the Spirit of Truth; and an E- 
piſtle, which exhorts every one to make ſuch Uſe 
of thoſe Gifts which the Holy Spirit ſhall beſtow 
upon them, as becomes good Stewards of the 
' manifold Grace of God. | 
| . 54. What may we learn from hence? 

A. To beſeech Almighty God, not to leave us 
comfortleſs, but to ſend his Holy Gh to com- 
fort us, and exalt us unto the ſame Place whither 
our Saviour Chriſt is gone before; who liveth and 
reigneth with him and the Holy Ghoſt, one God, 
World without End. 


EXERCISE. VII. 


Lent, Aſh-Weadneſday, Ember-Days, Good- 
Friday, Poſſion-Week, Maunday Thur 
day, Eaſter-Eve, and Septuageſima, &c. 
Sundays. | 
HAT Faſts of the Church are you 
prepared to give an Account of at 


A. The 


* 


this Time? 


A 
the . 


Q 
4 


Year 
is nc 
ways 
Q 

A. 
ferin 
ly to 
Suppe 
great 
Q 
forty 
A. 
ant ie 
ance 
faſted 
ſo mz 
our ] 
lengt] 
Ill, 4 
Q. 
. 
Prepa 
mi tiv. 
Begin 
rope: 
hs 
Wor] 


tive C 
A. 
cipline 
Thing 
to Mi 


Yo 


„ 
A. The Firty Days of Lent, Good-Friday and 


the Ember Days, at the four Seaſons of the Year. 


Q. 2. What do you mean by Lem? 
A. It receives the Name from the Time of the 
Year in which it is obſerv'd ; Lentſignifying Spring, 


is now uſed to ſignify the Spring Fa? ; which al- 


ways begins ſo, that it may end at Eater. 
Q. 3. Why to end at E gu 


A. Partly to remind us of our Savicur's Suf- 


ferings which ended at his Reſurrection, and part- 


ly to prepare us for a worthy receiving the Lord's 
Supper, which all Chriſtians ſhould receive at the 
great Feſtival of Eaſter. 


Q. 4. Why was this ſolemn Seaſon limited to 8 


forty Days? | 

A. Becauſe that Number of Days ſeems very 
antiently to have been appropriated' to Repent- 
ance and Humiliation. 
faſted the ſame Space of Time; the Ninevites had 
ſo many Days allow'd for their Repentance ; and 
our Bleſſed Saviour was pleated to faf?. the fame 


length of Time. Deut. ix. 9. I King xix. 8. Fon. 


ni. 4. Mat. iv. 2. 
4 5 W hat was the Original of this Faſt ? 
A. It 


probably took its riſe from the Fewih 


Preparation to their yearly. Expiation. The Pri- 
native Chriſtians following their Example, in the 


Beginning of Chriſtianity, ſet up this Faſt as a 
proper Preparative for the Commemoration of 
the great Expiation of the Sins of the whole 


World. 


Q. 6. How was this obſerv'd by the Primi- 


tive Church? | 


A. With great Strictneſs and Auſterity of Diſ- 


cipline; they allowed no Marriages, nor any. 


Thing elſe that might give the leaſt Occaſion 


to Mirth and Chearfulneſs ; but during the whole 
Seaſon 


Thus Mes and Elias 
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Seaſon gave the moſt publick Teſtimonies of Sor- NC. 
row and Repentance, and ſhew'd all poſſible Signs Efron 


of an unfeigned Humiliation. Com: 
. does this Faſt begin upon A- 2 
2 day ? peati 


A. Becauſe the four Days of that Nee com- A. 
pleat the forty Days, it never having been the Iner v 
Cuſtom of the Church to faſt upon Sundays, IInſtit 
whereon we commemorate ſo great a Blefling as and | 
our Lord's Reſurrectien; therefore the Sundays be- Nreligi 
ing excepted out of the fix Weeks in Lent, viii. 
they make but thirty-ſix Days, to which theſe Q. 


four were added. dente 


Q. 8. Why is it call'd Aſb- W:dueſeay ? other: 
A. From the Cuſtom that prevailed in the pri-] A. 
mitive Church, for Penitents at this Time to ex- duced 

preſs their Humiliation, by lying in Sackcloth and that t 
Apes. wiſhin 
. 9. Why in Sackcloth and Aſhes ? to be 


J. By Sackcloth they ranked themſelves amongſt Q. 
Men of the meaneſt and loweſt Condition; and dy A. 
Aſbes or Earth upon their Heads, they put them-Ferich, 
ſelves in Mind of their own Vileneſs and Morta-ſtrue ; 


lity, that they were but Duſt and Aſhes. hat Id 
. 10. Is there any Thing elſe obſervableners, 2 
upon this Day? heſe C 


A. Yes. Thoſe who ſtood convicted of notori-fire not 
ous Crimes were put to open Penance, and pu-PiCtion: 
niſned in this World, that their Souls might be] Q. 1 
ſaved in the Day of the Lord Jeſus ; and thatfourſe « 
others, admoniſhed by their Example, might be A. C 
the more afraid to offend. df the 

Q. II. What Method has the Church of EngPs ; but 
land taken to kecp up the Deſign of this Day ? cre] 

A. She heartily bewails the Want of the anfhe Gu 
cient Diſcipline ; and till that can be reſtored, ſh} Q. 
ſets before her Mcmbers the general Sentences . 

0 


Asu-WEDNESDAY. 85 
Cad's Curſing againſt impenitent Sinners, gather'd 


from the Scriptures, and repeated in the Office of 


Commination. 
Q. 12. What might be the Original of re- 
peating the Curſes ? 
; A. The Original of repeating theſe, in the Man- 
ner we now uſe them, was a poſitive and Divine 
Inſtitution, which twice enjoin'd it by Moſes; 
s ſand in Obedience to which we find Jeſbua moſt 
- religiouſſy obſerv'd it. Deut. xi. 29. xxvii. Foſh, 
b, viii. 33. 
ſe ts But is not the Guß Amen, to theſe 
Sentences of God's Law, a Curling ourſelves and 
others! 
i- | 4. This pious Office has indeed been ſo tra- 
x- [duced ; but 'tis evident to any conſidering Man, 
nd that the ſaying, Amen, does not here ſignify 
wiſhing, but affirming and declaring ſuch Curſes 
Ito be due, according to what God has revealed. 
oft} Q. 14. How does this appear? 
by A. That Amen is often in the Goſpel tranſlated 
m-Perily, and ſignifies no more than, Verily it is 
ta- true; and the Man that ſays it, verily believes 
hat Idolaters, Adulterers, and ſuch kind of Sin- 
ableners, are expoſed to the Curſe of God; fo that 
heſe Curſes, like our Savicur's Moes in the Goſpel, 


ori-pre not Procurers of Evil, but compaſſionate Pre- 


u-Hictions of it, in order to prevent it. 

t be] Q. 15. But hath not Chriſt taken away the 

thatſCurſe of the Law? | 

t be A. Chriſt indeed hath taken away the Curſe 
f the Law, by being himſelf made a Curſe Fad 

EngÞs ; but this only with reſpect to thoſe who ſin- 

ay ? ferely and truly repent; for as to all others, 

> an4he Gurſe ſtands in full force ſtill, Gal. iii. 13. 

1, ſh] Q. 16. What do you infer from this? 

ces df A. That all ſhould declare their Belief of the 


God' Truth 
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Truth and Reaſonableneſs of theſe Curſes; the 
Good Man to own what his Sins had deſerved, 
and his Obligation to our Lord for redeeming him ; 
the Micted, to awaken him from his Eaſe and 
Security, and to bring him to Repentance before 
it be too late. 5 

Q 17. What End does the Church propoſe in 
this Service? | 

A. To preſs all Chriſtians to a true and ſincere 
| Repentance, from the Conſideration of God's 
dreadful Wrath againſt all impenitent Sinners, and 
to awaken them to ſuch a Senſe of Duty as may 
engage their earneſt Application to God for Par- 
don and Peace in this World, and eternal Hap- 
pineſs in the next. | 

Q. 18. After the ft Sunday in Lent and at other 
Times of the Year, I find certain Days of Fa/t- 
ing call'd Ember-Days. What are meant by them; 
A. Certain Days ſet apart for conſecrating to 
God the four Seaſons of the Year, and for the 
imploring his Blefling by Faſting and Prayer, up- 
on the Ordinations perform'd in the Church at 
theſe Times. | 

Q. 19. When are theſe Ember-Days obſerv'd 
in the Church: 

A. At the four Seaſons of the Year, being the 
Wedneſday, Friday and Saturday, after the firſt 
Sunday in Lent, after Whitſunday, after the four- 
teenth of September, and after the thirteenth of 
December. 


day: 
fp; Medneſday, becauſe then our Lord was be- 
tray'd by Judas; Friday, becauſe then he was 
crucified; and Saturday, becauſe then we repre- 
ſent the Apoſtles Sorrow for the Loſs of their 
Lord, lying in the Grave, | 


Q. 21, 


Q. 20. Why Wedneſday, Friday and Satur- 
? | 


21. 
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Q. 21. Why are they call'd Ember-Days ? 

A. They are fo call'd as ſome think, from a 
Word which imports Abſtinence; but others with 
more Probability derive it from a Saxon Word, 
which ſignifies, a Circuit or Courſe ; ſo that theſe 
Fafts being not occaſional, but returning every 
Year, in certain Courſes, may properly be ſaid to 
be Ember-Days, becauſe Fafts in Courſe. 

Q. 22. Wherein conſiſts the Piety of the 
Church in inſtituting theſe Days? 

A. That as all Mankind are concern'd in hav- 
ing fit Perſons ordain'd to ſerve in the Sacred Mi- 
niſtry of God's Church, ſo tis neceſſary that they 


ſhould join their beſt Endeavours, their Prayers 


and Faſting, in order to procure Gzd's Favour and 
Bleſſing upon them. | 

Q. 23. Whom ought they to pray for ? 

A. For the Biſhops and Paſtors of Christ's 
Flock, that they may lay hands ſuddenly on no Man, 
but faithfully and wiſely make Choice of ſuch 
Perſons, who for their Learning and Manners are 
duly qualified, | | 

. 24. Ought they not alſo to pray for thoſe 
that deſire Orders 

A. Yes; that they who ſhall be Ordain'd to 
any holy Function, may be adorn'd with the Truth 
of the Goſpel, Innocency of Life, and ſuch a Mea- 
ſure of divine Grace and heavenly Benediction, 
as may ſet forth the Glory of God, and ſet for- 
ward the Salvation of Men. | 

Q. 25. What Reaſons are there why the Or- 
dinations of Miniſters are fixt to theſe ſet Times 
of Faſting © | | | 

A. That both Biſhops, and Candidates for Or- 
ders, knowing the Time, may prepare themſelves 
for this great Work, and that no Vacancy or Cure 
of Souls may remain long unſupplied, 

3 Q. 26, 
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Q. 26. Have you any other Reaſon? 

A. Ves; that the People knowing the Times, 
may, if they pleaſe, be preſent, either to approve 
the Choice made by the Biſbop, or to object a- 
gainſt thoſe whom they know to be unworthy. 
Q. 27. Is this Privilege continued to the Peo- 
le? 
. A. Yes; the Church of England expreſly en- 
joins the Biſhop to demand of the People, if they 
know any Impediment or notable Crime in any 
Candidate, why he ought not to be received into 
the ſacred Miniſtry, Office of Ordination. 

Q. 28. Suppoſe a Crime be alledged ? 

A. If any great Crime or Impediment be ob- 
jected, the Church commands the Byhgp to ſur- 
ceaſe the Ordaining that Perſon, until ſuch Time 
as the Party accuſed ſhall be found clear of that 
Crime. Rubrick, in the Office of Ordination. 

. 29. What may we learn from the Ob/er- 
vation of theſe Faſts 

A. 1ſt, To be thankful to God for his great 
Goodneſs, in eſtabliſhing ſuch an Order of Men, 
on purpoſe to teach and guide us in the Way of 
Salvation. | | 

24ly, To continue ſtedfaſt in the Communion 
of that Church, which ſhews ſo much Care and 
Piety in her Choice, as well as Conformity to 
the primitive Church in her Admiſſion of Mi- 
mijters..  - | 

. 30. What elſe may we learn from hence? 

A. To ſpend thoſe Faſting-Days in Devotion, 
with particular Prayers for all Orders of the Clergy, 
and to obſerve thoſe pious Directions and Rules, 
which our ſpiritual Governors inall from Time 
to Time enjoin, for the building us up in our 


Holy Faith. | | | 
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Q. 31. What other Faſt does the Church more 
particularly celebrate during the Lime of Lent? 

A. That of our Saviour's Paſſim, commonly 
called Good- Friday. 

Q. 32. Why is that Day called Good-Friday ? 

A. From the bleſſed Effects of our Saviour“s 
Sufferings, which are the Ground of all our Joy; 
and for thoſe unſpeakable good Things he hath 
purchaſed for us by his Death, whereby he made 
Expiation fer the Sins of the whole World, and by 
the ſhedding his own Blood, obtain'd eternal Re- 
demption for us. Heb. ix. 12. 

Q. 33. Why is it obſerv'd as a Faſt? 

A. The Chriſtian Church always did obſerve 
it as a Day of Faſting and Humiliation ; not that 
the Grief and Affliction they expreſs'd, did ariſe 
from the Loſs they ſuſtain'd, but from a Senſe of 
the Guilt of the Sins of the whole World, which 
drew upon our Bleſſed Redeemer, that painful and 
ſhameful Death of the Croſs. | 

Q. 34. How is the whole Nee, in which 
Co- Friday falls, call'd by the Church ? 

A. It is calPd the Great and Holy Week; Great, 


becauſe in it was tranſacted an Affair of the 


greateſt Importance to the Happineſs of Man, and 
Actions truly great were perform'd, to ſecure his 


Salvation. 


Q. 35. What were theſe Actions? 


A. Death was conquer'd, the Devil's Tyranny 
was aboliſhed, the Partition- Mall betwixt Few 


and Gentile was broken down, and God and Man 


were reconciled by the Blood of Chriſt. Eph. ii. 
13, 16. | 


Q. 36. Why is it call'd the Holy Meet? 


A. From thoſe devout and religious Exerciſes, 


which Chriſtians employ'd themſelves in, upon 
this Occaſion, | 


Q. 37» 
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Q. 37. What were thoſe devout Exerciſes? 

A. Good Chriſtians apply'd themſelves to Prayer 
both in publick and private, to hearing and read- 
ing God's holy Mord, to Faſting and Humiliation; 
to unteigned Repentance for thoſe Sins which 
crucified the Lord of Life ; and all other Duties 
relating to Piety and Devotion. 

Q. 38. What Proviſion has the Church of 
England made to exerciſe the Devotion of her 
Members all this Week ? | 
A. She calls upon them every Day to meditate 
_ our Savicur's Sufferings, to reffect upon his 

umiliation in order to increaſe their own, and 
to turn their Thoughts and Affections from the 
Things of this World, to thoſe which concern 
their eternal Salvation. | 

Q. 39. What Method has /he uſed to raiſe our 
Meditations at this Time? . 

A. She has collected in the Leſſons, Epiſiles and 
Goſpels for this Week, moſt of thoſe Portions of 
Scripture Which relate to our Savior's Death ; 
and therefore this eek is commonly call'd Pa/- 
fton-Week, becauſe the Hiſtory of our Lord's Paſ- 
ſion is now more particularly read and expounded. 

Q. 40. When does the Service of this Week 
begin? SS 

c Upon the Sunday before Eaſter, which is 
generally called Palm- Sunday, in Commemoration 
of our Savicur s triumphal Entry into Feruſalem, 

when the Multitude that attended him /trowed 
Palm Branches in his Way. John xii. 13. 
Q. 41. Is not the Thur/day in Paſſun-IWiek 
taken particular Notice of ? | | | 
A. Yes. That Day is called Maunday T hurſday, 
from the Commandment which our Saviour gave 


his 4po/tles, to commemorate the Sacrament of hy 
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laſt Supper, which he upon this Day inſtituted af- 
ter the Celebration of the Paſſover. Luke xxii. 19. 

Q. 42. Have you any other Reaſon for this! 

A. Others think it was ſo called from that 
new Commandment which our Lord gave his Diſ- 
ciples, to love one another, after he had waſhed their 
Feet, in Token of the Love he bore to them; 
as is recorded. John Xiil. | 

Q. 43. Is any Cuſtom retain'd in Imitation of 
that Action? A 

A. Yes, in Imitation of that Action, and as a 
Token of their own Humility, the Kings and 
Queens of England do itil, either by themſelves, 
or their Almoner, waſh the Feet and relieve the 
Neceſſities of ſeveral Poor People on that Day. 


Q. 44. Had the Church any particular Office 


on that Day ? 

A. On that Day the Penitents that were put 
out of the Church upon 4/þ-Weaneſday, were re- 
ceiv'd again into it; partly that they might be 
Partakers of the Tay Communim, and pertly in 
Remembrance that our Lord was on this Day 
apprehended and bound, in order to work our De- 
liverance and Freedom. 

Q. 45. Was any other Cuſtom obſferv'd ? 

A. J am inform'd that the Church Doors uſed 
to be all ſet open on this Day, to ſignify that 
penitent Sinners, coming from North or South, 
or any Part of the World, ſhould be receiv'd to 
Mercy and the Church's Favour. 


Q. 46. What Taft is obſerv'd upon Saturday 


before Eaſter? ” 

A. The great Vigil or Eve of our Saviour“s 
Reſurrection, when he lay in the Grave, and de- 
ſcended into the State of the Dead, when there 
was a real Separation of his Soul from his Body, 
whereby he was properly and truly dead. 5 
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Q. 47. How was this Eve celebrated? 

A. In the antient Church, *twas celebrated 
with more then ordinary Devotions, with folemn 
Matchings, with Multitudes of lighted Torches, 
both in their Churches and their own private 
Houſes, and with the general Reſort and Con- 
fluence of all Ranks of Men. | 

Q. 48. What was the Deſign of this ? 

A. All this was deſign'd as a Fore-runner of 
that great Light, even the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
which the next Day aroſe upon the World. 

Q. 49. How is this Fa/? obſerv'd in the Church 
of England ? | 

A. Our excellent Church having laid aſide 


| thoſe Ceremonzes, adviſes us to faſt in private, and 


calls us together in publick, to meditate upon our 
Saviour s Death, Burial and Deſcent into Hell. 
Q. 50. What may we learn from the Obſer- 
vation of this Faſt ? 
A. That as we are baptized into the Death of 


dux Lord Fejus Chrift, fo by continual mortifying 
our corrupt Affections, we may be buried with 
him; and that thro' the Grave and Gate of Death, 


we may paſs to a joyful Reſurrection, for his 
Merits, who died and was buried and roſe again 


for us. 


Q. 51. What may we learn from the Obſer- 
vation of Good-Friday, or the Commemoration 
of Chriſt's Sufferings? 

A. The great Evil of Sin, ſince God Incarnate 


was made. a _—_— to deliver us from the Guilt 
of it; and the infinite Love of our dear Redeemer, 


who ſuffer'd ſuch bitter Torments and inex- 
preſſible Anguiſh, to purchaſe eternal Salvation 


for us; and to make all the Returns we are able 


of Love and Gratitude, 


Q. 52. What elſe may we learn from it? 
4 T0 
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A. To ſacrifice all that is dear to us, for the 


Defence of his Truth and the Propagation of 


his Glory and Honour in the World; and to ex- 


tend our Charity to all Mankind, our Enemies, 


as well as Friends. For while we were Enemies to 
God, Chriſt died to obtain Peace and Reconciliation 


Ir us. Rom. v. 10. 


Q. 53. What do you mean by Septuage/ima, 


Serageſima, and Quinguageſima Sundays? 

A. The Firſt ſignifies Seventy, the ſecond Sixty, 
the third Fifty Days before Eaſter; which though 
they are not exactly, yet are ſo expreſs'd, becauſe 
Seventy, Sixty and Fifty are even and round 
Numbers. . 

Q. 54. What is the Den of theſe Days? 

A. The Deſign of them is to call us back from 


our Chriſtmas Feaſting and Joy, in order to pre- 


pare ourſelves for Faſting and Humiliation, in the 
approaching Time of Lent. 


Q. 55. How are our Thoughts to be employ'd 
upon theſe Days ? | 


A. We ought to reflect upon the Cauſe of 


Chriſt's Coming into the World, namely, our 
own Sins and Miſeries; that fo being convinc'd 
of the Reaſonableneſs of puniſhing and morti- 
fying ourſelves for our Sins, we may the more 
friecly and religiouſly apply ourſelves to thoſe 
Duties, when the proper Time for them comes. 
Q. 56. How were they obſerv'd by devout 
Chriſtians? | „ 
A. They obſerv'd the whole Time, from the 
firſt of theſe Sundays to Eaſter, as a Seaſon of 
Humiliation and Faſting ; tho' the Generality of 
the People did not begin their Faſts till 4/h-I/24- 
neſday. Tm l 
Q. 57. What may we learn from the Obſerva- 
tim of theſe Days? 


3 A. Te 


22 > —ů— — — 
2 SI — 


a — * — F 
— K > ——— 
_ — — # 
— —ꝛ—— —— —— " 
- — — — — „r 4 4 
# 
—— —-— — — 2 
_ gar aun” "ET — — — — N 
. 
— — 0; - — 3. * 


— — — er a 


94 Morning-Prayer. Firſt Part. 
A. To beſeech Almighty God favourably to hear 
the Prayers of his People, that we who are juſtly 
puniſhed for our Offences, may be mercifully de- 
liver'd by his Goodneſs, for the Glory of hi: 
name, thro' Feſus Chrift our Saviour, who liveth 
and reigneth with him and the Holy Gho/?, ever 
one God, World without End. 


EXAENGCISE If 
Morning- Prayer. Firſt Part. 


"0. W HAT is Prayer ? 
A. Prayer is the lifting up of the 


Soul to Gd in humble and earneſt Petition, inf; 


the Name and thro' the Mediation of Feſus Chrij 


for all Things neceſlary, either for our Souls off 


Bodies. | 

Q. 2. What do you mean by the Word Ii. 
turgy © 

A. A Form of publick Devotion, conſiſting of 
Prayers, Praiſes, Confeſſion, and Thankſgiving. 

Q. 3. Why is the Liturgy of the Church call 
Common-Prayer ? 

A. It is called common, that is, publick Prayer, 
in oppolition to private Prayer, becauſe the pub- 
lick Form of Worſhip is enjoin'd to be uſed 
throughout the Realm, and no other ; it is alſo 
written and read in the common Language, 
whereas other Forms may be uſed in private, 
cither in Families or the Cloſet. Or according 
to others, this Service is called Common-Prayer, 
from the People's bearing a Part in it. 


Q. 4. Why does the Church uſe a Form o 
Prayer? „„ ES: 
| A, Becauſt 


Servic 
antien 
ing lo 
fore th 


Q. 

PO 
and gl 
degan, 


_ 
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N A. Becauſe it conduces more to the Uſe of 


MW Edifying by promoting Devotion, is more agree- 
e- able to the Apeſtolical Rule, and to the Command 
* of Chriſt . | 
tl Q. 5. How does a ſet Form conduce to promote 
er Devotion? 
A. Becauſe when we know before, the Matter, 
Method and Expreſſion of our Prayers, nothing 
remains for us to do, but to fix our Thoughts de- 
voutly upon them, and to diſpoſe our Souls, with 
the moſt becoming Affection, to join in every 
Part of them. 
Q. 6. How does it appear from the Apoſtolical 
Rule and Practice? 5 
A. In that the Apoſtles commanded all Things in 
the the Church to the Uſe of Edifying, and alſo joined 
in in the Jewoiſß Worſhip, which conſiſted of pre- 
7g compoled Pſalms and Hynms, and ſet Forms of 
ol Devotion. 1 Cor. xiv. 26. 
Q. 7. How does it appear that a ſet Form is 
more agreeable to the Command of Chriſt ? 
A, Not only from his taking all Opportunities 


Li. 


; of join in thoſe Forms, which were daily uſed in 
1 0 the Few:h Church, but from that Form which 


he himſelf preſcrib'd to his Diſciples, hen ye 
pray, ſay, Our Father, &. | 


yer Q. 8. But is not the Common-Prayer taken out 


art of the Maſs-Book © | 
ey A. It has been fo afpers'd ; but moſt of the 
all Services of our Church, were traced out of thoſe 


agen antient Liturgies and Fathers, which were in be- 


VALC, 


A ling long before the Name of Popery, at leaſt be- 

dine pore the preſent Maſs- Bool was compiled, 

0)" Q. 9. How does this appear? 

A. In that the Church of Britain was eminent 

mM oi and glorious, ſome hundred Years before Popery 
began, being planted by the Apoftles (as ſome at- 

cauſt | S 

CA | firm) 
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firm) or certainly very near the Apo/tles Tims, 
and was renown'd throughout the World for itz 
primitive //orſhip, Diſcipline and Government, til 
about the ſeventh Century, when the TP and 
Church of Rome broke in upon it. 

Q. 10. But ſuppoſe our Common-Prayer wa 
taken from —— is that a ſufficient Reaſon to 
reject it? 

A. It is no more a Reaſon . the uſing 
of it, ſo long as it is free from Popiſh Errors and 
Superſtitions, than it is againſt the Uſe of the 
Lord's-Prayer, the Creed, or the reading a Chat 
ter or Pſalm out of the Bible, becauſe the Papiſt 
uſe them in their Breviary or Miiſſal. 

. 11. What do you infer from hence? 

A. That our national Worſhip, as it is nov 
eſtabliſhed in the Book of Common- Prayer, | 
pure throughout, and that not only from th Mini 
groſſer Mixtures, but from any Allays or Adhe EV. 
ſions of Popery. 

Q. 12. At the Beginning of the Commun 
Prayer- Bool, J obſerve a Calendar; W hat do yoſj A. | 
mean by it? f Go, 

A. An uſeful Enumeration of the donthite 7 
Ileeks, and Days of the Year, together with ae 44 
Account of the Feaſts and Faſts of the Churcſtom o 
and of the Leſſons to be read Morning and Evenſnd ni. 
ing, in our daily Worſhip. ree. 

13. There are alſo "Rubricks What do ye % I 
mean \ by them ? 

A. Theſe are Rules and Directions, which: — | 
mixed among the Offices and Prayers of B t 
Church, to guide both Miniſters and People, in t hurch 
Uſe of, and Behaviour at the public k Service. f*votic 

Q. 14. Why are they called Rubrichs? ening 

A. From a Latin Word, which ſignifies R. * 
becauſe they were formerly printed in red Letter Ai 


2 | 


Morning-Prayer. Firſt Part. 97 


Q. 15. Give an Inſtance of one of theſe Rules 
MM or Rubricks © 3 . 
g 4. The Morning and Evening Prayer ſhall 
aa be uſed in the accuſtom'd Place of the Church, 
« Chancel-or Chapel, except it be otherwiſe de- 
va termin'd by the Ordinary (or Biſbop) of the 
Place. And here it is to be noted, that ſuch 
« Ornaments of the Church and the Mini ters 
« thereof, at all Times of their Miniſtration, 
« ſhall be retain'd, as were in this Church of 
« England by the Authority of Parliament, in the 


ung 
and 
the 


5a ſecond Year of the Reign of King Edward the 
i fxth. 


pitt | 5 
eu . 16. What does this Rubrick direct! 
IA. It directs the Time of public Prayer Morn- 
now8lins and Evening; the Place where this Service is 
„„ o be uſed, the Church, Chancel or Chapel; the 
\ thMiniſter or proper Perſon to officiate, and the 
Idhe Miniſterial Ornaments, particularly the Surplice. 
Q. 17. Why is the publick Service appointed 
arning and Evening? : 

A. Becauſe this is agreeable to the expreſs Law 
f God, which commanded his peculiar People 
Amth$he Fetus, to offer up two Lambs daily, one in 
ith alhe Morning, the other at Even; which we find, 
hurchrom other Places of Scripture, were their third 
Evelnd ninth Four, which anſwer to our nine and 
ree. _ Exod. xxix. 39. Ads ii. 15. iii. . 


] 0 yo 


d 
0 Y . Ves; the 4po/tes and primitive Chriſtians 


hich: dntinued to obſerve the ſame Hours of Prayer 


> Iich the 7ews; and 'tis certain all Chriſtian 


e in tÞurches have been uſed to have their publick 
rvice. levotions perform'd daily every Aforning and 
13 ening. | | 


:Ges RI Q. 19. Hath our Church appointed ſet Hours 


Letter Morning and Evening Service ? 
Q. 3 A. No: 


Q. 18. Did the Apoſtles obſerve the ſame Hours? 
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A. No: She hath only taken care to enjoin, 
that publick Prayers be read Morning and Even- 
ing, daily throughout the Vear; that ſo all her 
Members may have an Opportunity of joining in 
public Worſhip, twice at leaſt every Day. 

Q. 20. Who is to determine the Hours of 
Prayer? | | 

A. The Miniſter that is to officiate, who con- 
ſidering his own and his People's Circumſtances, 


may appoint ſuch Hours for Morning and Even- 
ing Prayer, as he ſhall judge moſt proper and 


convenient, unleſs the Biſhop or Ordinary ap- 
point otherwiſe. 

Q. 21. Why is the Divine Worſhip to be 
perform'd in the Church ? 

A. Becauſe Churches bear a peculiar Relation 
to God, being ſolemnly dedicated and ſet apart 
for his publick Worſhip and Service; and becauſe 
he is more peculiarly preſent in them, his Mord 
and Sacraments are there adminiſtred, and the 
Holy Angels there attend to obſerve our Deport- 
ment and Behaviour. | 

Q. 22. Have you any other Reaſon *? 

A, Yes; becauſe the publick Morſbip is to be 
perform'd by ſeveral People, therefore they ought 
to have a Place capacious enough to receive 
them; and that Place muſt alſo be fixed, that ſo 
all who belong to the ſame Congregation, may 


| know whither they may repair and meet one 


another to perform that Morſbip. 
. 23. Why do we uncover our Heads when 
we enter the Church © 
A. Out of Reverence to him to whom that 
acred Place is devoted, and in Memory of thoſe 
"ipiritual Elofſmgs, which we and our Chriſtian 
Brethren have there receiv'd. 
Q. 24. With what Diſpoſition of Mind ought 
ve to perform the publick Jo /hip © A. 
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A. With ſincere Intentions of glorifying C 
and making his Honour known among Men, and 
with hearty Endeavours of performing his H 
IVill, and of being that in our Lives and Ac- 
tions, which we beg to be made in our Prayers. 

2 25. Why is the Service of the Church to 
be offer'd up by the Miniſter ? 

A. Becauſe it was thought proper in all Reli- 
gior;s, that there ſhould be ſome Perſons to mi- 
niſter between God and the People; and it is 
particularly ſo under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, 
wherein, as Chriſt did firſt mediate between his 
Father and the World, ſo now do his Miniſters 
in their ſeveral Offices carry on the ſame Work 
of Mediation, and, as Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, pray 
Men in Chriſt's ſtead to be reconciled unto God. 

Q. 26. From whence do Miniſters derive their 
pH f 

A. From our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, the great 
Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls, who glorified not 
himſelf to be an High-Prieſt; but had his Com- 
miſſion from God the Father, and after his Re- 
ſurrection, inveſted his Apoſtles with the ſame 
Commiſſion his Father had given him. As my Fa- 
ther hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. Receive Power, 
and ſo on. Heb. v. 5. John xx. 21, 22, 

Q. 27. Did not this Power end with the 
Apoſtles © 

A. No: The Apoftles Commiſſion plainly con- 
tains an Authority of ordaining others, and a 
Power of transferring that Commiſſion upon others, 
and theſe upon others to the End of the World, 

Q. 28. How does this appear ? 29 

A, From the Nature of that Promiſe which 
our Saviour made to them, to be with them unte 
the End of the Morld; which muſt include their 
ducceſſors in the Execution of the ſame Commiſ- 
lon, Mat. xxvili. 20, F 2 Q. 29. 
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| Righteouſneſs wherewith God's Miniſters ough ; 
to be clothed. Beſides, the Antient of Days if the re 


Q. 29. Are the Miniſters of the Church then 
of Divine Inſtitution ? 

A. Yes; for when God inſtituted his publick 
Worſhip, he at the ſame Time, ſet a-part a 
peculiar Order of Men to be the Adminiſtrators 
of it: So that thoſe Perſons who were to miniſ- 
ter, were equally of Divine Inſtitution with the Þ pu 
Worſhip itſelf. | an 

Q. 30. To whom is the Power of ordaining Or 
Miniſters committed in the Church of England? I Ga 

A. No Man ſhall be accounted or taken to tio; 
« be a lawful Biſbop, Prie/t or Deacon, in the ( 
« Church of England, or ſuffer'd to execute any |} to i 
of the ſaid Functions, except he be called, 
cc tried, examin'd and admitted thereunto by nen 
« Epiſcopal Conſecration or Ordinatian. Preface they 
to the Office of Ordination. | but 

Q. 31. How doth the Biſbop confer Orders? | eith. 

A. Not in his own Name, but in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 4 
whoſe Delegate he is, with Power to ordain other was 
Miniſters, for all the ſacred Offices and Infſtitu-F unla 
tions of the Chriſtian Church. _ £7: 

Q. 32. Why are particular Garments appoint-ſ C, 


A. For the honourable Diſtinction of the Prięſi- Servi 
hoed, and that the Clergy may be had in outward} 4. 
Reverence, which is apt to raiſe an inward Ref ture, 
gard for the Excellency of their Miniſtry. | bs he 

Q. 33. Why a White Garment or Surplice ® Ja ſpir 

A. Becauſe it fitly repreſents the Innocence and great 


ed for Miniſters, in the Time of Divine Service?] | 


repreſented as having Garments a; white as Suowh A. 
when our Saviour was transfigured, his Raimenf are to 
was white as the Light; and whenever Ange who n 


have appear'd unto Men, they have e not yy 
| | Cloth: 


as l 
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cloth. 
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clthed in white Apparel. 
2. Wini. 3. Ae i. 10. 

Q. 34. What Authori 
tinction of Garments, or for a white Garment, in 
Time of divine Service? 

A. The Prieſt-hood of Aaron at the Time of 
publick Service were to have a white Linen Ephod; 
and I am inform'd. that the whole Eccleſiaſtical 
Order, Biſhop, Prieſt and Deacon, were in white 
Garments at the Time of the ſacred Adminiſtra- 
tions, in the primitive Church. Exod. xxviil. 4. 

But hath not the Surplice been abuſal 
to idolatrous and ſuperſtitious Uſes ? | 
A. We allow that the Surplice or a white Gar- 
ment hath been uſed by Papi/ts and others, when 
they have practiſed Idolatry and Superſtition; 
but it does not follow that a Surplice in itſelf is 
either unlawful or inexpedient. 

Q. 36. Why ſo? 

A. Becauſe it was in Uſe lie before Popery 
was in Being. Beſides, if ſuch an Abuſe made it 
unlawful, it cannot be conceived that the Pri- 
mitive Church, and the inſired FF7-iters, nay even 
God himſelf, would fo plainly countenance it. 

Q. 37. How does the Morning and Evening 
Service egin ? 

A. With ſeveral plain and eaſy Texts of Scrip- 
ture, which are deſigned as a proper Introduction 
to bring the Minds of the Congregation into 
a ſpiritual Frame, and to prepare them for the 
great Duty they are entring upon, 

Q. 38. Why are we required to fland u up at 
the reading of one or more of theſe Sentences ? 

A. Becauſe they are the Dord of God, and we 
are to apprehend them as ſpoken by God himſelf, 


Dan. vii. 9. Mat. xvii. 


who may juſtly reject our Petitions if we : hearken 


Q. 39. 


not with Reverence to his Word, 
E2 


have you for a Diſ— 


102 Morning- Prayer. Firſt Part. 


Q. 39. What is the Deſgn of the Exhortation? 

A. To apply and ſet home the preceding Sen- pt 
fences, and to direct us how to perform the fol- re 
lowing Cenfeſſiun. th 

Q. 40. How does the Exhortation perform this? 

A. By collecting the Neceflity of Confeſſion from 
the 2 of God ; and when it hath convinced OV 
us of that, it inſtructs us in the right Manner, hi. 
and then invites us to that neceſſary Duty, for 1 Hh 
which it hath ſo well prepared us. co 

Q. 41. Why are the Sentences and Exhortation an, 
to be read with a hu or audible Voice ? 

A. To cauſe the greater Reverence and At- lin 
tention of the Congregation, and to raiſe their | 
Souls up to a ſpiritual Frame and a praying Diſ- ane 
poſition; which will enable them to offer their | Go: 
Addreſſes to God in an humble Manner, and with Son 


fervent Affect ions. hat 
Q. 42. Why is the Confeſſion placed at the ma 
N of the Service ? ( 


A. Becauſe Sin unrepented of, hinders the Suc- | the 
ceſs of our Prayers, When the Guilt is removed | - 
by penitential Acknowledgments, there is no and 
Bar to God's Grace and Mercies ; and therefore | Off 
ſuch as would pray effectually, have always be- | tent 
gun with Confeſſian. John ix. 31. Ezra ix. 55 6. 0 


Dan. ix. 3 A 
„ 43. Why are the People to repeat the Con- mad 
7 ſſion after the Miniſter? they 


A. That every one may teſtify with his own | ceiv. 
Mouth his Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, may ſhew that to 1 
his Repentance is as publick as his Sins have been, Q 
and that the whole Congregation may be Wit- Hans 
neſſes of each others Confeſſion, before they unite | A 


in the following Service, clari 
Q. 44. But will this general Confeſſi;m reach] he is 
the Caſe of every particular Perſon ! 2 


A. It 


Wn 


that 


Sen, 
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nite 


aach 
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A. It is fo happily contriv'd, that every Perſon 
preſent may truly ſpeak it as his own Caſe, and 
reduce his moſt particular and perſonal Faults to 
the general Expreſſions of it. 

Q. 45. How can that be? 

A. Very eaſily; for every one may call his 


own Sins to Remembrance, what Duties he knows 


himſelf to have omitted, and what Vices he knows 


himſelf to have committed, and confeſs them ac- 
cordingly to God, ſincerely repenting of them, 
and ſtedfaſtly reſolving never to do fo any more. 


Q. 46. Why is this Confeſſion to be made Ane 


ling . 
A. Becauſe it is the fitteſt Poſture for Penitents; 
and it is highly reaſonable that we ſhould worſhip 


| God with all poſſible Reverence, not only of the 


Soul, but alſo of the Body; and therefore the Church 
hath very prudently enjoined Kneeling in this and 


many other Places of her Liturgy. 


Q. 47. Why is the Abſclution pronounced by 
the Prieſt? 

A. Becauſe he is Chriſt's Ambaſſador of Peace 
and Reconciliation to Sinners, and it is his peculiar 
Office to declare and pronounce Abſclution to Peni- 


| tents, who muſt ſilently heat it. 


Q. 48. Why by the Priz/ alone? | 
A. Becauſe it is the Declaration of God's I ill 


made to the People by the Prieſt, and therefore 


they are not to make it themſelves; but to re- 
ceive it from him, who is commiſſioned by G0 
to make it. 


Q. 49. Why it the Pri: to pronounce it 


ſtanding & 


A. Becauſe it is an Act of his Authority, in de- 
claring the Will of that God whoſe Ambaſlador 


he is. | 


Q. 50. Why are the People to hear it bnecling? 
BS A, They 
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A. They are required to continue Inceling, in 
token of that Humility and Reverence, with 
which they ought to receive the joyful News of a 
Pardon from God. 

Q. 51. Can Man forgive Sins ? 

A. Cd alone can exerciſe this Power in his 
own Right; but he may and hath committed this 
Power to others, who do it in his Name, and b 
his Authority, being commiſſion'd ſo to do by 
Chriſt himſelf, Fohn xx. 21, 22. 

Q. 52. Why do the People ſay Amen, at the 
End of the Abſolution? | | 
A. To give their Aſent to that Declaration the 
 Prizft hath made, and to teſtify how firmly they 
believe, highly value, and earneſtly deſire that 
Comfort of Forgiveneſs. | 

Q. 52. What may we learn from hence ? 

A. To give all Diligence to come to Church 
before the Confeſſion, or otherwiſe we loſe the 
comfortable Aſſurance of Abſolution, which ſanc- 
tities our Perſons, and renders all our Offerings 
acceptable to God. | 

Q. 54. Why does the Lord's Prayer follow the 
Abſelution © Os 

A. Becauſe upon our Repentance and Faith in 
Chri/?, we look upon ourſelves as ab/olved from 
our Sins, and as reconciled to God, and therefore 
beg Leave to call him Father, humbly adreſſing 
ourſelves to him in that divine Form of Prayer, 
which he himſelf hath given us. 

Q. 55. Why is the Lord's Prayer to be re- 
peated by Miniſter and People? 

A. Becauſe 'tis a Badge of our Diſcipleſhip, 
and therefore the Church injoins the People at all 
Times, to repeat it together with the Miniſter; 
for by ſo doing they declare themſelves our Lord's 


Difciples, and imitate the antient Practice, when 


the 


what we pray for. 
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the whole Congregation did vocally pronounce it 


all together. | 
Q. 56. Have you any other Reaſon for this ? 


A. Yes: Becauſe we do thereby not only de- | 


clare our Chriſtian Unity, but we doalſo the greater 
Honour to Ged and our Bleſſed Saviour, by re- 

peating it in the moſt ſolemn Manner we are able; 

and by our Fervency and Devotion therein, we 

edify our Brethren. 


Q. 57. Why is the Lord's Prayer ſo often 


repeated in the Liturgy © 

A. It is added to all our Forms and Offices, to 
make up their Defects, and to recommend them to 
our heavenly Father, who, if he cannot deny us 
when we aſk in his San's Name, can much leſs do 
ſo, when we ſpeak in his Son's Words allo. 


Q. 58. Why is the Lord's Prayer called a per- 


feet Form? ES 

A. Becauſe it comprehends Petitions ſuitable to 
all our Neceſſities, and intimates all our Duty, 
and was drawn up by our glorious Advocate, who 


knew his Father's Sufficiency as well as our Wants. 


- A. $94 bg is the Doxolagy (For thine is the 


Kingdom, the Power and the Glory, for ever and 


ever) ſometimes uſed and ſometimes omitted ? 
A. When the Offices are direct Acts of Praiſe, 
it is always uſed, as after the Abſolution, and in 


the Communzon Service; but where they are meerly 
petitionary, it is frequently omitted: Beſides, St. 


Luke in his Goſpel hath left it out. Luke xi. 
Q. 60. What is the Senſe of Amen. 
A. By the Word Amen we declare our Belief 


that God can, our Hope that he will, and our 


Defire that he may grant our Requeſt; for we truſt 
that God of his Mercy and Goodneſs will grant 


VV 
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Q. 6r. What is the Den of the Verſicles and 
Reſponſes (or Anſwers 5 ESTs 

A. The Deſign of them is, by a grateful Va- th 
riety to quicken the Peoples Devotion and engage th 
their Attention; both which would be apt to lan- P. 
guiſh and decay, were they wholy unconcern'd 


and had no Part to perform in the publick W or- wi 
{hip of God. | | in 
Q. 62. Why are the People to make theſe Re- 
ſpines after the Miniſter? | th 
A. In Conformity to the primitive Practice, and V, 
to declare the mutual Conſent and Agreement of 1 J. 
the Congregation in what they pray for ; to which ſpe 
Agreement, the Succeſs of their Prayers is promiſed. by 
Q. 63. Why is Glory be to the Father, Son, and | 
Fly Gheft added? th 
A. Upon Suppoſition that our Pardon is 
granted, we turn our Petitions into Praiſes, riſing Y 


up in Token that we lift up our Hearts to praiſe to 

and magnify the Eternal and Glorious Trinity, giv- rat 

ing Glory to the Father who granted our Pardon, I ou 

to the Son who purchaſed it, and to the Hoh 

Ghoſt who ſealed it. 5 | | 
Q. 64. Why do we rife up to do this? 55 
A. Becaufe Standing is the more proper Poſture 

of Praiſe; and beſides, by that Poſture we declare 

our Stedfaſtneſs in the Faith of the Holy Trinity. 

; Q. 65. Why do we fay, As it was in the Begin- Þ Q. 

ee. | | | 

4 Not only to oppoſe the Arians, who faid of 

there was a Beginning of Time before Chriſt had Þ 

any Beginning 3 but alſo to declare that this was app 

the primitive Form, and the old Orthodox Way | © 

of. praiſing God. . tati 

Q. 66. Which is the ſecond Verſicle of Praiſe? the 
A. Praiſe ye the Lerd; which is no other than hat 

the Engliſh of Hallelujah. LE TS 
2. 67. Why 38 this plac'd here ? A, Pra 
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A. As a Return to Glery be to the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt; and as a triumphant nm upon 
the joyful News of our Abſolution, and the Over- 
throw of our ſpiritual Enemies; for which the 
Prie/t faith, Praiſe ye the Lord, and the People 
readily obey him, The Lord's Name be praiſed. 

Q. 68. Are not the Miniſter and People to join 
in both the Verſicle and Reſponſes ? | 

A. Yes, mentally or with the Mind; for tho” 
the Church requires that the Miniſter ſpeak the 
Verſicle, and the People the Reſponſe, yet both 
Miniſter and People ought mentally to offer up and 
ſpeak to God, what is vocally ofter'd up and ſpoken 
by each of them reſpeCtively. | 
Q. 69. How ought we to behave ourſelves in 
this and every Part of the Service? 2 

A. With the utmoſt Humility, Reverence and 
Devotion, beſeeching God to unite our Hearts un- 


to himſelf, to cleanſe our Thoughts by the Inſpi- 
ration of his Hely Spirit, and to grant that theſe 


our ſpiritual Sacrifices may be acceptable to him 


by Jeſus Chriſt. 


— 


eien 
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. Y O U have already given me ſome Ac- 


count of the firſt Part of the Service 


of the Church. I ſhall proceed now to the P/alms, 


and ſome other Parts; and, Why is the 9572 P/alm 
appointed in this Place? | 


A. Becauſe it is a proper Preparatory and Invi- 
tation to the ſetting forth the Prarjes of Ccd in 
the devouteſt Manner; and therefore our Church 
| hath appointed that it ſhould be uſed before the 
ordinary Portion of other Pjalms, at Merniig 


Prayer, * 
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Q. 2. What does this Pſalm contain? 

A. It contains an Exhortation, Fir/?, to praiſe 
God, ſhewing us in what Manner, and for what 
Reaſons we ought to do it. Secondly, To pray 
unto him. Thirdly, To hear God's Word ſpeedi- 
ly and willingly. Per. 1, 5, 6, 7, 8. | 

Q. 3. Why are the Pſalms appointed to be 
read over Monthly? 

A. Becauſe they contain Variety of Devotion, 
agreeable to all Degrees and Conditions of Men; 
inſomuch, that without much Difficulty every 
Man may, either dire&ly or by Way of Accom- 
modation, apply moſt of them to his own Caſe, 

Q. 4. Have you no other Reaſon for this 
Practice? COR 
Al. Yes; that the meaneſt Chriſtians may be 
thoroughly acquainted with them, and be better 
enabled to expreſs their Wants and Neceſſities, 
or their Praiſes and Thankſgivings, in a proper 
and becoming Manner, | 

Q. 5. Why are the P/alms to be ſaid flanding? 
A. That by the Erection of our Bodies, we 
may expreſs the Elevation or lifting up of our 
Souls to God. 

Q. 6. Why is the Gloria Patri uſed at the 
End of every P/alm ? | 

A. To ſignify that the ſame Gd was worſhip- 
ped by the Fews as by us; the ſame God that is 
rlorifed in the P/alms, having been from the 
Beginning Father, Sen and Holy Gheft, as well as 
now, who are equally the Object of Praiſe and 
Adoration. : 


Q. 7. Is the Gloria Patri any Addition to the 


Pſalms? a | 
A. No: *Tis only added as a neceſſary Expe- 


dient to turn the 'Jew!h Pſalms into Chriſtian 


His, and to fit them for the Uſe of the Church 
| now, 
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now, as they were before for the Uſe of the 
Temple and Synagogue. Son | 

. 8 do the Leſſons follow the —_ 9 
A. Our Hearts being raiſed up to God in 
Praiſe and Admiration by the Pſalms, we are in 

a fit Temper and Diſpolition to hear his Word, 
as it is expreſs'd in the Law and the Goſpel. 

Q. 9. Why is one Leſſon taken out of the Old 
Teſtament, the other out of the New? 

A. To ſhow the Harmony and Agreement be- 


tween the Law and the Goſpel ; for the Law is the 


Goſpel foreſhew'd, the Goſpel the Law fulfill'd; 

that which lies in the Old Teſtament as under a 

Shadow, is in the New brought out into the open 

Sun ; Things there prefigured, are here perform'd, 
Q. 10. What is Holy Scripture ? 


A. A perfect Revelation of the Will of God, fo 


far as is neceſlary to our Salvation ; and a com- 
pleat Rule both for our Faith and Manners. 
Q. 11. How is the Old Teffament appointed to 


be read? 


A. The firſt Leſſon is to begin at the Beginning 
of the Year with Geneſis, and fo to continue till all 
the Books of it are read out, in an ordinary 
Courſe, except upon Sundays and Holy-Days; then 
we read ſome ſelect Chapter proper for the Day, 
and ſuch as is judged more edifying to the Con- 
gregation. . | 

Q. 12. Why are ſome Chapters omitted to be 
read in the ordinary Courſe ? 

A. Becauſe they are ſuch as have been read 
already; as the Chronicles, which for the moſt 
Part are the ſame with the K:»gs, or elſe full of 
Genealogies. Beſides, they are not fo properly ſaid 
to be omitted, as to be left to private Conſideration. 

Q. 13. Why is {/azah reſerved to be read a 
little before or in Advent © 


A. Becauſe 


ETD I — 2 
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A. Becauſe he was the moſt Evangelical Pro- 
Phet, and revealed the cleareſt Prophecies of Chriſt; 
therefore it is reſerved to that Seaſon, to prepare 
in us a true Faith in the Myſtery of Chriſt's In- 
carnation and Birth, the Commemoration of 
which at that Time draws nigh, | 

Q. 14. Why are ſome Leſſons taken from the 
Apocrypha ? 

They are appointed to ſupply the remaining 
Part of the Vear, and to be read, not as a Rule of 
Faith, or to eſtabliſh any Doctrine of Chriſtianity, 
but for Example of Life and Inſtruction of Man- 
ners. Art.6. 

Q. 15. Why are they called Apocryphal E 
A. Becauſe it is doubted whether they be true 
' Scripture and divinely inſpired, or they are not 
certainly know to be ſo; for ſo the Word figni- 
fies: Or, becauſe the Fews, to whom were con- 
mitted the Oracles of Grd, never accounted them 
Canonical. 

Q. 16. How is the New Te en appointed 
to be read? . 

A. The whole New Teſtament, 1 in which Chriſ- 
tians are more nearly concern'd, 1s appointed to 
be read through at Morning and Evening Service, 
(except the Book of Revelations) three Times every 
Tear. 

Q. 17. Why is the greateſt Part of the Book 
of the Revelations omitted? 

A. Becauſe it is obſcure, and not to be under- 
ſtood by meaner Capacities. 

Q. 18. What may we learn by hearing the 
New Teſtament * 

A. In the Geſpels, we fee Gods Love to us, 

and the great Things which Feſus did and ſuffer'd 
for. us, whoſe Doctrine is the perfect Rule, and 
whoſe Practice tlie compleat Example of all Piety 
and 


— 
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and Virtue; and God hath ſo plac'd him, that 
we might follow his Steps. 

19. What may we learn from the Epiſtles? 

A. Out of the Epiſtles we may learn the higher 


Myſteries of Faith, and the more peculiar Duties 


of our Religion, and the Privileges and Rewards 
of Chriſtians. 
Q. 20. Why is the Miniſter to Hand while he 


reads the Leſſons? 


7 Os Scripture being the Hord of God, and 


ſo a Declaration of his Will; the Reading of it, 
or making it known to the People, is an Act of 
Authority, and therefore to be read /?anding. 

Q. 21. Why is the Miniſter to turn himſelf to 
the People when he reads the Le//ins ? 

A. Becauſe it is an Office directed to the Con- 
gregation, therefore he is to turn himſelf ſo as 
he may beſt be heard of all ſuch as are preſent. 


Q. 22. How ought we to behave ourſelves while | 


the Leſſons are reading? 


A. While God's Mord is read i in either of the 
Chapters, we ought to receive it, not as the Nord 


of Men; but (as it is in Truth) the IVord of God; 

and therefore to hearken to it with the ſame At- 
tention, Reverence and Faith, as we would have 
done, if we had ſtood by Mount Sinai, when God 
proclaim'd the Law, and by our Saviour's Side, 


when he publiſhed the Goſpel. 1 Theſ. ii. 13. 


23. Why are the Hymns appointed after : 


the Firſt and Second Leſſon © 

A. In Conformity to the antient Church, and 
to praiſe God for the great Benefit we have re- 
ccived from his holy Word, juſt before read 
unto us. 

Q. 24. Why are they to be ſaid fanding ? 

A, Becauſe Faxing is the "wn Poſture of 


Thankſ- 
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Thankſgiving. By it we fitly expreſs the lifting 
up of our Hearts in Joy. Pſalm cxxxiy. 

Q., 25, my are the Hymns to be ſung or ſaid 
by Miniſter and People 


A. For the ſame Reaſon that the P/alms and 


Reſponſes are fo repeated, to encourage Devotion, 
and that by this Variety, the People may be ſe- 
cured from Wearineſs and Diſtraction. 

Q. 26. Are theſe Hymns taken out of Scrip- 
ture ? 

A. All of them, except the two firſt, are directly 
taken out of the Pſalms and New 1 ; and 
theſe, namely, Ve praiſe thee, O God, and the 
Song of the three Children, (which alſo is Part 
of the Apocrypha,) are fuch noble and elegant 
Expreſſions of Praiſe, that they quicken our Af- 


fections, revive our Hopes, awaken our Sloth, and 


confirm our pious Reſolutions. 

Q. 27. Why is not the Gloria Patri added at 
the End of the Te Deum, as well as to the reſt ? 

A. Becauſe che Te Deum is a kind of Creed, 
and contains in itſelf a Sort of Paraphraſe upon 
that Doxology. 

Q. 28. Why is the Creed placed after the Leſſons © 

A. Becauſe the Leſſons are taken out of the 
 Wird of God; and when we have heard God's 

Mord, it is fit we ſhould profeſs our Belief of it. 
thereby ſetting our Seals (as it were) to the Truth 
of it. | 

Q. 29. Why before the Prayers? 

A. Becauſe our Prayers are grounded upon it, 
for we cannot call on him on whom we have not be- 
lieued. And ſince we pray to God for Remiſſion 
of Sins and a joyful Reſurrection, we ought to 
declare that we believe in God the Father, Soi. 


and Holy Ghoft, and that there is Remiſſion oi 


Sins here, and a Reſurrection to Liſe hereafter. 


- Bp 3 
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Q. 30. Why is this Creed called the Apoſtles 
Creed? | 

A. Becauſe it was either compoſed by the 
Apo/tles, or at leaſt in or near the Apoſtles Times, 
and contains a plain and ſhort Summary of thoſe 


neceſſary and fundamental Doctrines, which they 
believed and taught. 


Q. 31. Why is it to be repeated by the whole 


ConTregation ? 


A. That every Perſon preſent may give his 


poſitive and particular Aſſent to the Doctrines 
and Articles contain'd in it, to evidence to the 
Church his ſound Belief. 
. 32. Why landing? 15 

ba Fo dal Og Reſolution to fand up firm- 
ly and ſtoutly in the Defence of it, and fo earne/ly 
t contend for that Faith, as to ſuffer all Perſecu- 
tions, even Martyrdom itſelf, rather than re- 
nounce it. 

Q. 33. Why do we turn towards the Za/?, 
when we repeat it ? 

A. This is not enjoin'd, but it is cuſtomary to 
turn towards the Eajt, that ſo whilſt we are 
making Profeſſion of our Faith in the Bletled 


Trinity, we may look towards that Quarter of the 


Heavens, where God is ſuppoſed to have his pe- 
culiar Reſidence of Glory. 
Q. 34. Why do we bow at the Name of 
teſus ? | | 
A. The mentioning the Name of Feſus, puts 


us in mind of him, to whom we owe all Man- 


ner of Reverence, which we expreſs by Bawing. 
Beſides, St. Paul declares, that at the Name of Fe- 


ſus every Knee ſhould bow; which our Church ap- 
plies to this preſent Acknowledgment of our Sa- 


viour, as well as to the whole World's final Sub- 
miſſion 
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2 to him at the Day of Judgment. Phil. of 
„10. con 
= 4 35. What hath our Church ordered in thi fl fon 

Caſe ? a / 
A. Our Church enjoins in her 18th Cann ( 

That when in Time of divine Service, the Lord in 
eſus ſhall be mentioned, due and lowly Reve-] heli 

rence ſhall be done by all Perſons preſent, as iſh - 

has been accuſtomed. ſuc: 
2 30. What does the Church mean by this Her 
Order? by « 

+. 4M. 2 hat by theſe outward Ceremonies and] Di 

« Ge/lures, Progle may teſtify their 7mward Hu- ¶ tuni. 

„ miity, Chriſtian Reſo lution, and due Acknow- the 

„ ledgment, that the Lord Feſus Chri/t, the trueſ to u 

ce eternal Son of God, is the only Saviour of the] Q 

« World, in whom alone all the ene Graces Cee 

& and Promiſes of God to Mankind, for thih 4 

„Life, and the Life to come; are fully and whol!yſthis 

« compriz'd.” Canon 18. tions 
3 7. Why do we lay Amen, after the rehearl- Chri 

ing of = Creed? unde 


A. To teſtify our ſtedfaſt Belief of it, and out with 


Deſire to live as thoſe that heartily believe it. 


ſometimes repeated ? 


Q. 38. Why is the Creed of St. Athanaſiu ol 


A, 


A. As it contains a more particular Explanationfldeyc 
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of the Myſteries of the Trinity and ſnrcarnation OfMin; 


Chrift, fo it is deſign'd to fence the Catholickthe d 
Faith, againſt the Corruptions and Depravationshem 
or from the Doubtings and Contradictions of He Q. 
reticks. be 701 

Q. Why 1s this Creed appointed upon th . 
great Fe -/tivals of e Eaſter, M hitſunda Pong 


and certain Saints Days? heir 


A. Becauſe Chriſimas, Eaſter, Whitſunday anflen 


Trinity Sunday, are more proper for this Cenfelſiahren 
0! 
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bil. of Faith, being of all others the moſt expreſs 
concerning the Trinity; and it is appointed upon 

this ſome Saints Days, that it may be repeated once 
a Month at the leaſt, | 

non, Q. 40. Are not ſome Sentences in it very ſevere, 

Lord in pronouncing Damnation to ſuch who do not 

eve- believe it? 


as it A. Thoſe Expreſſions are to be underſtood of 


ſuca Perſons, as hold any of thoſe fundamental 


th Hereſies condemned in Scripture, which are called 
by St. Peter damnable Hereſies; and by St. Paul, 
and Doctrines of Devils; of thoſe, who have Oppor- 
Hu- ¶ tunity and Capacity to come at, and underſtand 
ao. the true Faith: And therefore we need not ſcruple 
trueſ to uſe theſe Sentences in divine Service. | 
f the] Q. 41. What is our Duty with regard to this 
races Creed? 5 
thifh 4. That we firmly believe and devoutly uſe 
hollylthis Form, bleſſing God for theſe clear Explica- 
tions of the ſublime Myſteries of the Trinity and 
ear-YChri/Ps Incarnation; in which we muſt ſtrive to 


underſtand as much as we can, and ſupply the reſt 


d outÞwith Silence, Submiſſion and Adoration. 
| Q. 42. What is the Deſign of the Yer/icles 
naſiuſ following the Creed? 5 
A. They are intended to raiſe our Attention and 
aatio Devotion in the following Prayers; for neither 
ion o Miniſter nor People can poſſibly do it aright, without 
holic the divine Grace and Aſſiſtance, therefore each of 
itionsſthem pray for his ſpecial Preſence with the other. 
of He Q. 43. Why does the Miniſter ſay, The Lord 
be with you © 
on th A. When the Miniſter hath heard the whole 
ſundla Congregation rehearſe the Creed, and ſeen by 
heir /tanding up at it, a Teſtimony of their 
ay anAſlent to it, he can now ſalute them as Bre- 
nfeſſubren and Members of the Church, laying, 
0! | The 
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diately replying, 


The Lord be with you; or, The Lord direct and 
aſſiſt you in the Diſcharge of your Duty. 

Q. 44. Why do the People anſwer, And with 
thy Spirit © 

A. Becauſe he is their Repreſentative and 
Mouth to God, they return his Salutation, imme- 
nd with thy Spirit; meaning 
that God would aſſiſt him with his Spirit, while 


he 1s performing ſpiritual Services in their be- 


half. 


Q. 45. What Advantage is there by this double 
Salutation ® | 


A. The Miniſter and People thus praying fot 


one another, is an excellent Expreſſion of the 


Communion of Saints, and as excellent a Motive 
to mutual Charity and Love one of another, 2: 
likewiſe a Conformity to the Apoſtle's Direction, 
who adviſes thoſe, to whom he wrote, to pray 
for him, and the other Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
2 The, iii. 1. Heb. xiii. 18. 

Q. 46, Why are theſe Words, Let us pray, ſo 
often uſed ? „ | 

A. To raiſe our Attention, to call back out 
wandering Thoughts, and to engage our Mind: 
in the great Work we are about. 
Q. 47. Hath not this Expreſſion ſeveral Uſes! 

A. Yes: Sometimes it is uſed by Way of Ii. 
Atruction, teaching us that now we enter upon 
Prayer, which hath been for a while intermitted: 


Let us, who have been employed in praiſing and 


in hearing, paſs on to the Duty of praying. 


Q. 48. Is it not ſometimes uſed by Way 0 
twvitation ? 

A. Yes; calling upon the People to join in 
following Prayers, and not to liſten as in the 
| Leffons. The Miniſter challenges not this Office 
to himſelf, ſaying to the People, Hear me pro 
| | Ut 
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but, Let us pray; Let us all join in this holy Work. 

Q. 49. Is it not ſometimes uſed as an Admo- 
nition © „ 8 | 

A. Yes; to lay aſide all Drowſineſs, Buſineſs, 
Wanderings and Levities out of our Thoughts and 
Demeanour, while we attend this ſolemn Duty ; 
that our AﬀeCtions may go along with every 
Petition, and ſign them all at laſt with a hearty 
Amen. 

Q. 50. Why is Lord have Mercy upon us, 
thrice repeated ? a 


A. Becauſe it is a moſt pathetick Petition of 


Mercy to the Bleſſed Trinity, called by the An- 
tients a ſhort Litany, and is a Preparation to the 
Lord's Prayer. 3 
Q. 51. Why is the Lord's Prayer here uſed 
again? 5 

A. Becauſe it conſecrates and makes Way for 


Yall the reſt; and if we did not put up any Peti- 


tions of it with Fervency enough before, we may 
make amends for it now, by aſking that with a 
doubled Earneſtneſcs. | 1 

Q. 52. What are the following /er/icles ? 

A. They are ſhort Prayers taken out of Scrip- 
ture, anſwering to the ſeveral Cellects which are 
to follow, and are Compendiums of them, or 
rather Prefaces, to introduce them and to bring 
them on in Succeſſion. | | f 

Q. 53. Why is the Miniſten ſometimes to 

and and ſometimes to kneel! ® I 

F. The * being a Man of like Infirmi- 
ties with the reſt of the Congregation, wants Grace 
and Pardon as well as they ; and therefore at al] 
penitential Prayers he is directed to 4nee/. But 
being a Prięſt of the moſt gh God, he ſome- 
times fangs, to ſignify his Office and Authority. 
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Q. 54. Why are our Prayers divided into ſhort 
Collects? . 

A. In Imitation of our Lord himſelf, who com- 
poſed a ſhort Prayer: In conſideration of the 
Weakneſs and Infirmity of our Minds, which are 
liable to Wandering and Diſtraction ; and, that 
our Thoughts by theſe ſmall Intervals may reco- 


ver themſelves, and perform their Devotion with 


greater Fervency and Attention. 

Q. 55. Why are they called Collects? 

A. Becauſe they are generally collected out of 
the Epiſtles and Gofpels ; or becauſe they are put 
up by the Prieſt in behalf of the People, collected 
and gather d into a publick Aſſembly. 

Q. 56. Why do all the Collects end, thrò Je- 


ſus Chrift our Lord, or to that effect? 
A. Becauſe Chriſt hath directed us in all our 


Prayers to make uſe of his Name, and to aſk 
nothing but upon the Account of his Merit and 


Mediation, upon which all our Hopes and Ex- 


pectations do depend: Hhatſcever ye ſhall ask the 
Father in my Name, he will give it you. John xiv. 


: I'J. Xxvi. 23. 5 


Q. 57. Is there any Difference between the 
Morning and Evening Devotion? 
A. With reſpect to. ourfelves there is. In the 


Beginning of the Day, being to diſpatch various 


Affairs, and to converſe with the World, we pray 
for outward Peace, and deſire to be preſerved from 
all the Aſſaults and wicked Deſigns of evil Men. 

Q. 58. What Peace do we pray for in the 
Evening? 

A. In the Evening we pray for inward Tran- 
quillity, aſking that Peace which the World can- 
not give, which ſprings from the Teſtimony of 
a good Conſcience ; that fo our Hearts may be 
eaſy, and our Sleep quiet. 
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Q. 59. Why is the Collect for Grace uſed in 
the Morning © 

A. It is very proper to be uſed in the Begin- 
the Ining of the Day, becauſe it is probable we, are 
then going to be expoſed to various Dangers and 
Temptations. | 

Q. 60. Why do we pray for Aid againſt all 
Perils at Night. 

A. Becauſe being then in Danger of the Ter- 
urs of Darkneſs, we, by this Form commend 
ourſelves into the Hands of that God, who nei- 
ther ſlumbers nor ſleeps, and with whom Darkneſs 

and Light are both alike. 

Q. 61. Why do we pray for the King? 

Je. A. In Obedience to the expreſs Command of 
the Apoſtle, To pray fer Kings and all in Authority, 

that we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life in all 

Grdlineſs and Honeſty : Which can hardly be done, 

if he do not help towards it. I Tm. ii. 2. 

Q. 62. Why do we pray for the Royal Fa- 

the Imily:? 

xiv, | 4. In Conformity to the Practice of the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, who in their Prayers did deſire 

the the Welfare of the Imperial (Royal) Family, as 
ell as the Safety of the Emperor. 

the! Q- 62. Why do we pray for the Clerg BY and 

rious People? 

pra A. Having made our Supplications for our tem- 

from (oral Governors, that under them we may have 

ſen, Þ!! thoſe outward Bleſſings, which will make our 

the Lives comfortable here; we proceed, in the next 


lace, to pray for our ſpiritual Guides, that with 


+an- em we may receive all thoſe Graces and in- 
can- Frard Bleflings, which will make our Souls hap- 
iy of N hereafter. 


Q. 64. Why is the Prayer of St. Chry/oſtom 
iaced at the Concluſion of our Service? 


59. 2 A. Becauſe 


. —— 
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A. Becauſe our ſeveral Petitions, which hape 
been offer'd up in ſeparate Collects, are now ſum'd 
up and re-inforc'd in that Prayer; and we n«fiff - 
only renew our Requeſts that God would grant], 
them, but alſo ſtir up our Hearts to hope he will, B[ : 

Q. 65. How does it anſwer this End? 

A. Becauſe in it we addreſs ourſelves to the 
ſecond Perſon in the gracious Trinity, our Bleſſed 
Saviour, relying on his glorious Promiſe, That whe 
two or three are gathered together, he would be then, 
in the midſt of them, and grant their Requeſts; 
yet reſigning ourſelves to his Wiſdom, to fulkilf 
them as may be moſt expedient for us. Mat. ( 
XXVIII. 20. | 

Q. 66. Why is the Morning and Evening Ser. 
vice concluded with a Bleſſing? | 

A. Becauſe it was the Cuſtom in the Jew 
and Chri/tian Church, to diſmiſs the Congregation 
from religious Aſſemblies with a final Blefling. 

Q. 67. Why are the People to receive it upon 
their Knees ® | 

A. Becauſe it is indited by the Holy Ghoſt, and 


will undoubtedly convey the Beings contain'd in to 
it, if we receive it as the Word of God, that 
blefleth us from Heaven by the Mouth of hi ſu 
Miniſter, and embrace it with a hearty Amen. 2 
Q. 68. What Bleſſings are contained in it? 

A. All the Bleſſings that can make us happiſh 
here and glorious hereafter, the Grace of ouſſ to 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Love of God, and the Fellouyy anc 
ſhip, or Communion of the Holy Ghoſt; and thaff ſol, 


theſe may be with us all for ever more. 
0. i þ Is any Thing to be done after th 
Bleſjing < | 
A. It is expedient ſtill to continue ſome Timy ing 
upon our Knees, humbly beſeeching Almighty Gal by 
to pardon what he hath ſeen amiſs in us, ſince wi died 
cam: 
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avelll came into his Preſence, and that he would be 
m'a graciouſly pleaſed to hear the Prayers, and accept 
note the Praiſes which we have offer'd up unto him, 
rant chro' the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, our only Mediator 
vill, BY and Advocate, 


the X | — 


effi 5 
when EAERCGTIS EE AL 
thert | | 
ieſts Litany. Firſt Part. 
fulhlÞ | 
Hatt Q. n mean by Litany? 

| A. Our Church calls it in the 
„Ser- Rubrick a general Supplication, and it implies an 
: humble and earneſt Prayer to God. : | 
{ ewiſ Q. 2. Why is it called a general Supplication ? 
yation A. Becauſe it comprehends the three Kinds of 
ng. Petition ſumm'd up by the Apeſile; as, Deprecation, 


t upon} or Petition againſt Evil; Prayer, or Petition for Good, 
and Interceſſion or Petition tor others. 1 Tim ii. I. 
7, and Q. 3. Upon what Days is the Litany appointed 
in'd in to be ſaid ? | 
„ thallll A. Upon Sundays, Ii ednaſdays and Fridays, and 
of hi} ſuch other Days as ſhall be commanded by the 
en. Ordinary. 


it? Q. 4. Why upon Sundays? 


| happſſh A. Becauſe there is then the greateſt Aſſembly 


of our to join in ſo important and moving Supplication, 
elan and becauſe no Day ſhould ſeem to have a more 
nd that folemn Office than the Lord's Day. 
Q. 5. Why upon JPedneſdays and Fridays? 
fter thi} A. Becauſe theſe were antient Days of Faſting 
In the primitive Church, the Death of Chri/? be- 
ie Tim ing deſigned on the J/eaneſday, when he was fold 


rhty Gol by Judas, and accompliſh'd on Friday, when he 


ince vi died upon the Croſs. - 's 
came . G 9 Q. 6. 
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Q. 6. What is the Order of our Church when 
the Litany is to be read? 1 
A. Our Church orders, That whenever the Li- v 
tany is read, Every Houſholder dwelling with- Þ q 
„ in half a Mile of the Church, is to come or 
* ſend one at the leaſt of his Houſhold, fit to tl 
de join with the Minifter in Prayers.” Canon 15. 
Q. 7. Why are the firſt four Verſes in the at 
Litany to be repeated by the whole Congregation? ] ir 
A. That every one may crave to be heard tr 
in his own Words, and that their Devotion may fe 
be inflam'd and exerciſed, as well as the Prie/t's. u 
Q. 8. What does the Litany contain? 13 
A. It contains an exact and excellent Enume- 
ration of all the Chriſtian's (either publick or pri- N re 
vate) Wants, and is a moſt blameleſs and bene- 
ficial Form, to raiſe and preſerve our Devotion m 
thro' the whole Office. of 
Q. 9: What ſhould this teach us ? ar 
A. To have a particular Regard to this Part of v 
our Divine Service, and not filently, but with | 
an audible Voice to perform our Parts in it, that | tic 
ſo our Fervency may be more viſible, and the 
People made more familiar with it. Vi 
Q. 10. How does the Litany begin? ha 
A. It begins with an Addreſs to each Perſon I bu 
in the Glorious Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, ¶ ea. 
ſeparately, and then to them all together, for I 
Mercy. | | 
oF; 1. What does this teach us? 900 
A. By the ſeparate Invocation we are taught to 
acknowledge every Perſon by himſelf to be God and ane 
Lord; and by the joint Invocation, to acknow- ane 
ledge alſo, that there are not three Gods and three joii 
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Lords, but one God and one Lord, an. 
Qi. 12. Why is the Litany broke into ſo many 
ſhort Ejaculations? | | 


A. That 
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A. That the Intention and Devotion, which is 


moſt neceſſary in Prayer, may not be dull and 


vaniſh, as it is apt to do in a long Prayer, but be 
quickened by ſo many new and lively Petitions, 

Q. 13 Does this Spirit of Devotion run thro? 
the whole Litany? 

A. Yes; and towards the End it is the ſhorter 
and livelier, ſtrengthening our Devotion, by raiſ- 
ing in us Apprehenſions of our Miſery and Diſ- 
treſs, ready as it were to ſink and periſh, and there- 
fore crying out, as the Diſciples did, Lord ſave us, 


| we periſh: O Chriſt hear us, Lord have Mercy upon 


us, &c. Mat. viii. 25, 

Q. 14. Why do we pray that God would not 
remember the Offences of our Forefathers ? 

A. When God puniſheth Sins, he is ſaid to re- 
member them; and we know there is a vaſt Heap 
of our own and our Fathers Sins unpuniſhed, 
and God may juſtly chaſtiſe us for them, when 
we make them ours by Imitation, 

Q. 15. What do we deſire then in that Peti- 
tion? 1 0 | 
A. That God would not remember or take 
Vengeance of us for them, eſpecially ſince he 
hath redeem'd us with his moſt precious Blood ; 
but if we cannot prevail to be wholly ſpared, we 


earneſtly implore that his Anger may not continue 
for ever. | 


Q. 16. Why do the People anſwer, Spare us 
go Lord? | 

A, To ſhew the deep Senſe of their Guilt, 
and the Apprehenſion of their Diſtreſs and Miſery ; 
and therefore they with Fervency and Unanimity 
join in the ſame Petition for Mercy and Forbear- 
ance. EY 


Q. 17. How does the Litany g0 on? 


A. It goes on to Deprecations, or Prayers for 


Delive- 


— 
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Deliverance from the Evils of Sin and Puniſh- 
ment. | | 
2. 18. What do we mean by Evil and Miſchief ? 

4. Theſe two general Words ſignify WWicked- 
»eſs and Miſery; and as the firſt is cauſed by the 
Crafts and Aſſaults of the Devil, ſo the ſecond 
is brought upon us by the juſt Vrath of God 
here, and compleated by everlaſting Damnation 
hereafter, 

Q. 19. What do you mean by, God Lord de- 
liber us? | | 

A. "Theſe Words have a Reſpect to what went 
before, ſo that the Prayer is to be underſtood thus; 
Good Lord, deliver us from all Evil and Miſchief, 


rom Sin, &C. 


Q. 20. Why is Good Lord deliver us put in the 


laſt Place ? fm 

A. That the People who are to repeat it might not 
ſeem to beg Deliverance from they knew not 
what; but after they had mentally utter'd the ſe- 
veral Particulars together with the Miniſter, they 
might in this ſummary Manner vocally beg De- 
liverance from them all. 

Q. 21. Is it not Tautology or vain Repetition to 
ſay theſe Words ſo often? 

A, No, becauſe they are every 'Time applied 
to diſtinct Matter, and conſequently make a 
diſtin& Prayer; ſo that it is no more a Tautolegy 
or vain Repetition, than if any Man ſhould, as 
he certainly muſt, frequently 4 in any other 
Prayer, ſuch Words as theſe, Grant O Lord; 
Ile beſeech thee, O Lord; and the like. : 

Q. 22. What follows next in the Deprecations* 

A. After we haye prayed againſt Sin and Miſery 
ingeneral, we deſcend to the Particulars, reckoning 
divers Kinds of the molt notorious Sins, ſome 0 
5 war 
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which have their Seat in the Heart or Mind, and 
others in the Body. 

Q. 23. Why do we mention thoſe of the 
Heart firſt? 1 

A. Becauſe all Sins begin in the Heart, and 
there we recount thoſe Sins concerning our- 
ſelves, and thoſe concerning our Neighbours. 

Q. 24. Which are thoſe concerning eee? 

A. All Blindneſs of Heart, which we plac: 
Arſt as the Cauſe of all the reſt; then Pride, 
Vain-glory and Hypocriſy, which are united togr- 
ther, as Vices,, which generally accompany one 
another ? | 

Q. 25. Which are thoſe concerning our Neg. 
bour ? 

A. Envy, Hatred and Malice, and all Uncha- 
ritableneſs ; in which Words are comprehended 
all thoſe Sins which we do or can commit againit 
our Neighbour in our Hearts. 


Q. 26. Why do we place Fornicatien firft a- 


mong the Sins of the Body ? 

A. Becauſe St. Paul reckons it firſt among the 
Works of the Fleſh, Gal. v. 19. 

Q. 27. What is meant by Fornication © 

A. Fornication is not to be reſtrain'd to the De- 
filing of ſingle Perſons; but comprehends under 
it all Acts of Uncleanneſs whaticever. 

Q. 28. Why do we ſay, And all other deadly 
Sins © DE | 

A. Becauſe, tho” this be a dy Sin, yet it is not 
the only one ; and therefore we pray to be deli- 
ver'd from all other deadly Sins; by which we 
mean not ſuch as are deadly by Way of Diſtinction, 
or as they ſtand in Oppoſition to venial Sins, but 
ſuch as are moſt heinous and crying above others; 


Q. 29. Is any Sin venial or pardonable in its 
own Nature ? | - 
G 3 A, No; 
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A. No; for every Sin deſerves Damnation; yet 
with St. John we affirm, as to the Event, there is 
a Sin unto Death, and a Sin not unto Death; and 
it is from theſe open and grievous Sins of Pre- 
ſumption, which are inconſiſtent with the Goſpel 
Clemency, which keep Men from Repentance, 
and render them obnoxious to eternal Damnation, 
that we pray to be deliver'd. 1 John v. r6, 17. 

30. What do the Deceits of the World, the 
Heſb and the Devil comprehend ? 

A. All other Kinds of Sin, which we are apt 
to fall into thro? the Deceit of our three great Ene- 
mies, which we renounced in Baptiſin, the World, 
the Fleſb and the Devil. 

Q. 31. What do we pray againſt in that Pe- 
tition, From Lightning and Tempeſt, & ? 

A. That God would prevent or remove the 
Effects of thoſe Judgments, by which he often 
ſcourges thoſe that offend - him, and chaſtiſes 
whole Nations either by his own Hand, as in 
Lightning and Tempeſt, Plague, Peſtilence and Fa- 
mine; or by the Hands of Men, as in Battle and 

Murder. | | 
Qi. 32. What do you mean by ſudden Death? 

A. Either an untimely Death hefore the Term 
which Nature allots, as by Stabbing, Burning, 
Drowning, or the like; or elſe perhaps more pro- 
perly it ſignifies the Dying in a Moment of Time, 
without any Warning. 

Q. 33. Why do we pray againſt this Kind of 
Death? ! | 

A. Partly, becauſe it gives no Time to ſettle 
our worldly Affairs; but principally, becauſe it 
deprives us of the Opportunity of making a ſuit- 
able Preparation for our great Change. 

Q. 34. Are theſe ſufficient Reaſons to pray 

againſt 
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againſt it, ſince every Man is uncertain of the 


Time and Manner of his Death ? 

A. Whoever conſiders the Frailty and Infir- 
mity of human Nature, and the many Tempta- 
tions and Sins, to which he 1s expoſed, will fear 
that a ſudden Death may find him in ſome Rc- 
ſpects unprepared ; and therefore Prudence as well 
as Humility will teach him to pray againſt it, 

Q. 35. Have you any Authority for this in 


Scripture © 


A. Holy David prayed, O ſpare me a little, before 


Igo hence, and be no more ſeen; and I preſume the 
beſt of Men, in their very beſt Frame of Mind, 
would wiſh to know ſome Minutes, at leaſt, be- 
fore they are to give their laſt and great Ac- 
count. Pſal. xxxix. 15. | 

Q. 36. What is comprehended in the next 
Petition, From all Sedition, &c ? 


A. We pray againſt the Cauſes of thoſe ſad 


Effects, which ſuch Evils may bring upon the 
Church and State. 


Q, 37. Why were Rebellion and Schif added 


after the happy Reſtoration of King Charles the 


Second? | 

A. Becauſe Rebellion and Schiſm murdered one 
of the beſt of Kings, deſtroyed one of the beſt of 
Churches, ruin'd Thouſands of the beſt of Subjeds ; 


and therefore we pray that the like Subverſion of 


Church and State, may never happen to us for 
the future, | | 
Q. 38. Why do we pray againſt Hardneſs of 
Heart, &c ? N | 
A. Becauſe Hardneſs of Heart and Contempt of 
God's Ford and Commandments, provoke God to 
withdraw his Grace, and give us up to a rebroba!e 
Mind, the uſual Prologue to Deſtruction and 
VVV 
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Damnation; from which deplorable Condition, 


Cod Lord deliver us. 
Q 39. Have you any Inſtance of this in Scrip- 


jure? 

A. Ves; thus it was with Pbaruab and the 
Sons of Eli; and St. Paul tells us of ſome, who af- 
ter their Hardneſs and impenitent Heart, treaſured 
up for themſelves Ilrath again/t the Day of Mratb, 
and the Revelation of the 5 Judgment of Ged. 
Exod. vii. 1 Sam. ii. 25. Rom. il. 5. 

Q. 40. By what means do we pray to be de- 
hvered ? 


A. By all the glorious Things which our Sa- 


viour did, ſuffer'd and obtain'd for us, from the 


Myitery of his hely Incarnation to his glorious A 
cenſcon, and ſending the Holy Ghoft. 
Q. 41 What do you mean here by the Croſs ? 
A. Not the Hed, but the Torments our Bleſſed 


| Saviour ſuffer'd thereon ; and the Croſs compre- 


hends all the Sorrows and Agonies of his Paſſion, 


the Pains of his Body, and the Anguiſh of his 


Mind. And thus the Word Creſs is frequently 
uſed in holy Scripture. Heb, xii. 2. Eph. ii. 16. 
Gal i. 20 


Q. 42. Have you any Authority from Seri iþ- 


ture tor this Way of Praying !? 

A. Yes; St. Paul moſt earneftly intreats thoſe 
to whom he writes, by the Mercies of God --- 
by the Meekneſs and Gentleneſs of Chriſt --- by the 
Coming of our Lord 770% Chriſt, and by our Ga- 
thering LT unto Rom, Xii. I. 2 Cor. x. 
T. 2 The. ii. 1. 

243. Thele Inſtances relate to Men. Have 


you any Inſtance when God is petition'd in this 


Manner ? 
A. Yes; it is as often uſed in Prayers to God, 


as in Petitions to Men: For thus the Servants 
0 


Litany. Firſt Part. 129 


of God uſe to engage him in their greateſt Need, 
by all his Grdneſs and his Loving-kindneſs, by his 
Mercy and Truth, by his Promuſes to Abraham, 
Iſaac and Jacob, for his Name's Sake and for 
Feſus Chriſt's Sake, Iſa. Ixiii. 7. Exod. xxxii. 13. 

Q. 44. When is the proper Seaſon to pray for 
Deliverance? 

A. That is expreſs'd in the next Petition, I. 
all Time £4 aur Tribulation, in all Time 5 our Wealth, 
in the Hur of Death, and in the Day of Fudg-- 
ment. 

Q. 45. Why do we pray to be delivered in: 
Time of Tribulation ? 


A. Becauſe that is a Time of Adverſity, when 


we are uſually tempted to Murmuring, Impatience 
and Deſpair ; and therefore then we more parti- 
cularly want . the divine Help and Aſſiſtance to 


ſupport us under it. 
Q. 46. Why in the Time of Halth? 


A. Becauſe that is no leſs dangerous than tlie 


Time of Adverſity; all Kinds of Proſperity, eſpe- 
cially Plenty and Abundance, being very apt to 
increaſe our Pride, inflame our Luſts, multiply 
our Sins, and to make us forget Cd and grow 
careleſs of our Souls. | 

Q. 47. Why in the Hour of Death 

A. Becauſe then the Devil is always moſt ac- 
tive, and we {by Reaton of our Pains and Fears, ) 
leaſt. able to refitt him. 

Q. 48. Why in the Day of Zudement © 

A. Becauſe that is the laſt Time a Man is 
capable of Deliverance ; tince, if we be not then 
deliver'd, we arc left to periſh eternally. 

Q. 49. What may we learn from hence ? 

A, That we ought fervently to pray tor our- 
ſelves all our Life long, as St. Paul prayed for 
Uneſiphorus, that ihe Lord ww grant unts us, thai 
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we may find Mercy of the Lord in that Day, 
2 Tim. i. 18. 

Q. 50. Have we any Authority for the next 
Part of the Litany called Interceſſiun? | 

A. Yes; it is God's poſitive Command by St. 
Paul to make Interceſſiun for all Men, and Chriſ- 
tian Charity obliges us to deſire Bleſſings for 
all Sorts of Men. 1 Tim. 2. 1. 

Q. 51. Of what do the Interceſſions conſiſt ? 

A. Of Prayers for the univerſal Church, for 
the King, the Royal Family, the Clergy, with all 
that are in Authority in Church and State; and 
then for all Orders and Degrees of Men amongſt 
us. ”— 
Q. 52. What do we pray for in thoſe Peti- 
tions for the King? 

A. That the King, in the firſt Place, may be 
ſincerely pious, preſerving the true Faith and 
worſhipping God in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs of 
Life; and Secondly, that God would keep and 
defend him from thoſe who diſturb his Govern- 
ment, and obſtruct his pious Deſigns and Endea- 
cours for the Good of his People. 

Q. 52. Why is the Prayer for the Clergy plac- 
ed next to that for the Royal Family? l 

A. The Jes and Gentiles always reckoned 
their ChieEPrigſts to be next in Dignity to the 
King, and all ancient Litumies pray for the Cler- 
gy immediately aſter the Royal Family, as being 
the moſt conliderable Members of the Chriſtian 
Church, diſtinguiſhed here into thoſe three Apoſ- 
tolical Orders, of Biſbops, Priefts and Deacons. 

Q. 54. Why do we pray that God would bleſs 
and keep all his Pecple? 

A. After we have prayed for Neb:lity, Gentry, 
Magiſtrates, and all that are in Authority, we pray 
for all the Commons of the Land, becauſe 2 

| I they 
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they be fafe and happy, the Governours themſelves 


cannot be proſperous. 

Q. 55. Why do we pray that all Nations may 
have Unity, Peace and Concord, which is never to 
be expected ? | | 

A. Becauſe it is very probable that a Time will 
come, when all Nations ſhall enjoy that Bleſſing; 
beſides, it is God's Command, and conſequently 


his Will and Detire, that the World ſhould prac- 


ciſe an univerſal Love; and therefore we ought 


to pray for it, that his Will may be done in Earth 


as it is in Heaven, | 

Q. 56. Why do we pray for all Travellers, 
TR labouring with Child, Priſoners and Cap- 
tives | 

A. The Church in this Inſtance ſhews her great 
and extenſive Charity to all thoſe who cannot at- 
tend the publick Service, and who, by Reaſon of 
their Danger, Neceſſity and Tribulation, ſtand in 
extraordinary Need of the divine Grace and Suc- 
cour. 


clude Thieves and Pirates? 3 

A. No; for he is properly a Traveller, who goes 
about his lawful and ordinary Occaſions and Calling; 
and 1t 1s evident that no other are here meant, 
but 7/7 and henef? Men. 

Q. 58. Why do we pray for our Enemies, Per. 


ſecutors and Slanderers 2 


A. In Obedience to our Bleſſed Saviour, who 
expreſly commands us to lode our Enemies, to bleſs 
[tom that curſo us, to do good to them that hate us, 
and to pray for them that deſpitefully uſe us, and 
perſecute 1s, Mat. v. 44. =. 

Q. 59. What does the laſt Petitien contain? 

A, An earneſt Defire for all Things neceſſary 
to our Souls, in order to bring them to eterna! 

Hap- 


Q. 57. Does not this Petition for Travellers in- 
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Happineſs, namely, true Repentance, Forgivene(; of- 
all our Sins, &c. and Amendment of Life. : 
Q. 60. Is this a proper Concluſion of the pre- 
ceding Interceſſious? | 
A, Yes; becauſe we know, that if we do not 


amend our lives, all theſe Intercefſios will ſignify 


nothing, becauſe God will not hear impenitent Sin- 
ners, We therefore earneſtly beg Repentance and 
Amendment of Life, that ſo all our preceding Re- 
queſts may not miſcarry. | 

Q. 61. Why do we addreſs ourſclves to our 


Mediator, Son of God, Lamb of Gd! 


A. That he may recommend us and our Prayers 
to the Throne of Grace, beſeeching him to ac- 
cept of our Petitions, and to pardon our Sins. 

Q. 62. How are theſe fitted for that Purpoſe ? 

A. "I herein we beſeech him by his Divinity as 
he is the Son of God, and by his Humanity and 
Sufferings as he is the Lamb of God, to hear and 


help us, and as our anointed Mediator to procure - 


a Tracious Anſwer to what we aſk. 


Q. 63. Why are theſe Verſicles added, Lord have 


AZercy upon us, &c? > 
A. That our Concluſion may be ſuitable to our 


Beginning, we cloſe up all with an Addreſs to the 


whole Trinity, for that Mercy we have been beg- 
ging in ſo many Particulars, 

Q. 64. What does Mercy imply? 

A. The Word Mer:y comprehends all that we 


| Have been aſking and praying for, and therefore | 
theſe three Sentences are the Epitome of the whole 


Litany; and conſidering how often and how many 
Ways we need Mercy, we can never delire it 
too often. | | e 


Q. 65. Is this repeated Invocation more pre- 


valling at the Throne of Grace ? | 
A. Yes, undoubtedly ; for this united Cry * 


ure? 
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the Congregation muſt needs be more forcible and 


prevailing, than the Prayer of any ſingle Perſon; 
it comes up to God like the Cry of the Hraelites, 


when God heard their Groaning, looked upon them, 
and had Reſpect unto them. Exod. ii. 24, 25. 


* 


EXERCISE n 


Litany. Second Part. 


* OU have already given an Account 

of the former Parts of the Litany. 
When was this laſt Part called Supplications firſt 
collected and put into this Form? 

A. When the barbarous Nations firſt began to 
over- run the Empire about 600 Years after Chriſt. 

2. Why is it ſtill continued ? 

A. Confidering the Troubles of the Church 
Militant, and the many Enemies it always hath 
in this World, this Part of the Z:tany is no leſs 
ſuitable than the former at all Times whatſoever. 

Q. 3. Why does it begin with the Lord's 
Frans © -- | 

A. To ſhew the high Eſteem that pious Anti- 
quity had of it, and their mean Opinion of their 
own Compoſures, which receive Lite and Value 


from this divine Form. 


Q. 4. Whatis the Meaning of the next Words, 


O Lord, deal not with us ner our Sins, &c? 

A. Our Conſciences ſuggeſting to us, that our 
Iniquities deſerve much greater Troubles than Gd 
hath inflicted, we here apply to his Mercy, to 
proportion his Chaſtiſements according to our Abi- 
hty of bearing them, and not according to the 
Deſert of our Offences. 

5. Have we any Authority for this in Scrip- 
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A. Yes; the P/almift faith, He hath not dealt 


with us after our Sins, nor rewarded us according 
to our Iniquities. From which Words theſe Peti- 


tions are manifeſtly taken. Pſal. ciii. 10. 


Q. 6. Why are tlieſe Words, Let us pray, here 
repeated ? 
A. That the People may not think their Duty 
at an End, as ſoon as the Reſponſes or Anſwers 
are over; but may be admoniſhed, in their Heart, 
ſtill to join with the Prieſt in the following Service. 
How are the Congregation to receive 


A. They are to receive them as a pious Adms- 
nition to a greater Vehemency and Devotion, and 


inſtantly to ſtir up their Spirits, and exert them 


with the greater Vigour and Earneſtneſs. 
8. Why is not the Prayer againſt Perſecu- 
6 Amen? os / 

A. To ſhew that the ſame Requeſt is continued 
in another Form, and what the Prie/? begg'd be- 
fore alone, all the People join to aſk in the fol- 
3 alternate Supplications, 

. What is the Deſign of that divine Sen- 
tence. 2 God, we have heard with our Ears, &c? 
Iu Sentence is taken from the 44th Pſalm, 
and is deſigned to quicken our Faith, by com- 
memorating the great Troubles, Adverſities and 
Perſecutions which God hath deliver'd his Church 
from in all Ages; and fince he is the ſame Lord, 
and we have the ſame Occaſion, this is laid down 
as a Ground of our Hope. 

Q. 10. What Reaſon have we of this Church 
and Nation to ute that Exprefiion ? 

A. Becauſe we have heard with or Ears and 
our Fathers hade declared unto us, how God hath 
reſcued it at firſt from Popery, and hath preferv'd 
it ever ſince from Fad and Super/tition, from. 

many. 
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many ſecret Seditions and open Rebellions; which 
fully aſſure us that his Arm is not ſhortened, 
11. Is not the twice repeating that Petition, 


O Lord ariſe, help us, &c. a vain Repetition! 


A. No; but a Te/timony that we did wiſely 
and well to aſk of that God (who hath done ſo 
great Things for his People in all Ages) now to 
ariſe and help us, that fo the Honour he hath got- 
ten by the Wonders of his Mercy, may be re- 


newed and confirm'd by this new Act of his Power 


and Goodneſs. ea \ 
Q. 12. Why is the Doxolagy placed here? 
A. In Imitation of holy David, who would 


very often in the midſt of his Complaints, out of 


a firm Perſuaſion, that God would hear him, ſud- 


_ denly break out into an Act of Praiſe. Pſal vi. 


8, xxl. 22, 1 

Q. 13. Why is it here to be ſaid kneeling ? 

A. Becauſe it is here uſed as a Matter of humble 

Supplication, that all our Deliverances may re- 
dound to the Glory of God the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt; and not as a meer Form of Praiſe, 
as it is in other Parts of the Liturgy. 
Q. 14. What is the Reaſon of the following 
Reſponſes ? | | 

A. Becauſe it is probable our Afictions may 


continue for a while, to try our Patience and ex- 
erciſe our Graces ; therefore we pray for Support 


under them, and beg of Chriſt to defend us from 


our Enemies, --- to look graciouſly upon our Afﬀic- 
tions- prtifully to behold the Serravs of our Hearts-- 
and mercifully to forgive our Sims, which* are the 


Cauſe of them. | 


Q. 15. Why do we call upon Chri/# as the 

Son 4 David? 8 8 
J. This Expreſſion puts us in Mind of our 
Saviur” s Humanity, who being the Sen of God, be- 
Came 
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came the Son of Man, took upon him our Infir- 
mities, and ſo knows how to compaſſionate our 
Sorrows; therefore in our Neceſſities, we call upon 
him, O Son £ David, have Mercy upon us. 

Q. 16. Why do we ſo often repeat our Peti- 
tions to Chri/? ? | 


A. Becauſe the hearing our Prayers in Time 


of Diſtreſs, is a deſirable Mercy, therefore with, 


Fervency we redouble our Cries, and beg of him 
as our anointed Lord and Savio, that he would 
vouc hſafe to hear us now, and whenever we apply 
ourſelves to him. 

Q. 17. What do we mean by the laſt Syppl:- 
cation © | | : | 

A. We conclude our Supp/ications with the 
Words of David, to ſhew that our only Hope is 


in the Lord, and that we rely upon no other Helper 


but him. Pſal. xxxiii. 21. 


Q. 18. What is the Meaning of, Let us pray, 


in this Place? | | 
A. Tt here ſerves for a Mark of Tranſition from 
one Kind of Praying to another, and ſignifies, 


Let us change, and collect our alternate Supplications 


into Collects; Let us, who have prayed Litany- 
wiſe, now pray Cyllef-wife. | 

Q. 19. What is the Deſign of that Prayer, 
We humbly beſeech thee, O Father, &c? 

A. The whole Congregation havingaddreſs'd the 
Son, the Prieſt now calls upon us to make our Ap- 
plication to the Father, to turn from us, or to 
ſanctify all our Troubles and Adverſities. 

Q. 26. Since the various Miſeries of Mankind 
are ſo exactly enumerated in the Litam, What 
Uſe is there fr the Occaſional Prayers in general? 
HA. Our Miſeries are but barely mention'd in 
the Litany, and. at ſome Times, ſome particular 
Evils lie ſo heavy-upon us, and ſome great Mercies 
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are ſo neceſſary for us, that it is very requiſite we 


ſhould have ſolemn Forms upon ſuch Occaſions, as 


may more fully ſuit all our Neceſſities. 


Q. 21. What particular Collects hath the Church 


provided upon ſuch Occafions ? 

A. T hoſe for Rain and fair Weather; in Drought 
and Famine, War and Tumult, Plague or Sickneſs ; 
with Thank/gruings to God for our Deliverance 
from thoſe Miſeries and Calamities. | 

Q. 22. Why do we pray for the High Court of 


Parliament © 


A. Becauſe during their Scſſian they have great 
and important Afﬀairsunder their Debate, and hap- 
py Opportunities of advancing the Gloxy of God, 
the Good of Religion, and the Safety, Honour and 
IW-elfare of our Sovereign and his Kingdoms; there- 
fore we pray that all their Conſulta tions may tend 
to this pious End, that Peace and Happineſs, Truth 
and Fuſtice, Religion and Piety, may be eſtabliſhed 
among jt 1 all Generations. _ 

Q. 23. Why is the Prayer for all Conditions of 
Men, to be read, when the Litany is not? 

A. Becauſe we are expreſly commanded to pray 
for all Men, and therefore after our Prayers for 
the King, the Royal Family, the Clergy, and the 
occaſional Collects, we put up this for all Conditions 
of Men, in order to make our ordinary Service 


more univerſal and compleat. 1 Tim. ii. 1. 


Q. 24. Why is that Clauſe for the Sic“, added 


here? | 

A. Becauſe as the Collect it ſelf, is a Prayer for 
all Sorts and Conditions of Men, therefore this par- 
ticular Clauſe is inſerted, for thoſe who deſire the 


Church's Prayers, that ſo ſick or afflicted Perſons 


may not, for Want of 'em, periſh like Aſa, of 


whom it is recorded for our Admonition, that in his 


Diſeaſe he ſought not to the Lord, but to the Phy- 
ſician. 2 Chron, xvi. 22. Q. 25. 
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Q. 25. Why is the Collect for Pardon here uſed? 
A. It is appointed to be uſed after any of the 
former Collects, to obtain Pardon for Sin, which, 
till it be removed, will be moſt certainly a Hin- 
drance to the Acceptance of all our other Prayers. 

Q. 26. Why does the daily Service end with 
Thankſorving ? ok 

A. Conſidering the great and daily Bleſſings and 


Mercies we receive from God, and that he expects 


no other Return for them, than our Obedience, 
Love and Gratitude; it is our ju/? and bounden 
Duty to make theſe Acknowledgments, and to 
fhew forth his Praiſe, not only with our Lips, but 
in our Lives. | 

Q. 27. Why is the ſecond Service to be read at 
the Communion- Table? 

A. The Church thereby viſibly puts us in mind 
of what ſhe earneſtly deſires and labours after, 
our more frequent Acceſs to and Participation of 
the Holy Sacrament. „„ 

Q. 28. Why does the Prięſt ſtand on the North 
Side of the Table? 

A. That he may be the better ſeen and heard, 
which, as our Altars are now placed, he cannot be 
but on the North or South ſide; and therefore the 
Nerth-/ide, being the Right-hand, or upper Side 
of the Altar, is certainly moſt proper for the of- 
ficiating Miniſter. 

Q. 29. Why is the Communion- Table ſometimes 
called a Table, ſometimes an Altar? 

A. It is called an Altar, becauſe on it we offer 
to God, the powerful Symbols and Repreſentations 
of his Son's Body and Blood. And it may be 
called the Lord's Table, becauſe we there feed or 
feaſt upon that, which is in Power and Effect 


our Lord's Body and Blood. ö 


Q. 30. Why does this Service begin with the 
Lord's Prayer? N i 200 


ſed? 
the 
ich, 
Tin- 
ers. 
vith 


and 
Dects 
nce, 
nden 
1d to 
but 


ad at 


mind 
ter, 
n of 


North 


eard, 
ot be 
re the 

Side 
1e of- 


times 


| offer 
ations 
ay be 


ed or 


Effect 


ith the 
Thi 


and that we may 


— ———— — 
. — — — — 


Litany. Second Part. 139 


A. This Holy Sacrament and this divine Prayer 
had one and the ſame Author, and therefore the 
Lord's Prayer is the moſt proper Introduction to 
the Lord's Supper, and very ſuitable to that great 
Myftery. 

31. Why is the Prayer for Purity or Sanc- 
tifcation added? 

A. Becauſe without Purity of Heart, or in the 
Pſalmiſt's Phraſe, waſhing our Hands in Innocency, 
it is high Preſumption to go to God's Altar. 
Pſal. xxvi. 6. 

Q. 32. Is not this Prayer a Preparative like- 


wiſe for the following Recital of the Command- 


ments? 


A. Ves, undoubtedly; for as the People were by 
God's Order ſanctiſied before the firſt Publication 
of them, ſo ought we to have pure Hearts, before 
we be fit to hear them rehearſed. Exod. xix. 14. 

Q. 33. Why does the Pr:2/t turn to the People, 

and rehearſe the Commandments landing? 
A. He turns to the People for the better Con- 
—_— of being heard, and repeats them Hand- 
ing, to ſhew his Authority as being in Moſes's Place 
or rather of God himſelf, who is now ſpeaking to 
the People by the Mouth of his Miniſter. 

Q. 34. Why do the People kneel all the while 


and beg Mercy ? 


A. Becauſe they have offended againſt all the 


Commandments, therefore they kneel down as Cri- 


minals ought to do, and earneſtly beſeech Pardon; 
never commit the like again, 
we pray that the Lord would incline our Hearts to 
keep theſe Laws, and ſo the Law may be a Means 

of our Repentance and Reformation. 
Q. 35. Why are the Commandments rehearſed 

in this Office? 

A. Becauſe, as we ſolemnly vowed to keep them 
at 
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at our Baptiſm, fo we are now to renew that 
Vow at the Communion. 

Q. 36. Have you any other Reafon? _ 

A. Yes, that we may thereby difcover wherein 
we have offended Cod, being obliged to confeſs our 
vins to him before we receive the Sacrament of 
Pardon. | 2 | 

Q. 37. Why does the Prayer for the King fol- 
low the Commandments ? 

A. Becauſe he is the Guardian and Defender of 
both Tables of the Law, therefore we properly 
pray for him juſt after the Commandments. 

Q. 38. What may we obſerve from hence? 

A. That our Liturgy promotes Loyalty in us as 
Subjects, a Duty which our Church binds upon our 


Conſciences, in her Liturgy puts into our Mouths, 


and confirms and ſanctifies by Prayer. 

Q. 39. How does this appear? 

A. In every Diviſion of her Service; firſt, in that 
Ejaculation, O Lord ſave the King ; then in a full 
diſtinct Prayer for the King, and another for the 
Royal Family; then here in the Communion Service; 


and Laſtly, in the Prayer for the Church Militant 


there is again an expreſs Interceſſiun for him. 
Qt. 40. Why is, Let us pray, uſed before the 
Collect for the King? 

A. That this Interceſſion for the King may not 
fail thro' the Indevotion of the People, the Pri 
calls upon them to join earneſtly therein, by that 
Exhortation, Let us pray. 

Q. 41. Why do we repeat the Collect for the 
Day after the Prayer for the King „ 

A. Becauſe after we have prayed for the outward 
Proſperity of God's Church and People, which in a 
great Meaſure proceeds from the Piety and Welfare 
of the Xing, then in the Collect for the Day, we 
pray for inward Grace to make us compleatly 


happy. 2 42. 
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Q. 42. What is the Epiſtle? 

A. A Portion of Scripture commonly taken out 
of the Apo/tles Writings, ſuch as are moſt eminent 
tor moral Inſtruction, and appointed to repreſent 
the Law going before the Goſpel. 

Q. 43. What is the Goſpel ? 

A. The Goſpel is a Portion of Scripture, Scher 
ſpoken by Chriſt himſelf, or containing ſome re- 
markable Thing which he either ſaid or did. 

Q. 44. Why is the Epiſile read firſt? 

A. The Epiſile as the Word of a Servant is read 
firſt, that it may be as a Harbinger to the Goſpel, 
to which the laſt Place and greateſt Honour is re- 
ſerv'd, as being the Word of our great after. 

5. Why are the People to „land while the 


Goſpel is read ? 


A. Becauſe the Goſpel is the Word of our Sa- 
viour Feſus Chriſt, and contains always ſomething 
which he did ſpeak or ſuffer'd in his own Perſon ; 
therefore by that Geſture we ſhew a greater Re- 
ſpect to the Sn of God, than to any other Meſ- 
ſenger or inſpired Perſon. 

. 46. Why is the Creed appointed to be ſaid 
after the Goſpel? 

A. Becaule Faith cometh by Hearing, and we con- 
feſs with our Mouths in the Creed, what we have 
heard with our Ears in the Goſpel. 

7. Why don't the Prięſi declare, "FM end- 


4 
eth the Goſpel, as well as, Here endeth the Epiſtl.? 


A. Becauſe the Goſpe! doth not properly end 
there; but continues to be declared and publiſhed 
in the following Creed. | 

Q. 48. Why is this Creed called the Nicene 
Creed? 

A. Becauſe it was for the moſt Part Gain at 
the great Council of Nice, held in the Year 325. 
and 1s the fame in Subſtance with the Ape/tles | 

0 Crecd; 
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Creed; but doth more largely condemn all 
Hereſies. 

Q. 49. What may we learn from hence? 

A. That it ought to be repeated by all the Peo- 
ple preſent, that all may thereby publickly own 
and profeſs their Belief of all and every Article, 
and fo of the whole Goſpel of Chriſt, in order to 
their being admitted to the holy Communion. 

Q. 50. What follows the Nicene Creed? 

A. One of the Homilies ſet forth by Authority, 
or a Sermon of the Miniſter's own Compoſing. 

Q. 51. Is there nothing between the Creed 
and the Sermon? 

A. Nothing by Appointment, only a P/alm ſung 
by Cuſtom and Allowance. 5 

Q. 52. In what Poſture ſhould the P/alm be 
ſung ? 

4 Becauſe the Subject of a P/alm is Praiſe, 


and ſinging is an Act of Praiſe, therefore we ſhould 


ſtand up when we lift up our Hearts and Souls 
joyfully to God in Praiſes, 

. 53. What is the Deſign of the Sentences, 
which begin the Offertory ? 

A. The reading theſe Sentences of holy Scrip- 
ture is deſigned to excite and ſtir up the People 
to give, every one according to his Ability, ſome- 
thing to pious and charitable Uſes, 1 

Q. 54. What Authority have we to give Alms 
at this Time? 3 

A. Our Saviour's Example and Precept, who 
gave his Alms at the Paſſover, and directs us to 
bring, our Gift to the Altar; and St. Paul tells us, 
That with ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed. Mat. 
v. 23. Heb. xii. 16. | 

Q. 55. Is there any Difference between Alms 
and Oblatioms ® | 

A, Yes; Alms relate to the Money that g gt 

1 e 
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lected for the Poor, and Oblations relate to the Bread 
and Wine, which as ſoon as placed upon the Table, 
are then offer*d up to God and ſet a- part for a ſa- 
cred Uſe. 8 

Q. 56. What do you mean by the Church 
Militant ? | 

A. The Catholick or univerſal Church of Chriſt, 
whereſoever diſperſt or howſoever diſtreſt over the 
Face of the whole Earth, as the Church Tri um- 
phant is that in Heaven. 

Q. 57. Why is the Church upon Earth ſaid to 
be Militant? „ 

A. Becauſe it is in a State of Var with the 
Morld, the Fleſh and the Devil, who perpetually 
conſpire to corrupt its Members, deſtroy its Or- 
der and debaſe its Purity. 

Q. 58. Why is the Prayer appointed to be 
uſed here ? 

A. Becauſe this is a Prayer of Charity, wherein 
we pray for all Sorts of Chriſtians; which Part of 
Chriſtian Charity is required of all Communicants, 


Q. 59. Why do the Biſbop or Prięſt diſmiſs the 


Congregation with the Bleſſing? 


A. In Imitation of our Bled Saviour, who 
took his leave of his Diſciples with a Bleſſing, and 
the Bleſſing he left them was his Peace. 

Q. 60. From whence is this Form of Bleſſing 
taken? 

A. The firſt Part of it is taken from St. Paul, 
Phil. iv. 7. The latter, is a Chriſtian Paraphraſe 
upon the old Form of Moſes, where the Word 
Lord being thrice repeated, is explained by Father, 
Son and Holy Gh. Num. vi. 24. xxv. 26. 

Q. 61. By whom is the Bleſſing to be pro- 
nounced ? e 

A. By the Prieſt or Biſhop, if preſent; and 
3 h that 
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that ſtanding, to denote the Authority committed 
to the ſacred Order of the Miniſtry. 

Q. 62. What does Amen import? 

A. It is a Word of Wiſh and Approbation, and 
denotes our Aſſent to that to which it is ſubjoin'd, 
with an earneſt Deſire of its Accompliſhment ; fo 
that it is as much as to ſay, God of his Goodneſs 
grant what we have prayed for; and fo we truſt he 


will do of his Mercy towards us, thro* Jeſus 


Chriſt our Saviour. 


Q. 63. How ought this Bleſſing to be received? 

A. Upon our Knees with Faith and Thankful- 
neſs, and then we may return home with Joy and 
Comfort, fince the Bleſſing of Heaven goes along 
with us, and will never leave us ſo long as the 
Peace of God ruleth in our Hearts: And may that 
be for ever and ever. 


tted 


and 
n'd, 
: 10 
ineſs 
t he 
eſus 


ed? 
ful- 
and 
long 

the 
that 


